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    ONLINE SERVICES FOR MARCH 

Wednesday 3rd    8pm, Lent Course (2) & Compline 

Sunday 7th     10am Communion 
          3pm Evening Prayer 

Wednesday 10th   8pm Lent Course (3) & Compline 

Sunday 14th        10am Taizé Service 
            3pm Communion 

Wednesday 17th    8pm Lent Course (4) & Compline  

Sunday 21st             10am Communion 
            3pm Celtic Evening Prayer (using the 
           Northumbria Celtic Daily Prayer) 

Wednesday 24th    8pm Lent course (5) & Compline  

Sunday 28th         10am Morning Prayer 
            3pm Communion 

Wednesday 31st    8pm Lent course (6) & Compline  

Thanks to Irene Lucas for the cover photograph this month. 
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CHURCH DURING LOCKDOWN 

In line with the national lockdown, the churches of the Yoxmere Benefice will 
continue to be closed to public worship. We hope to be able to reopen for public 
worship at some point during March, in line with the Prime Minister’s phased 
"unlocking", but continuing to be responsible and data driven in our approach.  

While we are unable to hold "in person" services we will continue the schedule of 
Zoom services.  

NB We have two sets of service details: the ONLINE services given below; and  
SERVICES IN CHURCH, to be held if we are able to reopen the churches. This 
schedule is shown on Page 3.  Please check notice boards for up-to-date details.  

Church opening times for private prayer are on Page 3. 

Dates and times of the Zoom Lent course are given below; see Page 6 for further 
details. 

If you regularly receive emails from your church (usually one of the churchwardens) 
you will receive Zoom links for these services. If you do not, but would like to join, 
please email maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com and ask.  
Those attending the online gatherings are friendly and welcoming — but you are 
also welcome to sit and join in with your microphone and camera off! 

mailto:maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com
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Sunday 14th March  4th Sunday of Lent 

09.30 Darsham  Morning Praise 

  Theberton Taizé Service 

  Westleton  Worship for All 

  Yoxford  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00 Dunwich  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Middleton Morning Praise 

  Peasenhall Morning Prayer 

Sunday 21st March  5th Sunday of Lent 

09.30 Theberton Holy Communion (CW) 

  Westleton  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Yoxford  family@church 

11.00 Darsham  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Dunwich  Morning Worship 

  Peasenhall Holy Communion (BCP) 

It is mandatory to wear a face 
covering whilst inside the church 
(unless you have a legal exemption). 

Sunday 28th March  Palm Sunday 

09.30 Theberton Holy Communion (CW) 

      with Middleton 

  Westleton  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Yoxford  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00 Dunwich  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Peasenhall Service at Methodist 

      Chapel 

18.00 Darsham  Evensong 

Sunday 4th April  Easter Day 

tba  Dunwich   Sunrise Service on 

      Beach 

09.30 Theberton Holy Communion (CW) 

  Westleton  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Yoxford  Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00 Dunwich  Holy Communion (CW) 

  Middleton Holy Communion (CW)

  Peasenhall Holy Communion (CW)

18.30 Sibton   Holy Communion  (CW) 

Services for March—IF held in church 

Every Wednesday 
09.00 Westleton  Holy Communion (CW) 

CW – Common Worship 
BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

Church opening times for private prayer 

A number of our churches are opening during the 
week for private prayer: 

Darsham  7.30am — 4pm, Wednesdays & Sundays 
Dunwich   Closed for the time being 
Middleton 10.30am —12.30pm, Sundays 
Peasenhall 12 — 4pm, Wednesdays 
Sibton   2 — 4pm, Wednesdays 
Theberton 12 — 3pm, Wednesdays, 9am—12 Sundays 
Yoxford  2 — 4pm, Thursdays (with food bank  
        donations) 
Westleton  Closed for the time being 

Please note: days and times may change at short notice. 

Congratulations! 

... to Revd Brian and 
Maureen Jolley who 

have received the 
Suffolk Lord- 

Lieutenant's Award 
for service to the 

community during the 
Covid outbreak. 

See also Page 32. 



One of the pleasures of being a dad is revisiting with your 

children the books that you enjoyed as a child. Recently it 

was Winnie the Pooh and The House at Pooh Corner. 

What’s so good about them? Well, the first thing you see 

are the incredible E H Shepherd illustrations. I envy his 

skills with a dip pen! It’s not just bringing Pooh and Piglet 

to life — it’s also making the Hundred Acre Wood step 

out of the page, into our imaginations — every tree, 

bridge and thistly place. 

And then there’s Milne’s narration, characters and poetry. I love the innocence: 

Owl may be vain, Rabbit bossy, and Eeyore wholly absorbed in self-pity, but 

none of them mean to be, and nobody gets hurt by these faults. 

The two books lull you into a sense of timelessness, tugging at the memories of 

childhood, when you had no idea what day or time it was, or if that mattered, 

and there was nothing you had to do except play, day after day. And then 

Milne tugs you out of this, with hints that Christopher Robin is growing up — 

he’s excited about sums and history, and he won’t be around to play any more. 

It’s bitter-sweet — their adventures are so lovely you wish there could be three 

more books full of them, but of course there can’t be. Children grow up, and 

should grow up. 

What I delight in most is the slowness. There isn’t any hurry, except for 

Rabbit’s bustling and bossing, which is a jarring interruption to Pooh’s easy 

pace. Pooh hums and ponders, and sits down, and fancies a little something, 

and has it, and wonders if he might go and visit Piglet, and, when he comes 

across tracks in the snow he has time to be curious. I like that. He thinks well 

enough to know when he has been a bear of very little brain. And curiously, 

this is part of why Pooh may be the best bear in all the world — all the other 

characters do very silly things now and then, and remain quite unaware of 

their foolishness. But Pooh always knows it in the end, and humbly owns it. 

