
 

 

Psalm 118 
Comments on selected lines for Palm Sunday 

Open for me the gates of the 
righteous; I will enter and give 
thanks to the LORD. This is the gate 
of the LORD through which the 
righteous may enter. 

This is a psalm that remembers the exodus, and looks 

forward to another liberation, with the coming of the 

Messiah. It was used at passover, so Jesus’s triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, and entry to the Temple deliberately 

enacts this hope. 

I will give you thanks, for you 
answered me; you have become my 
salvation. 

This psalm is written as a dialogue between one person 

and a crowd. If the last line is Jesus’s, this line could 

belong to the crowd. 

The stone the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; the LORD 
has done this, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes. 

Isaiah 28:16 refers to a cornerstone being laid, while 

Zechariah 3:9 talks of the Lord setting a stone… that will 

remove the sin of the Land in a single day. So there are 

several hints of the stone being an image of the messiah. 

This is worth comparing with Daniel’s interpretation of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan 2:31-49) and also another 

verse of Isaiah’s: 8:14. How ironic that the crown 

heralded a messiah with the words of a psalm that 

foretold that they would reject him! 

LORD, save us! LORD, grant us 
success! 

The Hebrew here is, roughly, Yahweh, Hoshia na, the 

second part of which transliterated into Greek as 

Hosanna. Jesus’s name means ‘the Lord saves’. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the LORD. 

Again, the crowd know the lines of the story they have 

rehearsed for. 

The LORD is God, and he has made 
his light shine on us. With boughs in 
hand, join in the festal procession up 
to the horns of the altar. 

And they know what to do — take branches in hand! 

 

This is one of those places in which the crowd has one set of ideas, and Jesus 

quite another. They wanted a military king to give freedom from the Romans, 

but Jesus knew he was the king for all time, conquering our biggest enemy — 

sin. The triumphal entry is valid, even if the crowd don’t quite understand, 

and even if they then reject the stone that will become the cornerstone. 

What do you think, seeing these lines in this psalm in a new light? When we 

pray in the Lord’s prayer ‘thy kingdom come’, do we know what we’re 

praying? Are you still filled with hope? 

Picture this scene in your mind’s eye. Where are you in the scene? 


