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Thanks to Mark Mitchels for the cover photograph this month. 

CHURCH DURING LOCKDOWN 

In line with the national lockdown, the churches of the Yoxmere Benefice will 
continue to be closed to public worship. We expect not to reopen until March, 
and will then only do so if local cases have fallen and vaccinations have 
continued at the same rapid pace, at which point we will assess the risk and 
advise you. In place of "in person" services we will keep the schedule of Zoom 
services which can be seen on Page 3. Details of Zoom Lent course - Page 6. 

If you regularly receive emails from your church (usually one of the 
churchwardens) you will receive zoom links for these services. If you do not, but 
would like to join, please email maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com and ask.  

Those attending the online gatherings are friendly and welcoming — but you 
are also welcome to sit and join in with your microphone and camera off! 

Private Prayer 
A number of our churches are opening during the week for private prayer: 
Darsham  7.30am — 4pm, Wednesdays and Sundays 

Dunwich   Closed for the time being 

Middleton 10.30am —12.30pm, Sundays 

Peasenhall 12 — 4pm, Wednesdays 
Sibton   2 — 4pm, Wednesdays 

Theberton 12 — 3pm, Wednesdays, 9am—12 Sundays 

Yoxford  2 — 4pm, Thursdays (with food bank donations) 
Westleton Closed for the time being 
Please be aware that church days and times may change at short notice. 
Tim Rogers, Rector 

FROM THE EDITOR  

This is the fifth "Virtual Fisherman" as we are again unable to print the 
magazine, and it feels very bleak to be back at this point. However, many in the 
villages are receiving their first Covid vaccination which has raised spirits. 
Meanwhile church worship and meetings are now Zooming successfully (with 
enjoyable appearances by pets and children). See below and on Pages 3 and 6 
for details. 

Thanks as ever to those who have submitted items to inform, inspire or amuse 
this month. Where photos have been sent in, I have made the most of them, 
since this is possible in a digital edition. Do please keep sending in your 
contributions. 
Keep on keeping safe.            Philippa Dent 

mailto:maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com


FEBRUARY 2021 

CHURCH SERVICES IN  

THE YOXMERE BENEFICE 

By Zoom 

 

Wednesday February 3rd      8pm Compline 

Sunday February 7th     10am Communion 

            3pm BCP Evening Prayer 

Wednesday February 10th     8pm Compline 

Sunday February 14th      10am Valentine’s Day 

           Morning Prayer 

            3pm Communion 

Wednesday February 17th    8pm Ash Wednesday   

           Communion 

Sunday February 21st     10am Communion 

            3pm Celtic Evening Prayer

           (using the Northumbria 

           Celtic  Daily Prayer) 

Wednesday February 24th    8pm Lent Course 1 followed 

           by Compline at 8.45 

Sunday February 28th     10am Morning Prayer 

All are welcome at all our services.  

Serving the parishes of Darsham, Dunwich, Middleton, 

Peasenhall, Sibton, Theberton, Westleton & Yoxford 
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Years ago I got a ‘poem a day’ book. After Christmas I 
pulled it out; I may read it through the year — but you 
know how it is with half-resolutions that seem like a good 
idea: you keep going for a week or two and then you give 
up, and you next see the book in August under a pile of 
other things… 

Anyway, the first poem of the year was this, by Susan 
Coolidge, the author of ‘What Katy Did’: 

New Every Morning 

Every day is a fresh beginning, 
Listen, my soul, to the glad refrain. 
And, spite of old sorrows 
 And older sinning, 
    Troubles forecasted 
    and possible pain, 
Take heart with the day, and begin again. 

I like the idea behind this. I’m sure you’ve found that the end of the week drags 
and you struggle to finish your jobs, but with a fresh week you get a surge of 
energy. I find this every time I rewrite my ‘to-do’ lists. The poem fitted 
January, because we all do that collective sigh and shove the old year behind us 
(this January more than ever, surely!) and resolve to do the new year 
differently (how’s the running or that diet going?). But it makes sense to do this 
every week, and every day, too. 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus warns us not to be anxious (Matt. 6:25-34). 
Don’t worry about what you’re going to eat, or drink or wear, he says. Birds 
get fed, flowers are better clothed than Solomon! 

Jesus isn’t urging laziness, nor childishness, nor a plan-less lurching from day 
to day. Just ‘first things first’. And for him, first things first is talk to God. I 
don’t want to sound trite or sanctimonious. I worry plenty. But… I’ve been 
learning that counting my blessings, telling God about my worries (and 
everything else rattling around my head) and embracing that new-every-
morning sentiment help. 

The year started on a low ebb — no kidding! You’re bored, you’re anxious and 
you’re missing your grandchildren, or mates at the pub. But tomorrow is a new 
day, there’s still much to be thankful for, and talking about it helps. Plus there’s 
always pancakes to be eaten on Tuesday 16th! 

Stay safe and be blessed,  

Tim 

Rector's Ramblings 
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From the Registers 

Weddings 

Christopher Hugh Craig Harvey to Sophie Julia Elizabeth Forrest, Saturday  
19th December 2020 at Westleton Church. 