It’s the sort of book that makes me wonder if I ponder enough; if life might be 

richer if taken a shade slower and savoured a little more. Perhaps this could 

make an unusual Lent practice — give up hurry. Ponder more. Notice. Reflect. 

And perhaps know yourself a little better. 

All blessings,  

Tim 

Rector's Ramblings 
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From the Registers 

Funerals 

David Winter Snowden on Monday 30th November 2020 aged 81 at St Peter’s 
Church, Theberton, followed by cremation at Seven Hills Crematorium, Nacton  
(We apologise for the late inclusion of this entry.) 

John Paul Kerslake on Wednesday 27th January aged 50. Burial of ashes was at  
St Peter’s Church, Yoxford. 

Maurice Robert Harper on Wednesday 3rd February aged 83.  Cremation took place 
at Seven Hills Crematorium, Nacton.  

7th Exodus 20:1-17 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 John 2:13-22 

14th Numbers 21:4-9 Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21 

21st Jeremiah 31:31-34 Hebrews 5:5-10 John 12:20-33 

28th Isaiah 50:4-9a Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 11:1-11 

Lectionary for March 

Thursday March 18th 

2.30pm 

Zoom Meeting 
All Welcome 

 

For more information contact  

Sue Norrington 660280  
or Jennifer Clough 648597 
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Christian Hope in the Pandemic 
 
Is this the end? 
But no, just the beginning. 
The end of many happy hours, it's true, 
Those simple times of sharing over  
                                                       coffee, 
And giving hugs to others close to you. 
                           
They may return, 
And we shall ever value  
The joy of living in Community, 
But when life ends and Death stands  
                                  in the doorway, 
We'll know the rebirth of Eternity. 
                          
Our world renewed! 
Restrictions gone forever, 
Then  to be free to love and laugh and  
                                                          sing! 
And God the Father standing there to 
                                             greet us, 
Because our living Jesus Christ is King 
           Sue Trovell 



Reminder that sessions are continuing through March for the  

Lent Course: Climb Every Mountain! 
How about a little theological mountaineering this Lent?* From the comfort of 

your living room you can scale the heights of biblical theology, and be back in 

time for cocoa… 

Throughout the Bible, mountains represent particular places of encounter with 

God, or conflict with evil. Starting on Wednesday 24th at 8pm and each week 

thereafter, we will explore some of the mountains in the Bible, the events that 

happened there, and their significance at the time, and to us today. We will begin 

with Eden and Ararat, the beginning and the second beginning, before travelling 

to Mount Sinai, the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, Golgotha, the Mount of Olives 

and Mount Megiddo. Through these locations we will explore creation, 

covenant, sacrifice, salvation, the ascension, and God’s victory over evil. 

We will use Zoom. If you have not yet Zoomed, but you do have a computer, do 

ask someone you know about downloading and using Zoom — there is no 

charge and it is surprisingly easy. Each session will have an introduction 

outlining the place and its stories, a period for discussion and feedback, and time 

to think what it means to us today. 

If you receive email communications from the church you will receive the link. If 

not, and you would like to join us, please email Maureen Jolley —

 maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com—who will add you to the list to send links. 

If you don’t wish to Zoom — that’s OK! As we have been with morning prayer 

and reflections, we will distribute materials by email. You could spend a prayer 

time or "quiet time" looking at the material, chat about it with your spouse/

partner if they are Christian and 

interested, or talk with a friend by 

phone. 

If you know someone without email who 

would like to receive the materials, do 

please help out and print them copies. 

Each session will be 45 minutes (quite 

enough for Zoom), and will be 

immediately followed by Night Prayer 

(aka Compline) which you are welcome, 

but not obliged, to join. 

All blessings, 

Tim and the Ministry Team 

 

*Some of these might be more hills than mountains — don’t quibble! 

The Mount of Olives 
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The "Beast from the East" visited 
briefly in February, bringing 
bitter cold but pretty scenes. This 
is Roly the spaniel enjoying the 
snow, and an alpaca looking not 
so keen. 



Simple Galilean Fishermen? 

You often hear it said that the disciples of Jesus were 

“simple Galilean fishermen.” What is meant is that the 

twelve disciples called apostles were simple Galilean 

fishermen. Actually only four were fishermen as far as 

we know, and of the rest - apart from Matthew, who was 

a customs official - we don’t have any information as to 

their work. However, the question arises: How simple was a Galilean 

fisherman? Indeed, how simple were the apostles? By “simple” I take 

it that something like “intellectually unsophisticated” is meant. So how 

unsophisticated were they? 

The answer, as far as knowledge of any of the science and technology 

of the last 250 years are concerned, is “very.” But as far as Israel’s 

culture and world-view are concerned, he was certainly 

sophisticated!  And the world-view of the first-century Jew was 

essentially religious. In fact it was pretty well synonymous with 

religion. The so-called simple Galilean fisherman, like all Jewish boys 

at the time, would have received an elementary education. They would 

have been familiar with Israel’s understanding of the world, Israel’s 

story and her hopes. This is because they believed God had revealed 

himself and his purposes and what he expected of them in the 

scriptures i.e. what we know as the Old Testament. This meant not 

only that they would know the story of God and his people, but that 

they themselves would live in the story. It was their story. It would 

become part of them. 

Thus, Jesus’ disciples would have known far more than many (most?) 

practising Christians in the western world today know about their faith. 

Why do we, on the whole, know so little? The reason is clear. We tend 

to think that what matters is how we behave and, perhaps, how we 

pray. To an extent we are right. These things do matter and matter 

most of all, but we are apt to forget that ignorance or mistaken ideas 

can give rise to wrong behaviour and a distorted idea of the God to 

whom we pray! Whenever we speak of God, we should ask ourselves 

what kind of God we believe him to be. When we pray, what kind of 

God are we praying to and what are his purposes? Is it God as  

(Cont. next page) 
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revealed in Jesus Christ? To answer the last question anything like 

adequately we have to be familiar with the Bible and how to 

understand it. We have to make its story our story and become part of 

it and play our unique part in it. We have to be prepared to invest some 

time and energy to that end.  

