
Mark 5: 25-34 
25Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve 
years. 26She had endured much under many physicians and had spent all that she had; 
and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus and came 
up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, ‘If I but touch his 
clothes, I will be made well.’ 29Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in 
her body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware that power had gone 
forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my 
clothes?’ 31And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how 
can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ 32He looked all round to see who had done it. 33But 
the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down 
before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace and be healed of your disease.’ 
 
Reflection 
This small passage is oner of the most amazing and powerful of the parables. To 
understand you have to look at it through the eyes of the woman. For twelve years she 
had suffered from what is basically a prolonged period, and we must remember that in 
those days women were deemed unclean while haemorrhaging and were kept in more 
or less isolation during the flow of blood. The treatments she would have received would 
have seemed barbaric to us in these days many of the treatments would have included 
leeches. So here we have a women close to her wits end, lonely isolated, quite possibly 
shunned by her family and outcast by her husband, we never know her name yet here 
is a woman of such great faith that all she wants to do is be near Jesus and touch his 
clothing in the hope that he will take away this torment that she has suffered.  
What makes this so powerful is that Jesus does not have to do anything, this woman’s 
faith heals her and Jesus responds to this in kindness and love. This was a life 
changing moment for the woman, a moment which would allow her to lead “a normal” 
life. 
I hope that this inspires in us a similar faith that Jesus will be with us and heal us of all 
that troubles us. We are at a time where our faith is there to support us and help us to 
return to a normal life. All we have to do is to go in peace and pass that peace to all we 
meet, God and Jesus will do the rest, Amen 
 
Prayer 
Loving Lord , you know us better than we know ourselves, 
You know what we need to live the life you want for us. 
Thank you for your healing touch when we need it, 
Inspire us to go in peace and serve the Lord. 
Bring your healing in body, mind, and spirit to all who believe. 
And may your blessing be upon us, may your light shine on us, 
This day and forever more Amen 
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