Funerals 

Ronald Reeve on Monday 4th January aged 88 at All Saints’ Church Darsham, 
followed by a burial in the Darsham Churchyard 

Dorothy Caroline Beales on Monday 11th January aged 63 at St Michael's 
Church Peasenhall, followed by a burial in Peasenhall cemetery 

Frances Smith on Thursday 14th January aged 94. A graveside side service 
was held at Holy Trinity Church Middleton, followed by a burial in Middleton 
Churchyard 

Lorna Charlotte Katherine Turner on Friday 15th January aged 83 at Seven 
Hills Crematorium Nacton, followed by a cremation 

Gordon Sinclair John Durban on Friday 22nd January aged 64 at Seven Hills 

Crematorium Nacton, followed by a cremation 

 

Alec Crawford 

We have also been asked to give notice that Alec Crawford of Folkingham, 

Lincolnshire, passed away in St Barnabas Hospice in Grantham on  

22nd December 2020. Alec lived in Darsham before moving to Lincolnshire 

and was a bellringer at Theberton and Aldeburgh. 

(Contact address: gerry.burrows@btinternet.com) 

7th Proverbs 8: 1, 22-31 Colossians 1: 15-20 John 1:1-14 

14th 2 Kings 2: 1-12 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 Mark 9: 2-9 

21st Genesis 9: 8-17 1 Peter 3: 18-22 Mark 1: 9-15 

28th Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 Romans 4: 13-25 Mark 8: 31-38 

Lectionary for February 



Lent Course: Climb every mountain! 
How about a little theological mountaineering this Lent?* From the comfort of 

your living room you can scale the heights of biblical theology, and be back in 

time for cocoa… 

Throughout the Bible, mountains represent particular places of encounter with 

God, or conflict with evil. Starting on Wednesday 24th at 8pm and each week 

thereafter, we will explore some of the mountains in the Bible, the events that 

happened there, and their significance at the time, and to us today. We will begin 

with Eden and Ararat, the beginning and the second beginning, before travelling 

to Mount Sinai, the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, Golgotha, the Mount of Olives 

and Mount Megiddo. Through these locations we will explore creation, 

covenant, sacrifice, salvation, the ascension, and God’s victory over evil. 

We will use Zoom. If you have not yet Zoomed, but you do have a computer, do 

ask someone you know about downloading and using Zoom — there is no 

charge and it is surprisingly easy. Each session will have an introduction 

outlining the place and its stories, a period for discussion and feedback, and time 

to think what it means to us today. 

If you receive email communications from the church you will receive the link. If 

not, and you would like to join us, please email Maureen Jolley —

 maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com—who will add you to the list to send links. 

If you don’t wish to Zoom — that’s OK! As we have been with morning prayer 

and reflections, we will distribute materials by email. You could spend a prayer 

time or "quiet time" looking at the material, chat about it with your spouse/

partner if they are Christian and interested, or talk with a friend by phone. 

If you know someone without email 

who would like to receive the 

materials, do please help out and 

print them copies. 

Each session will be 45 minutes 

(quite enough for Zoom), and will be 

immediately followed by Night 

Prayer (aka Compline) which you 

are welcome, but not obliged, to join. 

All blessings, 

Tim and the Ministry Team 

 

*Some of these might be more hills 

than mountains — don’t quibble! 

The Mount of Olives 
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LENT APPEAL FROM BISHOPS MARTIN SEELEY  
AND MIKE HARRISON 

 

For some years our Diocese has maintained a link with the Diocese of 
Kagera in Western Tanzania — through mutual visits, the sharing of ideas, 
prayer, and other support. This year the Bishops invite us to focus on 
supporting key workers in Kagera who provide vital services to their 
communities, thinking particularly of farmers, doctors (see photos below) 
and priests. We can support them by learning more about their world and 
situation, by prayer, and by fundraising. For more details about the Lent 
Challenge, visit https://www.cofesuffolk.org/exploring-faith/our-bishops/
bishops-lent-appeal/   

The Bishops' Challenge booklet, with a focus for every day in Lent, can be 
found here: 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f214e41ab1e4/content/pages/
documents/1610380031.pdf 

 
Bwana Asifiwe! (Praise the Lord!)  
Tim Rogers 
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All Things Cruel and Terrible Revisited 

 Nearly ten years ago I wrote an article entitled “All Things 

Cruel and Terrible – the Lord God Made Them All?  This is 

something that we who are Christians simply must come to 

terms with. “All things bright and beautiful” is all very well, 

but what about all things cruel and terrible? These must be 

acknowledged and, on the face of it, they do seem to count 

against there being a loving God! There is nothing new here. 

Nine years before the publication of Darwin’s celebrated work in 1859, 

Tennyson wrote that “nature, red in tooth and claw, with ravine, shriek’d 

against his [i.e. man’s] creed.” For the past year, we have had the Covid 19 

virus and it spread rapidly to become a pandemic. Now we have the all-too-

easily transmissible variant, which has brought us yet another lockdown. It 

has devastated human life across the planet. Many have died, isolated from 

their loved ones. Many more have suffered horribly and are doing so as I 

write. Some are suffering from “Long Covid” in which victims are left with 

severe disabilities, the prognosis of which is uncertain. How can God be love 

in the face of all this? 