The Church’s year enables us to do just that. Lent is a season in which 

we are invited to look more deeply into our faith and become better 

disciples. Lent, traditionally, has been a time for giving up things. This 

has become trivialised and something of a joke. But how about giving 

up some time to get more familiar with the story of God and his 

dealings with, and purposes for, the human race?  As someone said, 

when you give your time, you give a part of your life you will never 

get back. So how about it? There is the Lent course on Zoom, and 

some of you will have been joining in with that, but if Zooming is not 

your thing, there are a number of books available. Just ask any of your 

clergy to recommend something, or maybe you have a friend who, if 

asked, would readily recommend something. Anything by Tom Wright 

is guaranteed to be good value. But find something that suits you. 

Remember, each one of us is called to understand as we are able. God 

asks no more. But he does want us to love him with our whole being, 

including our mind! 

The important thing is for us to get ourselves more deeply into the 

story so that it becomes our story.  This will lead us closer to God; and 

our lives, indeed our very being, will be more in tune with him and his 

purposes. We shall find ourselves living more in that new dimension: 

the new creation which God, in Jesus Christ, is bringing about. We 

shall know that we are going with the grain, so to speak, and not 

against it. We shall grow in faith, in hope and in love.  

                   John Kemp 
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THE WHITE HORSE 
WESTLETON 

A massive thank-you to everyone who 
has continued to support us 

 
We are now back open for  

food & drinks daily  
 

Lunch 12.00—3.00pm 
Evenings  6.00—11.00pm 

 

01728 648222 
westletonwhitehorse@gmail.com 

 
PIES still a speciality! 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Friday 5th March, 2021 

Each year on the first Friday in March, services are held 
to mark the World Day of Prayer. The origins of the 
World Day of Prayer date back to the nineteenth 

century. From these beginnings the organisation has taken its present 
shape. It is a worldwide ecumenical movement of prayer and prayerful 
action which gives grants to registered Christian charities to assist with 
projects around the world.   

A different country is responsible each year for writing the service. This 
year it has fallen to the scattered islands of Vanuatu. These islands are just 
over 1,000 miles east of Australia. They stretch for about 400 miles and 
form a Y shape on the map. European contact began with the Portuguese 
explorer Queiros in 1606 and Captain James Cook would, in the 1770s, 
map the island group, calling it the New Hebrides. Both France and Britain 
were involved in the management of the islands until Independence in 
1980, when the islands were renamed Vanuatu. 

These are very beautiful islands with sandy beaches and abundant flora 
and fauna, as can be seen in the photo below, but they are prone to 
natural disasters including earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and cyclones. 

(Cont. next page) 



Most families can only afford to 
educate the first child, and 
boys get priority. Malnutrition 
is a problem and the 
government has made the 
health of women and children a 
key priority. 

Safe drinking water and 
adequate sanitation facilities 
are major concerns. 

All the different denominations 
and islands met to prepare the 
service about building on a 
strong foundation. They all 
understand the importance of 
safe buildings: cyclone Pam 
caused devastation in 2015 and 
as the islands were starting to 
recover cyclone Harold 
destroyed everything in its path 
in 2020. 

Because of the pandemic, it is 
not possible to meet in churches for services. However, the service written 
by the women of Vanuatu can be viewed online. Do take a look. 

Looking ahead, we hope that it will be possible to meet for the World Day of 
Prayer Service next year. The 2022 service will be written by the Christian 
women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the theme is ‘I know 
the plans I have for you’. 

                   Sue Norrington 

 

Details and resources can be fouund on the World Day of Prayer website: 

https://www.wwdp.org.uk/ 

You can view the virtual service here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rWE3TCR59U 

Artwork created for this year's service 
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THE BISHOPS' DAILY LENT CHALLENGE FOR KAGERA 
Kudos to Joan Godfrey from Dunwich for taking up the Lent Challenge set by 
Bishops Martin Seeley and Mike Harrison to support key workers in Kagera, 
Tanzania. Below is her account of her efforts so far, together with daily entries 
from the Challenge Booklet. 

Hello everybody, 

How are you getting on with the Bishops’ Lent Challenge? Personally, I am 
running out of pennies!  Not usually a problem, but there isn't a lot of cash 
about these days with everyone wanting you to pay by credit or debit card! I 
have done this challenge before, last year - and it is quite a fun way to save a 
few pennies for the needy.  Sorry, but I find it impossible to give up chocolate. 

For instance, last week it was 50p if you were given flowers for Valentine's Day, 
and 10p if you were given vegetables.  Well, the bunch of daffs were for my 
birthday actually and then my friend gave me two eggs in exchange for 2oz. of 
icing sugar. Not vegetables, I know, but I was feeling generous at the 
beginning. 

Then the next day it was musical instruments, because the people in Kagera 
love to sing and dance using drums and whistles.  I have a little mini electronic 
xylophone, and I wondered if a CD player would count? Well it was only 10p a 
time, so 20p went in the pot.            
                   (Cont. next page) 
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This week it was how much Fairtrade coffee in the cupboard (5p a time)?  Well, 
Nescafé doesn’t actually say "Fairtrade" but it says "We work directly with 
coffee farmers", as part of their "Nescafé Plan" - so if you have the time and 
patience, look it up on the internet at nescafe.co.uk/nescafe-plan. 
Unfortunately I'd recently bought a spare jar (as you do, these days!), and then 
I had two packets of proper coffee, so 20p on Monday.  Oh, bother! 

