
  

   

 

MARCH NEWSLETTER 
Welcome to the March edition of our newsletter. 

 

  

  

 

  

National Neighbourhood Watch Week 2019 
  

This year’s Neighbourhood Watch Week runs from Monday 17 June – Sunday 23 June, 

and is aimed at celebrating NW volunteers and the work they do. The week will run 

under the national theme of #MoreThanYouExpect.   

Much of the public think Neighbourhood Watch is purely a crime prevention movement 

– but we know that’s not the whole picture, and the intention is to give people a more 

rounded sense of what Neighbourhood Watch is all about.   

This year’s theme not only allows us to highlight the traditional work our groups do 

around crime prevention and reporting, but also enables us to celebrate the unexpected 

projects our volunteers work on.  



 

Each day of the week will have a different focus. For example, one day will focus on 

how our members help to prevent burglaries, and another day will look at 

how Neighbourhood Watch groups are tackling loneliness and social isolation.   

Please think about how you might wish to participate at your local level 

during Neighbourhood Watch Week 2019 - and we would love to hear your stories. 

Don't forget the theme - #MoreThanYouExpect 
 

  

 

  

Striking back against stereotypes 
You may have heard the story by Guardian columnist and comic David Mitchell who 

inferred that putting Neighbourhood Watch members in charge of law enforcement 

would result in crimes such as speeding and burglary being prioritised over online child 

abuse and modern slavery. 

Then there was the ITV Sunday night crime drama Vera, staring Brenda Blethyn as the 

titular mac wearing sleuth, which featured a Neighbourhood Watch coordinator who 

interfered with police investigations, and is seen at one-point tracking suspects involved 

in a murder. The coordinator is characterised as an obvious long-standing pain in the 

proverbial backside for the show’s fictional Northumberland and City Police Force. 

 

Once dismissed as curtain twitchers and busy bodies, Neighbourhood Watch is hitting 

back by calling out ‘lazy stereotypes’ of its volunteers. 

“Neighbourhood Watch volunteers are often characterized as a group of middle-class 

keyhole Kate’s – spying on the neighbours, interfering in people’s lives”, said John 

Hayward-Cripps, Chief Executive Officer for Neighbourhood Watch. “This lazy 

stereotyping is harmful and does not reflect the real work of the modern Neighbourhood 

Watch". 

“The idea that our members are only concerned with certain types of crime is baffling. 

Our volunteers run workshops to stop young people carrying knifes, we teach older 

people to spots the signs of potential scams, and we have produced crime prevention 

toolkits that tackle human trafficking and terrorism. 



 

“The majority of police officers embrace the local knowledge and insight that our 

volunteers bring with them. We are viewed as vital partners in the effort to create safer 

and stronger communities. Neighbourhood Watch is a grassroots movement open to 

anyone who wants to make their community a safer place. We would urge people to 

think twice before making assumptions about us.” 

Media outlets jumped on the story including The Times which published the news item 

on it’s frontpage. John Hayward-Cripps took part in a series of BBC radio interviews 

and in a rare moment of agreement, panelists on the topical Sky News debate show 

"The Pledge" agreed that Neighbourhood Watch volunteers should not be undermined. 

 

 

  

 

  

Neighbourhood Watch Signs - Making a Statement 

 

Continuing on with our campaign to refresh Neighbourhood Watch street signs, here is 

another example for you to consider. 

 

From this 



to this.... 



 

We asked John Sones, Co-ordinator for Elmsett and Aldham, if he would be prepared to 

"trial" an overlay sticker, as a cost alternative solution to replacing existing metal signs, 

and provide us with his views on using this method. John responded as follows:  

 

"Fading signs are a problem that we all have at some time. In April 2018, I had one that 

had become illegible. I contacted Tony Spall, Chair of Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch 

Association, and he suggested that I try a new ‘stick-on’ type which is virtually the 

same size as the original metal one. 

I felt that it was important to clean the surface thoroughly with white spirit or similar so 

as to ensure the best possible adhesion.  

 

The new sign stuck very well and was only fractionally shorter than the metal one. My 

main concern was that because of the bracket fixing bolt heads, I could not get the new 

one absolutely flat. 



 

Ten months later after a hot summer and with no cleaning, the sign still looks new. 

Hopefully it will last for many years and is certainly easy to fix to the old metal signs 

not requiring any tools other than maybe a ladder". 

  

John Sones Co-ordinator for Elmsett and Aldham 

 
    

 