 Some have found a sort of answer by calling this world a “vale of soul-

making.” According to this idea, the hardships and suffering of this life are 

the means by which we mature as persons to make us ready for the life 

beyond death, which is one of unimaginable happiness and fulfilment. But 

does this future really compensate for the immense suffering endured by 

humans in this life? Similar to this is the view that God has a detailed plan, 

and what happens to the humans, whether collectively or to individuals, is 

planned by God and is, in some way, for their well-being in the long term. If I 

get Covid, it is part of God’s plan and though I don’t understand how that can 

be, all will be well in the end!  Both theories are obviously of some 

reassurance to those who hold them, but are they really consistent with a 

loving God? In Dostoyevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov, Ivan declares 

that ultimate bliss does not justify the suffering of even one child; and if this 

is the price of having the joys of Heaven, he will respectfully hand in his 

entrance ticket! 

 We believe that God is the creator - that the universe owes its existence to 

him and that he sustains it in being from moment to moment.  However, if  
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terrible things happen in the course of nature, it can only be that God allows 

a measure of freedom to his creation. And things don’t always come right! 

Thus, there are rogue cells which multiply at the expense of others and so 

destroy the organism of which they are a part. There are viruses capable of 

wiping out whole populations. But God does not intend these things. He 

doesn’t micromanage his creation. Yet we cannot exonerate God completely. 

Ultimately, he is responsible for these things. He does take the risk of their 

happening. But it is the risk born of love. God creates out of love and he 

loves his creation and love allows freedom to what is loved. Love involves 

letting be!  And, as with all love, God’s love awaits a response – the response 

of love acknowledged and returned. How can creation respond like that? It 

can do so in humankind - which took billions of years to evolve and which 

God imbued with a special affinity to himself (‘made in God’s image’). Yet 

humankind, in its freedom, frequently fails to make that response.  

If we are Christians we believe that, through the coming of Jesus Christ, God 

is both present in his creation and purposed to transform it. Meanwhile, he is 

in travail to bring that new creation to birth. He suffers with it - and in it - 

and ever seeks to bring good out of evil.  For example, he has inspired 

humans to respond to Covid by coming together to help one another and to 

look out for our neighbour. Moreover, he has given us the gift of modern 

science and enabled  researchers to come up with vaccines with 

unprecedented speed! 

Of course, there is no definitive, tidy answer to the problem of suffering. It is 

a mystery and will always be so from our perspective in this world. But we 

do have some signposts.  Evolution is one and it goes a long way to suggest 

how we are to make sense of creation. The other is, of course, God’s sharing 

in our suffering through the Incarnation and, supremely, on the cross. 

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

"Give me a light, that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness, and put your hand  
into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light, 

and safer than a known way.” 

                  John Kemp 

10 

(The lines above are from the preamble to a poem called "God Knows" by Minnie Louise 
Haskins. They were quoted by King George VI in his Christmas broadcast of 1939.)  
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS TO YOU ALL 

Looking back, 2020 has brought sunshine and showers. Many people have 

been through difficult times but we have all been heartened by acts of 

kindness and inspired by those who have been prepared to go the extra 

mile. 

Mothers’ Union has battled on, changing the way we work but still holding 

fast to the core values of prayer, love, service and commitment. Meetings of 

trustees have been held on Zoom and we have grown better at managing 

this form of communication. 

I intend to have a branch meeting using Zoom on Thursday 18th February at 

2.30pm. Further details can be obtained from me at the number below. 

It has been a busy year. We have continued to support the work of the 

women’s refuge, the night shelter and our hospitals. Hundreds of cards 

were made by MU members for prisoners and when we found ourselves at 

home with time to do it, a lot of sewing and knitting has been done. Letters 

and emails have gone out to members to keep them in touch with what is 

going on in the wider Mothers’ Union.  

The new year has led us into a more challenging phase of this pandemic; we 

pray for our NHS as it cares for all those who are ill and comforts those who 

may not recover. We pray for the efficient delivery of the vaccination 

programme. We give thanks for the many examples of kindness, empathy, 

and selflessness that have encouraged us over the past year. 

Sue Norrington 01728 660280 

Yoxmere Branch Leader  
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THE YOXMERE FISHERMAN Guidelines for Contributors 

The Yoxmere Fisherman is published for the Yoxmere Benefice, which comprises 
the Church of  England parishes of Darsham, Dunwich, Middleton, Peasenhall, 
Sibton, Theberton, Westleton and Yoxford. Visitors may find more information 
about our parishes at www.achurchnearyou.com 

Submissions should be sent by the 14th of the preceding month, and  
preferably by email to yoxmerefisherman@gmail.com.  
Alternatively, by post to The Editor, Cottage on the Common, Bakers Lane, 
Westleton, IP17 3AZ.  