Then it was peanuts.  They are a good cash crop in Kagera, or Tanzania, helping 
people to pay for things like school fees.  As an ex-teacher, I'm all in favour of 
education.  So 5p for every packet of nuts in the house.  My favourite cake is 
date and walnut and I have two packets of walnuts.  Now then, does peanut 
butter count? And what about Munchy Seeds?  I like the honey roasted ones, 
and they live in Dunwich so I like to promote them. Sometimes life can be a bit 
awkward when you have nobody handy to discuss things with.....  

It's all good fun - if you don't weaken.  So, onward Christian soldiers....   
                   Joan Godfrey 

There's still plenty of time to join the challenge! Download the full booklet at  
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f214e41ab1e4/content/pages/
documents/1610380031.pdf 
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ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 

PAYROLL SERVICES 

SELF-ASSESSMENT TAX AGENT 
 

The complete service for small businesses 
 
  Please call Nicky Kinahan 01728 660036 

      nickykinahan@nhkaccounting.com 

NHK 

SERVICES 

FRAMLINGHAM 

We donate to Breast 
Cancer now after every 

completed sale.  

01728 724566 
www.huntingfieldestates.co.uk 

 

 

Free Market Appraisals,  
Free Photography, 

Free Floorplans,  
Free Glossy Brochures 

and all with great service 
 

9 Market Hill, Framlingham, 
Suffolk, IP13 9AN 



Snap up the opportunity to  

BUY A BISHOP!! 
Have you ever wanted the chance to get a Bishop to do your bidding? 
Thought it might be nice to sit back and watch him mow your lawn or make 
you a pizza?  Well, now you have a chance! 

This Lent you are able to bid to buy an hour of a Bishop’s time to do 
something you never thought of before. We are looking for the most 
creative ideas. So tell us who you are, what you'd like a Bishop to do and 
why, and how much you're willing to pay. We're looking for bids from 
individuals as well as groups. 

Bishop Martin says; "Whether it's a cake, a loaf of homemade rye bread, a 
bottle of blackberry gin. a hand-made wooden bowl or a jar of honey, we 
bishops would be glad to provide to the highest bidders in the service of our 
sister diocese of Kagera. There may be something else you have in mind - 
we're open to possibilities, within reason!"   

Email your bids during Lent and the Bishops will decide on the winning ideas 
based on creativity and feasibility, and expect to respond during Lent as bids 
come in. 

You are also able to bid for handmade 
crafts and homemade bakes from the 
two Bishops including: 

 hand-turned wooden bowl from 
Bishop Martin 

 jar of Bishop Mike's honey 

 bottle of Mendlesham blackberry 
gin 

 rye bread baked by Bishop Martin 

 signature cake baked by Bishop 
Mike. 

For this auction, the highest bids will win. 
Closing date for the auction is midnight 
on Easter Monday 5 April. 

You can send your bids by email to the 
Link coordinators at kagera@cofesuffolk.org, or give them a ring on  
01473 831423. (Cont. next page) 
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Bishop Martin working on his lathe 

javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(107,97,103,101,114,97,64,99,111,102,101,115,117,102,102,111,108,107,46,111,114,103))


Winners will be announced on Facebook and eNews.  Please let us know if 
you don't want your name to be published. 

Your donation will raise funds for the Bishops’ Lent Appeal for 2021 which is 
supporting key workers in Kagera, Tanzania. In particular, the Appeal will 
provide training and support for: 

 farmers – growing food for themselves and their communities 

 doctors – caring for people whose lives are blighted by poverty and 
malnutrition 

 priests – leading their people spiritually and practically to raise 
themselves out of poverty 

The Covid-19 pandemic is hitting our link Diocese of Kagera hard. The 
Tanzanian government has not released figures about infection rates or 
deaths since last May, but reports from neighbouring countries make it 
clear that the disease is rife in the region. And the economic impact is 
severe in Kagera, where the majority of people are subsistence farmers. The 
Bishops' Lent Appeal is more vital than ever before. 

Dave Walker CartoonChurch.com 
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THE YOXMERE FISHERMAN Guidelines for Contributors 

The Yoxmere Fisherman is published for the Yoxmere Benefice, which comprises 
the Church of  England parishes of Darsham, Dunwich, Middleton, Peasenhall, 
Sibton, Theberton, Westleton and Yoxford. Visitors may find more information 
about our parishes at www.achurchnearyou.com 

Submissions should be sent by the 14th of the preceding month, and  
preferably by email to yoxmerefisherman@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, by post to The Editor, Cottage on the Common, Bakers Lane, 
Westleton, IP17 3AZ.  

For details of advertising please email: yoxmereadvertisers@gmail.com   

VIRTUAL FISHERMAN 
Whether or not there is a print copy of the magazine, it is always posted online. 
The current edition and a few months of previous issues can be found at  
http://westleton.onesuffolk.net/church/yoxmere-fisherman/ 

You can also find the Yoxmere Benefice on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Saxmundhamdeanery 

DO YOU 
NEED 
HELP AT 
HOME? 

 
Domestic tasks such as 
cleaning, ironing, shopping, 
preparing meals, light 
gardening duties and dog 
walking - then give me a call 
for a chat.  
Local to Middleton 
O7955 859496  

COMPUTER HELP 
If you need IT support at this time when 
many of us are particularly reliant on 
our computers, Alex Card of Acecom 
Solutions in Leiston is offering help, 
either by arranging for you to take your 
computer to his home (suitably social 
distanced—you'll leave it in his shed), 
or by giving advice over the phone. 

