
Reflection       2 Tim. 3:14-4:5 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you 

know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of 

his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season 

and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 

instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 

suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 

evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

 

Our epistle contains one of the best known passages in which the Bible talks about itself. Paul 

says to Timothy, his protégé, that all scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. What did Paul mean by God-breathed? 

Islam asserts that Mohammed had no creative input in the Quran, that he took dictation from 

Allah. Christianity does not say the same about the Bible. Even in translation you can easily 

detect style differences between Matthew and John, between Paul’s letters and the writer to 

the Hebrews, and between any of these and the Old Testament. Text scholars can detect 

differences within books of the Old Testament, suggesting that they were put together by 

committee, not a single hand. There is human creativity and editing writ large all over it. 

Scripture is God-breathed, but still bears human character. We have to deal with it! 

God-breathed does not mean you always have to take it literally. The Bible is a large book that 

employs lots of different styles of writing. A third of the Old Testament is poetry. We can’t 

expect poetry to read like something your lawyer would draw up — that’s not fair! So, the 

biggest issue in comprehending the Bible might be the different writing styles it uses, and 

recognising what kind of truth is being communicated. Narratives are God-breathed in different 

ways to law. 

You also have to bear in mind context. What God said to Moses has to be read differently now 

than 3000 years ago, because Christ came and said different things. It is irresponsible to read 

the Bible as a flat document. Literalism and respect for God’s word aren’t the same thing. 

How can you understand it better? How can you  plunder the measureless riches? You might 

try: 

• Reading about genre: ‘How to read the Bible for all its worth’ is great. 

• Buying a reference: A Bible dictionary can be a heavy tome, but gives you background 

to each book of the Bible, key themes, maps, timelines, and explanations of stuff the 

Bible never explains, like what a Sadducee is. Commentaries talk you through 

individual books. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Tim.+3%3A14-4%3A5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a


• You might start learning Bible verses: because learning actual lines of the Bible really 

helps you know it. You could try learning Jesus’s ‘I am’ statements, or ‘The Roman 

Road’ (look it up!), or if you have a Bible with with suggested passages to learn about 

prayer, or for times of doubt, you could try there. 

• And you might look at a website like Bibleproject.org, which contains brilliant 

explanations for lots of crucial things in the Bible. 

A great test of whether you know or understand something is to ask whether you could 

explain it to others. Could you explain your Christian faith to an interested friend? You know 

what you believe, but could you talk about it? If you’re not sure, what might you do about 

that? 

All scripture is God-breathed, says Paul. There is the breath of life in it! I enthuse about this 

book because I’m sure that knowing the Bible is life-changing, and in turn, world changing. 

What’s not to love? 

Amen. SDG 

Revd Tim 

 

http://bibleproject.org/