For details of advertising please email: yoxmereadvertisers@gmail.com   

VIRTUAL FISHERMAN 
Whether or not there is a print copy of the magazine, it is always posted online. 
The current edition and a few months of previous issues can be found at  
http://westleton.onesuffolk.net/church/yoxmere-fisherman/ 

You can also find the Yoxmere Benefice on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/Saxmundhamdeanery 

PLANT A TREE AND 
CAPTURE SOME CARBON 

 
Oaks and Walnuts 

 

For Sale, £5 each. 

Money to Sibton Church. 
 

I have 6 oaks and 6 walnut trees 

waiting to be planted out. They 

are 2-3 years old and about 2ft 
tall, and in pots.  

 

Please ring Rosie on  

01728 660369  

COMPUTER HELP 
If you need IT support at this 
time when many of us are 
particularly reliant on our 
computers, Alex Card of Acecom 
Solutions in Leiston is offering 
help, either by arranging for you 
to take your computer to his 
home (suitably social distanced—
you'll leave it in his shed), or by 
giving advice over the phone. 

Contact him at either of these 
email addresses: 

alex@acecomsolutions.uk 

acecomsolutions@gmail.com 



THE WHITE HORSE 
WESTLETON 

A massive thank-you to everyone who 
has continued to support us 

 
We are now back open for  

food & drinks daily  
 

Lunch 12.00—3.00pm 
Evenings  6.00—11.00pm 

 

01728 648222 
westletonwhitehorse@gmail.com 

 
PIES still a speciality! 
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS 
Yox Valley Partnership of Schools  
including Middleton Primary and  
Yoxford and Peasenhall Primary 

Our assembly theme for this half term is "It's Good to be me" and we are exploring 
how everyone has something special to offer, which makes them who they are. It 
isn’t about what they look like, or what they are good at, but each child is unique 
and special in his or her own particular way. 

We are also looking at how it "is OK not to be OK" and at this difficult time we all 
have increased anxieties and concerns. Our pupils' wellbeing is very important to 
us and we have started monitoring again how they are feeling. Like we did last 
lockdown, each week we will pose the question "How are you feeling?" and ask 
them to score this from 0-10 and we will keep track on these scores looking for 
trends and hopefully picking up any sudden changes from individuals, so that we 
can support them.  

We have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our local communities over the 
past few weeks, and we are delighted that because of this, we have been able to 
purchase many additional tablets to support families with the home learning, 
where technology is an issue. We have also been able to access a number of 
laptops from the Government and these are currently with our IT technicians being 
set up ready to be distributed to individuals.       Gail Jerman 

Dictation exercise for Ash Class shared by children in the classroom  
and at home—by live video link. 

Part of a letter from the Academy Head to parents and carers, reflecting the 
challenges the children and staff are meeting in these difficult times 
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"The stars were all around him now. 

Singing at him like a great big choir. 

Lucky looked down at himself, he quickly 

noticed he was covered in blinding 

plasma just as if he was becoming a 

star. Memories of mum were dancing in 

his head. He didn’t know why. Quicker 

than what he could think, these 

wonderful memories vanished into the 

pits of his mind. Lucky felt a blazing 

heat behind him getting stronger. He 

felt himself being submerged in more 

plasma as he rapidly woke up.  We have 

also read about the alien Frollix and 

looked carefully at the description to 

help us draw pictures." 

Spruce Class 

In English at the 
moment we are 
reading the book 
Phoenix by S F Said. 
The children have 
been using lots of 
inference and 
prediction skills to 
understand the 
character Lucky and 
how he is feeling. In 
today's lesson, they 
had to imagine they 
were Lucky in a 
dream and write 
about what they 
could see, hear and 
feel. This is George's 
example. 

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOLS (cont.) 

Today I had a Pfizer jab 
The first one that I ever had. 
The vaccine centre at Sole Bay 
Was less than half an hour away. 

The leaflet that I had to read 
Listed symptoms of disease 
And all the nasty side effects 
That if unlucky I could get. 

If I felt I had the flu 
I was told what I should do: 
“Take Paracetamol,” it said, 
“Have a rest and go to bed.” 

        VACCINATION DAY by Judy Shearme 
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MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS 

Over a long life I have seen a good many Christmases. Some stand 

out more than others, and I will go back mainly to my childhood and 

family celebrations. In the 1930s my memories are as much about the 

preparations as for Christmas Day itself. My father was a mining 

engineer who had two collieries under his management - one in the 

Potteries, and one in the country where I lived with my parents, my 

younger sister and my grandmother. We were surrounded by colliery 

land and this enabled us to keep chickens, ducks, a cow and a pig, and 

we had a large garden. One of the first signs of Christmas was my 

grandmother fussing about her flock of turkeys. Granny had lived 

with us since I was two years old - she was a farmer's widow from 

before the First World War; she brought up four children and then 

volunteered as a wartime nurse. Once established with us she decided 

to rear turkeys and they provided her with income for the year until 

she qualified for her pension of 10 shillings a week.  