Contact him at either of these email 
addresses: alex@acecomsolutions.uk 

acecomsolutions@gmail.com 
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Groups in Leiston &  
Framlingham  

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
For more details  

contact Julie 

 07940 583320 

jxl@openaccess.co.uk 



Darsham  

Darsham Parish Council 

The Parish Council would like to assure anyone who watched the YouTube 
clip of the Handforth Parish Council meeting that it bears no resemblance 
to the Darsham Parish Council!  Please note too that any member of the 
public is welcome to join our Zoom meetings.  The agenda is published on 
the village website and on the two parish council notice boards about a 
week before each meeting.  If they wish to join the meeting,  residents can 
contact the parish clerk, who will send them the link.  Meetings are 
normally held on the second Tuesday in the month. 

There being nothing urgent to discuss this month, there was no PC 
meeting.  However, councillors continue to work individually on Sizewell 
meetings, the planting of a tree in remembrance of Ron Reeve, allotment 
management, etc. The next meeting is scheduled for 9th March. 

Residents with dogs are respectfully reminded that it is very 
antisocial to leave dog poo on the road.  We have three dog 
poo bins in the village, one on Coronation Square, one at the 
entrance to the allotments and now a new one at the  
village hall.           Robin Leggate 

Worship 

Sunday Worship remains suspended during the lockdown but the church will 
be open on Sundays and Wednesdays for individual prayer.  

Friday Prayers 

These continue and are available online to all in our benefice.  Should you 
wish to be added to the circulation list, please email Roger 

on  rcsmith377@outlook.com  or Maureen on 

maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com  . 

You might be interested to know that last week’s Friday prayer, which was a 
special one, ended up in Kent, Surrey, Warwickshire, Durham and 
Northumberland. So we prayed with folk all round the country. 
          John Millward and Roger Coates Smith 

Darsham Village Hall 100 Club for January 

1st (£100) W. Nunn       2nd (£50) Mr. B. Norman       3rd (£25) Mrs. J. Bell 
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Registered Member of the 
Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

Registered Member of the 
Institute of Chimney Sweeps 
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Clean and Friendly Service 

Fully Insured 

Smoke Tests 

Insurance certificates 

CCTV inspections 

Competitive Rates 



Middleton 

 Middleton seemed to be cut off and to his mind very dark...no street 
lights!  But Middleton had everything that people needed: a well stocked 
shop, a cobbler's,  a blacksmith's, a school, a mill, a church, a chapel and 
three pubs.  People made their living from the land with the harvest being 
the most important time of the year when money was made and 
celebrations were enjoyed!  Most families kept a pig for their own 
consumption but the meat was reserved for special days. Sunday was spent 
at church or chapel.  Families would walk from the far boundaries of the 
village with their picnics to spend the whole day in prayer and singing.   

Once a year there was the Parson's Frolic - a day out at Dunwich when 
farmers loaned their waggons and horses to transport villagers to the beach, 
crossing the ford where Reckford Bridge is now. (See photo on next page.) 

Mark's talk included old and new photos of Middleton.  It was fascinating to 
learn about a way of life that has disappeared from our Suffolk villages.  
                    Lynn Venn 
 
(It is hoped that Mark will repeat the talk later in the year in the church, as a fund 
raiser and a "welcome back" to normal life.) 

Mill Street 
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Middleton WI 
At our January Zoom meeting we were treated to a presentation from Mark 
Mitchels about life in Middleton in the years before the First World War, as 
remembered by Allan Jobson (1889-1990).  Jobson wrote twenty books 
about Suffolk.  He spent boyhood summers in Middleton at his 
grandparents' house.  He would travel up by train to a place that he 
considered was far from the real world.   



Middleton (cont.) 

Hector & Simon 
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Middleton in the Snow 

Small snow people seem to be the 
next BIG thing around here…  

Group shot from the Parson's Frolic of the 1870s  



From Ypres to Middleton-Cum-Fordley  

This story began in Ypres -  but finishes in Middleton Church in 
1957.   Lieutenant Walter Welch was the only son of Reginald and Adeline 
Welch and was a commissioned officer prior to the start of WW1. 

In 1914 he was sent to Ypres with the BEF 
and to 117 Battery, 26th Brigade with 18-
Pounder Guns in three sections; Walter 
commanded one section. The Germans had 
been advancing rapidly and Walter’s guns 
were in constant action to support the 
infantry. During the evening of 30th October 
1914, the battery came under heavy fire and 
Walter was killed instantly.  Shortly 
afterwards the order came to retire, and his 
men buried Walter in haste near where he 
fell.   

Walter’s war had been brief and violent, and 
for his family a tragedy. After the conflict, Reginald went to Belgium and, using 
information provided by Walter’s comrades, identified the site of his son’s 
grave. Like many others, he was denied repatriation, so to leave his son at 
peace and to prevent exhumation, he purchased that plot of land.  He had a 
cross erected, hedges and trees planted, and made a pathway with a lych gate 
at its entrance.  By 1924 the memorial was completed, and he entered into an 
agreement with the  Imperial War Graves' Commission [IWGC] and then 
provided funding so the site would be cared for..   

For many years the site was maintained.  In June 1939, Reginald Welch died, 
but sufficient funds existed for the IWGC to continue its care of Walter's 
grave.  By the end of the 1940s, however, the funding was running out and the 
IWGC started to search for surviving family members, but no close relatives 
could be found.  

In 1951 the IWGC traced a distant cousin, the Revd Hugh Spencer Cochran, 
who was the minister at Holy Trinity Middleton (1940-1958). As he could not 
provide further funding, the Revd Cochran requested that Walter’s remains be 
exhumed and reburied in an IWGC Cemetery, and in November 1956 Walter 
was laid to rest in the Ramparts Cemetery at the Lille Gate in Ypres. His 
epitaph, “He Died for King and Country”, was selected by the Revd Cochran.   

Middleton (cont.) 

(Cont. next page) 
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Middleton (cont.) 

