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Sunday 4th Trinity Sunday
10.00  Yoxford  Benefice Holy Communion 
  with guest speaker from 
  the Leprosy Mission

Sunday 11th Trinity 1
9.30  Theberton  Taizé
9.30 for 10 Westleton  Croissants@church - Informal Worship
9.30  Yoxford  Holy Communion
11.00  Darsham  Morning Prayer
11.00  Dunwich  Holy Communion
11.00  Middleton  Morning Praise
11.00  Peasenhall Morning Prayer — BCP

Sunday 18th Trinity 2
9.30  Theberton  Morning Prayer
9.30  Westleton  Holy Communion
9.30  Yoxford  family@church (breakfast at 9.00)
11.00  Dunwich  Morning Worship
11.00  Peasenhall Holy Communion — BCP
18.00  Darsham  Evensong

Sunday 25th  Trinity 3
9.30  Theberton  Holy Communion
9.30  Westleton  Informal Worship
9.30  Yoxford  Morning Prayer
11.00  Darsham  Holy Communion
11.00  Dunwich  Morning Prayer
11.00  Middleton  Holy Communion
11.00  Peasenhall  Morning Worship — with the Methodists

Sunday 2nd July  Trinity 4
10.00  Darsham  Benefice Holy Communion

Every Wednesday unless stated:
10.00  Westleton  Holy Communion

LECTIONARY
Trinity Sunday, White
Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31
2 Corinthians 13.11-13
Matthew 28.16-20

Trinity 1, Green
Genesis 12.1-9
Romans 4.13-25
Matthew 9.9-13,18-26

Trinity 2, Green
Genesis 18.1-15 
[21.1-7]
Romans 5.1-8
Matthew 9.35 – 10.8 
[9-23]

Trinity 3, Green
Genesis 21.8-21
Romans 6.1b-11
Matthew 10.24-39

Church Services for June 2023

Thanks to Kirsty Blades for this month’s cover photo.



3

‘One is nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere else 
on earth’, says Dorothy Frances Gurney, in her poem, ‘God’s 
Garden’. Who could disagree? 
It’s not just the link to Eden, nor Jesus being mistaken for 
a gardener by Mary after his resurrection. Perhaps it’s that 
sense of joyful creativity and collaboration. As I write, it is a 
lovely May afternoon and everywhere nature has burst into 

life. Trees that were naked only a month ago are heavy with fresh leaves, while 
the daffodils and tulips are now past their moment of glory, giving way for other 
flowers. All is lush and green and wonderful.
I am not a gardener. But Sarah, my wife, is starting to become one. She is slowly 
finding her way in the garden — weeding to unclog the plants she wants, pulling 
away ground elder and bindweed, deciding what she wants planted. Planting can 
be easier than pruning or weeding, she thinks. If you’re planting something, you 
definitely know what it is. If you are cutting back, or digging up, you want to be 
sure you didn’t want it after all… 
I can see the attraction to gardening — the collaboration with nature to make 
something, or rather somewhere, that is beautiful and restful. And I understand 
that for many gardening is the most blessed of pastimes — it’s physical, but not 
too demanding, it gets you outside, it’s rarely mentally taxing. An hour or two can 
pass very pleasantly and afterwards, with a cup of tea, you nod with satisfaction: 
‘That looks better!’ Perhaps I lack the patience. I’d rather sit in a nice garden that 
someone else has tended!
Whether you are a keen gardener or prefer to enjoy other’s gardens, Middleton 
Open Gardens is not to be missed. On 3rd and 4th June, 11-5 each day, £5 per 
adult from the pavilion (where refreshments are also available all day) — this 
weekend is a bargain, and people come back year after year to see how gardens 
are developing. This also raises money for the church and for FIND (Families in 
Need).
Later in the year there will be flower festivals, too — in Westleton and Dunwich — 
again God’s creation in the hands of our creativity.
Whatever your interest, I hope whatever you turn your hand to this summer 
flourishes.

Blessings, Tim.

Rector’s Ramblings
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THE YOXMERE FISHERMAN - Guidelines for contributors
The Yoxmere Fisherman is published for the Yoxmere Benefice, which comprises 
the Church of England parishes of Darsham, Dunwich, Middleton, Peasenhall, 
Sibton, Theberton, Westleton and Yoxford. 
Visitors may find more information at www.achurchnearyou.com
Subsmissions should be sent by the 14th of the preceeding month, and 
preferably by email to yoxmerefisherman@gmail.com
For details of advertising please email: yoxmereadvertisers@gmail.com

VIRTUAL FISHERMAN
The current edition and a few months of previous issues can be found at 
https://westleton.onesuffolk.net/church/yoxmere-fisherman/

From the Registers 

Funerals:
Pauline Morris;  aged 94 years.  On Tuesday, April 18th.  The graveside funeral 
service took place at St Peter’s Church, Westleton.  A burial in the churchyard 
followed.
Maureen Elizabeth Alice Lee; aged 76 years.  On Tuesday, 25th April. The funeral 
service took place in St Peter’s Church, Theberton.  A cremation at Seven Hills 
Crematorium followed.
Ernest John Hare (Ernie); aged 84 years.  On Wednesday, 26th April.  The funeral 
service took place in Holy Trinity Church, Middleton.  A burial in the graveyard 
followed.

FISHERMAN NEWS
You will see that things are looking different this month. The magazine has had 
a revamp because we have moved to new printers - Southwold Press in Reydon. 
For this reason, it is very important that you send all contributions to our 
original email address: yoxmerefisherman@gmail.com
I’m going to be marshalling the content as previously, so keep your news 
coming in, and do please send photos so we can make the best of colour on 
Page 5. There is no photo page this month as none have come in.