It was all hands on deck as 

the turkeys were prepared 

for many Christmas 

dinners - they had to be 

killed, plucked, dressed and 

delivered. There was great 

rejoicing if someone wanted 

their turkey "in feather". As 

turkeys are game birds they 

can be hung a week or more 

and I can remember large 

numbers hanging outside 

butchers’ shops. No 

domestic freezers or supermarkets in my childhood! 

Indoors my sister and I were put to work making paper chains and 

other fancy paper decorations to string up in the house; holly had to 

be put over the pictures; parcels had to be packed and there were last 

minute finishing touches to little homemade presents. 

In the kitchen was the usual bustle preparing the Christmas goodies, 

and Granny and I decorated the Christmas cake.  On Christmas Eve  
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we decorated the Christmas tree; and so to bed. In the morning there 

was the black school stocking with always a tangerine in the toe, 

peanuts in their shells and a collection of odd shaped bits and pieces 

to keep us amused until breakfast. 

Then church, and home in time to welcome the colliery brass band in 

the drive at the front of the house, whatever the weather. Quite often 

it was a snowy scene and they regaled us with carols. Out came the 

beer and mince pies - it was the highlight of the day. 

Lunch came next, mostly cooked by Granny, and we sat down to a 

beautifully decorated table with the best china and silver. After lunch 

we opened our presents and then, I think, the grown-ups went to 

sleep. I hoped the presents would include a new book with which I 

could curl up on the sofa by a blazing fire. Quite often we would go to 

a friend's house for an evening meal and more celebration. How did 

we manage to eat so much? 

To complete the memory there was the obligatory walk on Boxing 

Day and the writing of thank-you letters.  Over the years the basic 

pattern has persisted in our family with many adaptations as 

circumstances required. I am sure it is the same with most families. 

In the wider world many things have changed and the whole season 

has become much more commercialised - September/ October is much 

too soon for shops and television screens to be dominated by 

Christmas advertisements and flashing lights. 

There are many recollections over the years - for instance, what are 

you supposed to do as an inexperienced 23-year-old clergy wife when 

you are presented by the local poacher with a woodcock? You consult 

Mrs Beaton, do as she says and divide the result into four as a 

savoury! 

Decorating the church is another vivid memory. I seem to have been 

helping to decorate both parish churches and cathedrals for ever  - 

and a great pleasure it has been. 

As a clerical family we always had to be at home and we usually had 

someone outside the family  for Christmas Day. After retirement the 

pattern changed again but it has always been a special family time 

extending now to great grandchildren celebrating the birth of Christ 

and all that it means to the world.                          Katharine Riches 
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       Sue Trovell 
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Groups in Leiston &  
Framlingham  

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
For more details  

contact Julie 

 07940 583320 

jxl@openaccess.co.uk 
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Darsham  

Darsham Parish Council 

The January Parish Council meeting was held, once again, using Zoom.   

The chairman welcomed our new parish councillor, Dr Ian Isaacs, to his first 
meeting.  He will be taking on responsibility for footpaths. 

The main task this month was to set the budget for next year and to set the 
precept.  The precept will be raised as usual, but as there are now more 
houses in the village, the effect on individual rate payers will be that they 
will be paying less than in this current year. 

The PC’s promise to pay for the installation of Wi-Fi in the village hall and to 
pay the running expenses for the first twelve months is reflected in the 
budget, as is a commitment to improve the fencing at the allotments using 
the money budgeted for last year but not used due to the pandemic. 

It was suggested and agreed that we will plant a tree in the village orchard 
in memory of Ron Reeve, who was chairman of the PC for many years as 
well as chairman of the village hall committee, and the village historian. 

                   Robin Leggate 

 Christmas Celebration 

The Christmas Celebration took place on Thursday 17th December and the 
church looked very festive with beautiful floral arrangements and a 
Christmas tree. Whilst there was no carol singing, Andrew played some 
lovely music and Tim sang Silent Night to guitar accompaniment. Sadly that 
was the last service of the year due to the risks posed by the virus. 

Worship 

Sunday worship has been suspended during the lockdown but the church will 
be open on Sundays and Wednesdays for individual prayer. 

Friday Prayers 

These continue and are available online to all in our benefice.  Should you 
wish to be added to the circulation list, please email Roger 
on  rcsmith377@outlook.com  or Maureen on 
maureen.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com  . 
                 Roger Coates Smith 



Registered Member of the 
Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

Registered Member of the 
Institute of Chimney Sweeps 
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Clean and Friendly Service 

Fully Insured 

Smoke Tests 

Insurance certificates 

CCTV inspections 

Competitive Rates 
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Darsham (cont.) 

ARE YOU HOME ALONE? 

Are you at home alone and “locked down”, unable to get out 
and meet people? There is a small group in Darsham who 
would be happy to have a chat on a regular basis and to 

provide support at a difficult time. I can promise that it would be 
private and your details will not be passed on to anyone other 

than your contact. 

 “The Silver Line”,  Dame Esther Rantzen’s helpline for older 
people is another alternative if you wish to remain anonymous. 

They can be contacted on 0800 4708090. 

My contact details are Roger on 01728 667037 
or   rcsmith377@outlook.com  

Contact me and I will pass you on to a “phone friend”.  