The site of the original grave was returned to the local farmer, but  Revd 
Cochran made enquiries about the lych gate, which was in storage at the IWGC 
depot in Ypres. Initially he had hoped that it could be used in another of the 
nearby cemeteries, but this proved impossible due to its dimensions. He then 
enquired if it could be returned to the UK.  

This quest was important to the Revd Cochran - perhaps influenced by the 
death of his two brothers during the War. In 1957 he raised funds and paid 
£56.1.0 to ship the gate. The lych gate left Ypres in the summer of that year, 
travelling via Harwich and Ipswich and on to Middleton where it was installed at 
the entrance to Holy Trinity Church. In December 1957 the Revd Cochran 
dedicated the lych gate.  

The Revd Hugh Spencer Cochran passed away only two months later, on  
6th February 1958, in the Rectory in Middleton. To act as a reminder of the 
story he had left his name carved on the lych gate.  It is very fitting that the 
sacrifice of Lieutenant Walter Welch should be remembered by all who pass 
through the gate. 

Text by Paul Taylor, taken from a longer history of the lych gate by Steve Roberts, 
independent Military Historian, Battlefield Guide and resident historian for the 
Soldiers’ Charity, the Army Benevolent Fund. 
(The full article will be available in Holy Trinity Church when it reopens.) 
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Halesworth Road,  
Sibton, Suffolk. IP17 2JJ 

Telephone: 01728 660337 

www.sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk  

email: info@sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk 

The perfect place for a light lunch or a  
three course meal 
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BOILER SERVICING AND INSTALLATIONS 

LANDLORDS' GAS SAFETY CHECKS 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS 

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE 

For your free estimate, 

Please call: 

07842 311985 

Or email: 

Coastalplumbing75@gmail.com 

bookings@westletonvh.co.uk 

A gem of an 
unspoilt  

16th-century 
Suffolk  

country pub 

TAYLOR MADE 
FLOWERS 
Lesley Taylor 

Wedding, Event and  
Tribute Florist 

Fully qualified with 15 years experience 

Red Lodge Barn, 
Middleton Moor, 

Saxmundham IP17 3LN  

07970 257329  

taylormadeflowers@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:info@sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk
mailto:taylormadeflowers@yahoo.co.uk


Westleton 
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AWARD FOR VILLAGE HALL 
We’re delighted to say that the hall has won an 
award! 

We all think it’s a great project but it’s nice to 
know the experts think so too. East 
Suffolk Council has awarded Westleton Village 
Hall the Quality of Place – Community Award.  

Commended as a “sensitive refurbishment and careful extension of a valued 
community heritage asset”, Peter Hill of the Aldeburgh Society said the 
judges considered the hall to be a “triumph visually”, providing quality of place in 
the social sense and combining community engagement with public benefit.   

 The whole purpose was to create a special meeting place for the 
community and a focal point for village activities, and its success is thanks to 
the dedication, skill and hard work of so many people.     

 Here is a link to the YouTube video of the award ceremony (on Zoom) with John 
Shepherd responding to the Judges’ decision (Westleton is about 5 minutes in). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wlaJKLoSfk   
And another to a report on Radio Suffolk with Guy Campbell interviewing John with 
Kathryn Branch and Tony Ingram (about 16 minutes in).  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0955m76 

We also had coverage in the EADT!  

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/east-suffolk-quality-of-place-awards-winners-
7319904    

Thank you to all the people who contributed in so many ways and we look forward 
to reopening as soon as the regulations allow.  

            John Shepherd and Anne Ingram, on behalf of the Trustees  

WESTLETON 100 CLUB 
January’s winners are 

1st :  201, Ruth Whitaker;   
2nd:  76, John and Julia Reast 

February's winners are: 
1st: 146, Sheena Robertson; 

2nd: 77,  Mrs E Calder 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wlaJKLoSfk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0955m76
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/east-suffolk-quality-of-place-awards-winners-7319904
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/east-suffolk-quality-of-place-awards-winners-7319904


Westleton (cont.) 

WESTLETON VILLAGE STORE 

Having taken the difficult decision to close the Village Store and Post 
Office to customers in early January I am pleased to say that we will re-
open from Monday the 8th March as follows: 

0900-1600 Monday to Friday  

0900-1300 on Saturday. 

With the vast majority of customers having now received the vaccine and 
the numbers of cases both locally and nationally now vastly improved we 
feel that this is now safe to do. 

Masks will still have to be worn and hand sanitiser will be provided, the 
two-person rule will remain in force. 

For those that need it we will continue to run a click and collect service 
operating from the Tea Room door – orders can be made either by calling 
on 01728 648216 or emailing ianjohnson191069@yahoo.co.uk.  

For anyone that is still shielding and not leaving their houses we will 
continue the free home delivery service.  

Jane, Ian and Sian Johnson,       and Mabel  
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LORD-LIEUTENANT OF SUFFOLK AWARD 
Congratulations to Westleton Parish Council for receiving this award in 
recognition of the village's response to the Covid-19 crisis. This is an extract 
from an email from the Parish Clerk to the Village Hall trustees. 
  

In the post over the weekend I received a letter and certificate from the 
Lieutenancy Office.  Whilst the Award is made out to the Parish Council - I 
feel this is very much aimed at the wider community and all the great 
voluntary work which has gone on in the village particularly during the 
first lockdown period and the support network put in place.  
In no small measure, we are obviously very much indebted to Annie 
Groves for all her efforts and sterling work as coordinator and so it would 
seem very fitting to me that this should be displayed in the Village Hall 
for all to view.   

I am sure the majority of parishes across the county pulled together in 
similar fashion but, clearly, it is very nice to receive this recognition and 
to be appreciated for the contribution/s made.     Ian Haines 

And not the least among those deserving recognition.... 
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Yoxford 

FINALLY HERE ARE SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.… 

St Peter’s Church welcomes everyone to: 

The Flower Festival - Saturday 29th, Sunday 30th and Monday 31st May  
Harvest Lunch - Saturday 9th October  
Jubilate Concert - Sunday 17th October  

(These are if regulations permit - but we live in hope.)          Lynn Walford 

Suffolk Lord-Lieutenant Awards for Yoxford 
It is with gratitude that we note that the Lord-Lieutenant of Suffolk has 
made awards to T. Vasantha Kumar of Horner's Stores, and to the 
Reverend Brian and Mrs Maureen Jolley, in recognition of their 
outstanding service to the community in Suffolk during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
Many in Yoxford and beyond will be grateful for Horner's contribution 
to the community; and of his and Maureen's award Brian Jolley says:  "It 
was a reflection of the hard work put in by many people around us."   

Selling on Behalf of Yoxford Village Hall 

Through February we have managed to collect and receive many donations and 
have sold a lot of items, including many books at the village hall on a Monday, so 
thank you everyone.  

We thought our January total of £526 was brilliant and a great start to 2021, but 
guess what!!!???  Our February sales total is £582 (so yes, we have beaten it). 

We would like to remind everyone that with all donations received we personally 
wash all clothing, toys and soft furnishings, wipe and disinfect all wipeable items, 
and have all electrical appliances checked to ensure the items you buy are in the 
best and cleanest possible condition. 

We adhere to social distancing on collections and drop-off too. 

If you have an item/furniture that is too big/too far away for us to collect then we 
are more than happy to advertise on your behalf (final collection from your 
address). After you have sent us photos and the price, we will be happy to put a 
listing on our selling site. 
ALL WE ASK IS... that if the item is sold via our selling site we would appreciate a 
good donation or least 10% of the sold price.  So it's WIN WIN !!! 

See our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/groups/367066147086299/ 

Thank you for your valued support .    Alison Hackwell and Kirsty Blades 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/367066147086299/


www.mow4you.co.uk  
Providing 

GRASS CUTTING  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

HEDGE CUTTING 

LAWN SCARIFICATION 

ALL JOBS CONSIDERED 

 

Andrew: 07850 583093 

mow4yousuffolk@gmail.com 

WILDLIFE PONDS 

Water Garden 

Services 

Established 1985 

Specialising in 

Wildlife ponds 

New Ponds built from 

Scratch 

Ponds relined or repaired 

Ponds cleaned out or renovated 

Ponds planted out 

Tel: 01502 478140 
Please call Mark Daytime & Evenings 

The Lilacs, St Michael's Way, Wenhaston, 

Halesworth, IP19 9EH 
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Behind the Headlines 
Obscured perhaps by the success of the vaccination programme, other recent 

news has concerned me greatly. Acting on conscience isn’t difficult with the 

internet to hand, and I have used My Society’s website ‘Write To Them’ to write 

about social concerns to our M.P. https://www.writetothem.com/?

gclid=CjwKCAiAg8OBBhA8EiwAlKw3kpZ9TZHieIb0rb6OafmxF2ZrdOHX4_

rEHaicS-YnDU-h5dSa1VoCYBoCUx4QAvD_BwE 

After all the pen is mightier than the sword! The website provides a sure means 

for your letter to be noticed by the recipient, be that your representative in local 

government or your MP. Your letter will always be acknowledged, and on 

occasions when the person feels they can comment or act, you will be informed. I 

believe it goes without saying that though you may want to express your 

opinions firmly, being abusive gets no one anywhere!  

It is the plight of those who are not supported by society, together with those who 

are most vulnerable that worries me the most. The shocking fact of 400 asylum 

seekers, detained awaiting a variety of decisions, who have been kept in over-

crowded conditions and without adequate protection from the spread of Covid-

19, is a situation that no tolerant society should condone. It has been reported that 

the situation has been rectified, but only after pressure from petitions on social 

media, in particular the action of the charity Freedom from Torture. Go to their 

website 

https://www.freedomfromtorture.org/?

gclid=CjwKCAiAg8OBBhA8EiwAlKw3kmGwSXZkY6gJnWnYZgzksA1XFz-

b8PbXOELG1KT259zrdbD69Jb5YRoCJJcQAvD_BwE  

or phone 020 7697 7777.  The number of those detained in such conditions has 

been reduced from 400 to 60.  At the same time, it appears, steps that were long 

overdue have been taken at a different detention centre, the infamous Yarl’s 

Wood, to improve the deplorable standards of accommodation there. 

Other treatment is equally abhorrent; that concerning the rules around the 

repatriation of unaccompanied child refugees who reach the age of 18. Most are 

sent back to their home countries, and yet it appears that safety checks may not 

uncover the perils that they could face. Those who claim that their future safety 

has not been properly established have the right to further appeal. This involves 

huge expense in legal fees, and without our support where do they find those 

costs? Even having obtained legal representation, currently they are likely to 

suffer further from the vicissitudes of delayed administration, and further 

uncertainty concerning equal opportunity in the assessment process.  

This is well illustrated by two cases; those of Tekle and Samet: (read more about 

Samet’s case via #AFuture4Samet on Twitter). Still on occasion suffering from 

PTSD, while trafficked to this country at the age of 14 he received abuse that he 

is as yet unable to speak of. However, through the support of a good foster  

(Cont. next page) 
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family he has gained qualifications to become a carpenter. Having turned 18, and 

with the prospect of being repatriated to a life of ill treatment and abuse in his 

own country by the family from which he took flight, Samet appealed the initial 

decision to have him returned to Albania. His foster family is still raising the 

funds necessary to support his case on the “Go Fund Me” website.  