DARSHAM VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 

October 
1st (£100) : Mr. J. Simons   2nd (£50):Mrs. Williams      
3rd (£25):  Mr. E. Emrich 

November 
1st (£100 ) :  Mr. G. Mills, 2nd (£50), Mrs. Y. Maynard, 
3rd (£25)  Mr. R. Leggate, 4th (£25), Mr. J. Griffiths 

December 
1st (£100) : Mr. C. Poupard, 2nd (£50), Mr. J. Millward, 
3rd (£25) : Mr. J. Griffiths 

mailto:rcsmith377@outlook.com
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ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICE 

PAYROLL SERVICES 

SELF-ASSESSMENT TAX AGENT 
 

The complete service for small businesses 
 
  Please call Nicky Kinahan 01728 660036 

      nickykinahan@nhkaccounting.com 

NHK 

SERVICES 

FRAMLINGHAM 

We donate to Breast 
Cancer now after every 

completed sale.  

01728 724566 
www.huntingfieldestates.co.uk 

 

 

Free Market Appraisals,  
Free Photography, 

Free Floorplans,  
Free Glossy Brochures 

and all with great service 
 

9 Market Hill, Framlingham, 
Suffolk, IP13 9AN 



Middleton 

Hector & Simon 
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Middleton Art Exhibition  

Middleton Parish Council was able to secure support from the East 
Suffolk District Council "Bounce Back" Fund to support communities 
and decided to organise an art competition and exhibition over the 
weekend of the 19th and 20th December. Prizes were awarded for 
best art and craft exhibit, best photograph and best under-18 exhibit. 
The organisers were impressed with the enthusiastic and supportive 
response they received from Middleton Primary School and the local 
community, despite the short notice they were given. We always 
knew Middleton had many talented residents and school pupils. The 
organisers were amazed and delighted with the skills and range of 
talents the exhibition was able to celebrate. With strict Covid 
restrictions in place, visitors were welcomed with a mince pie and a 
festive glass of mulled wine. The public 
voted for: 
Nigel ~ Photography  
Barbara ~ Arts and Crafts  
Peta ~ Arts and Crafts runner up  
Amy ~ under 18 category  
Merran ~ Middleton Primary School 

Middleton Parish Council would like to 
thank everyone who allowed us to display 
their work in the exhibition; the Summer 
Winers who helped with the display 
boards; and Barbara, Rebecca, Fiona, 
Julian, Lesley and Lynda who gave their 
time to ensure the exhibition was a 
success. The raffle raised £120 which was 
donated to the Lighthouse Women’s Aid charity. We hope to organise 
another art and craft exhibition in 2021. So get busy! 
                Lynda Whitbread 



Middleton (cont.) 

More pictures 
from the 
exhibition 

26 



www.mow4you.co.uk  
Providing 

GRASS CUTTING  

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

HEDGE CUTTING 

LAWN SCARIFICATION 

ALL JOBS CONSIDERED 

 

Andrew: 07850 583093 

mow4yousuffolk@gmail.com 

WILDLIFE PONDS 

Water Garden 

Services 

Established 1985 

Specialising in 

Wildlife ponds 

New Ponds built from 

Scratch 

Ponds relined or repaired 

Ponds cleaned out or renovated 

Ponds planted out 

Tel: 01502 478140 
Please call Mark Daytime & Evenings 

The Lilacs, St Michael's Way, Wenhaston, 

Halesworth, IP19 9EH 
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Poppy Collection 

On behalf of the Royal 
British Legion I would like 
to thank the people of 
Peasenhall and Sibton for 
their response in November 
to the Poppy Appeal. This 
year we had to do it in a 
different way: no house-to-
house collection, but an 
envelope with poppies 
inside was distributed with 
the Fisherman through 
every door in the two 
villages. I think you 
appreciated the effort - it 
showed. In 2019 we 
collected £530, in 2020 £1,047, our highest ever sum! This is a spectacular 
achievement. Many, many thanks to you all. 
Kenneth Parry Brown,  
Royal British Legion organiser for Peasenhall and Sibton  
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Peasenhall & Sibton 

Wreath and ceramic poppies (one for each of the 
fallen soldiers) in Peasenhall Church 

Westleton 
WESTLETON VILLAGE HALL 

Although the hall has to be closed at the moment due to Covid 19 
restrictions, we are permitted to still run the food bank collection point, so 
please donate on Thursdays if you can.  We have restarted "Let's Do Coffee" 
- an online Zoom social on Fridays 10.30am-11.30am - and are also updating 
the Lockdown Local Information Guide weekly, which can be found on the 
hall's website www.westletonvillagehall.co.uk, and on the hall's 
noticeboard.  To be added onto the email circulars for the guide and/or 
Zoom socials please contact Annie Groves, Centre Manager on 01728 
648354 or email centremanager@westletonvillagehall.co.uk   We look 
forward to welcoming you back to the hall once it's safer and we are 
permitted to do so.  Stay safe, all.   