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/1tiuehghs0?

qid=a527a33a116e7fbcc5bdd023975bfddd 

This is the website where you can sign a petition to support Samet's appeal: 

https://www.change.org/p/save-my-foster-son-samet-he-is-family 

Kept in suspense for more than a year, an appeal case that should have been 

decided within six weeks has so far met with a further delay of three months. I 

believe that the potential for his appeal to be successful ought to be comparable 

to the treatment of Tekle, another unaccompanied child refugee who left his 

home country under similar circumstances (You can read the full EADT report 

online: andrew papworth archant Tekle).  

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/refugee-tekle-ipswch-school-scholarship-6540436 

Tekle has been fortunate in being accepted by Ipswich 

School, having been allowed to remain in the UK after the 

age of 18. He appears to be heading for a set of excellent  

A-Level results. What does Tekle himself say about the 

future that should await all genuine refugees? “Every country 

should accept refugees the same as their own citizens. No 

matter where anyone comes from, we are all the same.” 

Pre-judgement of future chances as the result of social 

stratification appears to lead to disparity of treatment. That is 

not the way a civilised society should treat those who flee in terror to seek refuge 

in another place. The administrative hurdles put in the way of the less fortunate 

Samet can at best be regarded as xenophobic bullying of a vulnerable young 

adult, at worst a form of torture which will cause a young person to take steps 

that once discovered will inevitably lead to forced repatriation. 

Samet and his foster father, John Stokes 

Tekle 

(Cont. next page) 
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A different case of inhuman decision making was reported in the East Anglian 

Daily Times in the middle of February. Ipswich Mencap has launched a petition 

after national reports that people with learning disabilities have been labelled 

with “do not resuscitate” orders when ill with Covid-19.  

This is the article in the East Anglian Daily Times, and at the end of that there is 

a place where you can click "sign the petition".  

https://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/ipswich-mencap-petition-launched-dnacpr-

notices-7326106 

Delays and bad policy appear to lead to situations that allow inhuman decisions 

to be taken against defenceless and vulnerable dependants. Lassitude and poor 

moral judgement ill-become one of the world’s most experienced democracies 

that claims to be world-class, but the positive aspects of social media and a free 

press are also there as checks and balances. (and for us to add our twopenny-

worth!)                                     Andrew Campbell  

SAXMUNDHAM LIBRARY 
Great News!  We have missed you and we are pleased to announce that the little 
temporary library cabin is now open again for you to return, collect and reserve 
items. You will be met by a table with a screen at the main entrance and you will 
need to wear your face mask. Please use the hand gel on the table and we will be 
happy to help you.  Unfortunately, we can't take any payments whilst we are in the 
cabin and you will need to do this on Suffolk Libraries' website:  

https://suffolk.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/LOGINB?RDT=/
SpydusCitizenPay/default.aspx  

Then login with your card and pin number, or you can visit and pay at another local 
library (sorry!). 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday, CLOSED;  Tuesday, 10am – 4.30pm;  Wednesday, 10am – 4.30pm; 

Thursday,10am—3pm;  Friday, 10am—4.30pm; Saturday, 10am—1pm 

Sunday, CLOSED 

PLEASE NOTE We don't have a letterbox and we won't be able to accept any 
returns outside of these hours. 

We are at the same site, just a little farther up Street Farm Road and opposite 
Fromus Vets. There are spaces for two cars to park on the concrete. You can still 
use other Suffolk Libraries to return and collect items. Find their opening times and 
contact details here: 

 https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/visit/locations-and-times  

We look forward to seeing you all again soon. 

Liz Gleave, Saxmundham Library Manager 
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Update from Stop Sizewell C 

In January EDF submitted revised proposals to the Planning Inspectorate 
(PINS), which include more use of trains and a second, temporary Beach 
Landing Facility plus thirteen other changes. PINS will decide whether or not 
to accept these revisions for examination after the preliminary meeting, 
which has been pushed to March/April. At the time of writing dates were 
not known, but this delay means Sizewell C cannot realistically get planning 
consent until March/April 2022. 

Meanwhile, other large-scale nuclear projects have hit trouble, with 
Horizon withdrawing its application for planning consent at Wylfa on 
Anglesey (which the Planning Inspectorate later revealed it had 
recommended be refused), and BRB pausing development work at Bradwell 
B  in Essex. This makes our work even more critical as the focus becomes 
ever more narrowed onto Sizewell C.  

If you see this before 4th March, please join our online talk at 6.30pm on 
that date with Roy Pumfrey from the Stop Hinkley Campaign, hosted with 
Together Against Sizewell C. You can book a place via our website 
www.stopsizewellc.org/action 
                 Alison Downes 
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Church Contact List 
Churchwardens 

Darsham 

Shirley Field 668371 

John Millward 668712 

Dunwich 

Christine Palmer 648890 

Middleton 

Margaret Perrett 648141 

Rita Pateman 648377 

Peasenhall 

Michael Thickitt 660549    

Michael Trovell 660218  

Sibton  

Jan Belton  660111 

Theberton 

Simon Ilett 833364 

Tina Neal 830237 

Westleton   

Jeremy Branch 648140 

Sue Foster 649034 

Yoxford  

John Sutherell 07766 146883 

Barrie Davis 668477 

CLERGY 

Rector  

Revd Tim Rogers 

The Rectory, The Street 

Darsham, Suffolk, IP17 3QA  

668951 

rector.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest 

Revd Susan Warne 668410 

Curate 

Revd Brian Jolley  668579 

Mobile 07590 046282 

Work 01502 726088.  

Reader 

Richard Newnham 648877 

Lay Elders 

Roger Coates-Smith 667037 

Lesley Davies 648144 

Carole Lee 07849 849191 

Michael Trovell 660218 

Methodist Minister 

Revd Derek Grimshaw  

01473 805486  

Roman Catholic Priest 

Fr Tony Rogers 01728 452782 

Fr Richard Ireson  01986 875837  
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TEA SHOP CLOSED AT PRESENT 
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