Annie Groves, Centre Manager (Monday- Friday mornings) 

Join us on Facebook                             Tel: 01728 648354  

http://www.westletonvillagehall.co.uk/
about:blank
https://www.facebook.com/Westleton-Village-Hall-106890120950787


 

Halesworth Road,  
Sibton, Suffolk. IP17 2JJ 

Telephone: 01728 660337 

www.sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk  

email: info@sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk 

The perfect place for a light lunch or a  
three course meal 
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BOILER SERVICING AND INSTALLATIONS 

LANDLORDS' GAS SAFETY CHECKS 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS 

BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE 

For your free estimate, 

Please call: 

07842 311985 

Or email: 

Coastalplumbing75@gmail.com 

bookings@westletonvh.co.uk 

A gem of an 
unspoilt  

16th-century 
Suffolk  

country pub 

TAYLOR MADE 
FLOWERS 
Lesley Taylor 

Wedding, Event and  
Tribute Florist 

Fully qualified with 15 years experience 

Red Lodge Barn, 
Middleton Moor, 

Saxmundham IP17 3LN  

07970 257329  

taylormadeflowers@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:info@sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk
mailto:taylormadeflowers@yahoo.co.uk


Westleton (cont.) 

Westleton Poppy Appeal 2020 

Given the extremely difficult times we find ourselves in, I am 
pleased to advise that we have collected to date the magnificent 
sum of £573.79 towards the Royal British Legion 2020 Poppy 
Appeal. 
Thank you, everyone, for your continued support.  

Lynda Tyler, Local Organiser 

Westleton Common News 
As the present Coronavirus lockdown is likely to continue until at least the 
middle of February, there will be no working party or nature walk in 
February.  If circumstances change for the better, we would like to have a 
working party on Saturday March 20th, and if not, we shall look forward to 
welcoming our volunteers back in September.  During the summer we might be 
able to resume nature walks - you never know.                         Juliet Bullimore  
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Westleton (cont.) 

Westleton WI 

 

Star light, star bright, 

The first star I see tonight, 

I wish I may, I wish I might, 

Have the wish I wish tonight. 

 

Early in December the WI Committee elves 
came around with lovely treats and gifts 
and a stick star to decorate. 

And all of a sudden they started appearing 
in the village. Silver ones, red ones, tinsel ones, ivy 
ones for all to see and admire and give a lift to our 
spirits in this rather humbling year.  

And they are always there - in the grey daylight too!  

So may they remind us of the stars that are always 
around, even if we cannot see them, to lead us on. 

Susanne Bennell 
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Westleton (cont.) 

SKULL DISCLAIMER 

With reference to Linda Ginn’s comment in the November Fisherman, I 

should like to reassure readers that there has never been a still life session 

involving a human skull at the meetings of Westleton Art Group. I have 

been a member since the first meeting in 2002. 

                 Elisabeth Young 

More stellar decorations.... 



Yoxford 

Planting of Ecumenical Oak Tree in Yoxford Churchyard 

In late autumn, Yoxford resident Dr Kathleen Walker, supported by Yoxford 
Tree Warden Ian Shaw and Church Warden John Sutherell, planted an oak 
tree in our churchyard as part of our wild-flower-meadow project. The tree 
is one of 120 oaks sponsored jointly by the Woodland Trust and the Roman 
Catholic Church that have been planted in this part of East Suffolk. We are 
most grateful to Dr Kathy and the Roman Catholic community for this 
generous initiative.              
                   John Sutherell  

YOXFORD POPPY APPEAL 2020 

Despite the challenges of Covid 19, and no house-to-
house collections round the village, I am pleased to be 
able to report that Yoxford managed to raise the 
splendid sum of £363.03 for the 2020 poppy appeal.  

I sincerely thank again all who supported, and helped in 
various ways, in making this year’s appeal so successful. 

 Rosemary Draper (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 
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Yoxford (cont.) 

MONDAY MORNINGS IN YOXFORD 

Our Village Hall (on Old High Road) opens 
as our Post Office from 9.30am - 12noon 
so come along and use it. 

At the same time, if you passing or need 
something to read then pop into the 
hallway of the hall as we have a MASSIVE 
BOOK SALE. Hundreds on offer and all we 
ask is a donation (funds go towards the 
upkeep of the hall).  

FACEBOOK PAGE RAISING MONEY 
FOR YOXFORD VILLAGE HALL  

Allison Hackwell has been selling items for the past three years on the 
Facebook page: Selling on Behalf of Yoxford Village Hall towards Upkeep. 
With every spare minute of her days she lists, sells, and then welcomes 
buyers to collect from her home in Yoxford.  

Her total for 2020 came to £2,457.89. 

From the residents of Yoxford let us give A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO 
ALLISON.  

With donations flowing at the start of 2021, Kirsty Blades of Copperbeech 
B&B has now come on board to help Allison list and sell items on behalf of 
our Yoxford Village Hall, so join their page and feel free to buy items - or 
should you have items for them to sell, please message them for collection/
drop off.   https://www.facebook.com/groups/367066147086299/ 

                   Kirsty Blades 

I would like to thank everyone who bought a face mask from me 
(SNIPS Hairdressers. Yoxford ). This time I donated £100 to  the 
BABY BEREAVEMENT GROUP at Colchester and Ipswich 
Hospitals.  
Many thanks!  
Maureen Martin-Wiles  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/367066147086299/


Yoxford (cont.) 
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YOXFORD CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN 2020 

A massive thank you to all those who were involved in the 2020 

Countdown. The imagination and effort this year were brilliant and 

produced some truly amazing displays!  Unfortunately the weather was 

against us on Christmas Eve but that didn't stop several of you venturing 

out and supporting the event; thank you.  To G&T's and Copperbeech, 

thank you for the mulled wine and goodies - they were delightful and very 

welcome indeed! 

Congratulations to Duncan and Emily McCallum, the winners of the 

Count-the-Stocking competition who correctly counted twenty-five 

stockings.  Their prize, a stocking full of goodies has been delivered to 

Duncan and Emily. 

The answer to the Anagram:  "AND THE BELLS WERE RINGING 

OUT FOR CHRISTMAS DAY". 

Carol Rose and the Christmas Countdown Team 



Yoxford (cont.) 

Window 

displays 

 from 

 Yoxford 

Christmas 

Countdown 
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    Prayer/ Hymn 

         by Elizabeth Parsons 

There is no pain  

where You are  

 

the sun flying softly across the grasses 

mossy flecks with lichen 

a crack in stone, layered red sand 

deep in the dwelling, Your Love is 

 

Strong 

fern unfurl your secret desire for  

the vast quantities of creative union 

we are the world, the Earth, and  

the world knows us 

a chiffchaff stripes the air with  

springly chatter. 

 

Piping pure melody into my ear  

Glory of sweet mystery 

spirit we share  

green leaves to greet the sun  

I am breathed, I am about Life  

Kindle us, be with us all, evermore  

Amen.   
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Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group 

Behind the scenes of Who Do You Think You Are? 
Dr Nick Barratt  
Monday 15th February, 7.30 pm  

The Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group is 
delighted to welcome Dr Nick Barratt to give our 

online talk in February. The author, 
researcher and world-leading 
genealogist from the hit TV 
series Who do you think you are? will explore the impact of the 
show on the way we research our family stories, and looks at 
how broadcast media and the rise of the internet have 
transformed genealogy and family history. He explains how the 
hit BBC series was commissioned, researched and filmed.  

Among other things, Nick is a teaching fellow at the University of 
Dundee, a fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and President of the Federation of 
Family History Societies. 

FURTHER ONLINE TALKS VIA ZOOM 

Shake, Rattle and Roll : A personal perspective on Orford Ness - Nigel Turner 
Monday 15th March, 7.30 pm 

A native of Leiston who served an 
apprenticeship at Garrett's, Nigel 
Turner was employed at the Atomic 
Weapons Research Establishment 
(AWRE), Orford Ness, from 1961-1964. 

In what promises to be a fascinating 
talk, sprinkled with personal 
anecdotes, Nigel traces the history of the site from its establishment as an airfield at 
the beginning of WW1, through to its pioneering work in support of military 
warfare, including the development of radar, testing of the Polaris missile carried by 
nuclear submarines and research into the dropping of atomic bombs. 

Genetic Genealogy - DNA for Beginners - Debbie Kennett  
Monday 19th April, 7.30 pm 

These Zoom-based events are free to members, but will also be available to non-
members at a cost of £3.  Payment can be made either by direct transfer or by 
cheque. For full details see https://avsfhg.org.uk/events/book/.   Alternatively, at 
only £6 per annum for single membership or £10 per household, why not sign up as 
a full member of this growing band of passionate family historians. 
                   Maggie Strutt 

Pagodas at Orford Ness 
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Church Contact List 
Churchwardens 

Darsham 

Shirley Field 668371 

John Millward 668712 

Dunwich 

Christine Palmer 648890 

Middleton 

Margaret Perrett 648141 

Rita Pateman 648377 

Peasenhall 

Michael Thickett 660549    

Michael Trovell 660218  

Sibton  

Jan Belton  660111 

Theberton 

Simon Ilett 833364 

Tina Neal 830237 

Westleton   

Jeremy Branch 648140 

Sue Foster 649034 

Yoxford  

John Sutherell 07766 146883 

Barrie Davis 668477 

CLERGY 

Rector  

Revd Tim Rogers 

The Rectory, The Street 

Darsham, Suffolk, IP17 3QA  

668951 

rector.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com 

Assistant Priest 

Revd Susan Warne 668410 

Curate 

Revd Brian Jolley  668579 

Mobile 07590 046282 

Work 01502 726088.  

Reader 

Richard Newnham 648877 

Lay Elders 

Roger Coates-Smith 667037 

Lesley Davies 648144 

Carole Lee 07849 849191 

Michael Trovell 660218 

Methodist Minister 

Revd Derek Grimshaw  

01473 805486  

Roman Catholic Priest 

Fr Tony Rogers 01728 452782 

Fr Richard Ireson  01986 875837  
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TEA SHOP CLOSED AT PRESENT 
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