Philippa Dent
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Biblical Poetry
Most of us these days don’t read a lot of poetry, but 
we still know what we think poetry is. English poetry 
usually has rhythm and often has rhyme: Shakespeare, 
Milton and others loved their verse to go ‘di dah di dah 
di dah’. We also expect poetry to be laden with imagery, 
to use unusual language and see things with a different 
perspective. To say, ‘I am heartbroken’ in every day life, I 
wouldn’t say, ‘I have a burning dagger in my chest’, but in 
a poem we accept it.

Poetry in the Bible works in the same way, inasmuch as it is laden with imagery, 
emotion and alternative perspectives. It is different because it does not use 
either rhyme or meter. Instead it uses ‘parallelisms’ as its main poetic device. A 
parallelism is where two lines say the same thing in a different way, such as in this 
verse:
He who sits in the heavens…  laughs
the Lord…  has them in derision (Ps. 2:4)
You might do this by saying one thing, and then not its opposite! e.g.
For…the Lord watches over  the way of the righteous
but…the way of the wicked  will perish (Ps. 1:6)
This second example additionally rearranges the order of the second line, so that 
while ‘the way of the righteous’ ends the first line, ‘the way of the wicked’ begins 
the second line. This cross-shaped device (or chiasmus) is really common in the 
Psalms and other Old Testament poetry.
Another device Hebrew poetry sometimes employs, which is then entirely lost 
in translation, is acrostic — making the first letter of each line follow a plan. The 
best known acrostic is Psalm 119. This incredibly long psalm has stanzas of eight 
verses, each of which begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in turn. So the 
first eight verses begin with aleph      then beth      and so on…
Most modern Bibles set out poetry in its lines, so you can see that it is not prose. 
If you rifle through a Bible quickly you will see that a very large proportion of the 
text is written out as poetry — indeed 35% of the Old Testament is poetry: Psalms 
and Song of Songs, but also Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and much of the prophets. 
It’s important that we recognise this, because observing that a passage is poetry 
can change how we read it. When we are unsure of how to read Biblical passages 

Theology Corner

Poetry in the Bible works in the same way, inasmuch as it is laden with imagery, 
emotion and alternative perspectives. It is different because it does not use either 
rhyme or meter. Instead it uses ‘parallelisms’ as its main poetic device. A parallelism 
is where two lines say the same thing in a different way, such as in this verse: 

He who sits in the heavens… laughs 
the Lord… has them in derision (Ps. 2:4) 

You might do this by saying one thing, and then not its opposite! e.g. 

For… the Lord watches over the way of the righteous 
but… the way of the wicked will perish (Ps. 1:6) 

This second example additionally rearranges the order of the second line, so that 
while ‘the way of the righteous’ ends the first line, ‘the way of the wicked’ begins the 
second line. This cross-shaped device (or chiasmus), is really common in the Psalms 
and other Old Testament poetry. 

Another device Hebrew poetry sometimes employs which is then entirely lost in 
translation, is acrostic — making the first letter of each line follow a plan. The best 
known acrostic is Psalm 119. This incredibly long psalm has stanzas of eight verses, 
each of which begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in turn. So the first 
eight verses begin with aleph (א) then beth (ב) and so on… 

Most modern Bibles set out poetry in its lines, so you can see that it is not prose. If 
you rifle through a Bible quickly you will see that a very large proportion of the text 
is written out as poetry — indeed 35% of the Old Testament is poetry. Psalms and 
Song of Songs, but also Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and much of the prophets. It’s 
important that we recognise this, because observing that a passage is poetry can 
change how we read it. When we are unsure of how to read Biblical passages we can 
default to reading the text at its most literal. If a prophet talks about a swarm of 
locusts, is he actually talking about insects? Or a vision of how the armies Babylon 
will invade? Isn’t that more likely, particularly if we’re in the time period leading up 
to the exile? 

Amongst all Biblical poetry, the psalms are the most read. Psalms give us patterns 
for expressing ourselves to God. They can be praise, lament, trust, liturgical, 
confessional and more. But the most common forms are praise and lament, each of 
which has a typical structure. 

Praise usually begins with a call to praise — e.g. ‘Praise the Lord!’ Then come 
reasons to praise God: either because of God’s good character, or because He has 
done marvellous things. These psalms usually finish with a renewed call to praise. 

Lament is a little more complex. A lament addresses God directly, and usually starts 
with a complaint — e.g. ’my enemies surround me’. But at some point this gives way 
to trust, because we wouldn’t be making the complaint unless we a) believed that 
God cared and b) believed that God could do something about it! At some point the 
lament will move on to a suggested solution — how should God deliver me from my 

Poetry in the Bible works in the same way, inasmuch as it is laden with imagery, 
emotion and alternative perspectives. It is different because it does not use either 
rhyme or meter. Instead it uses ‘parallelisms’ as its main poetic device. A parallelism 
is where two lines say the same thing in a different way, such as in this verse: 

He who sits in the heavens… laughs 
the Lord… has them in derision (Ps. 2:4) 

You might do this by saying one thing, and then not its opposite! e.g. 

For… the Lord watches over the way of the righteous 
but… the way of the wicked will perish (Ps. 1:6) 

This second example additionally rearranges the order of the second line, so that 
while ‘the way of the righteous’ ends the first line, ‘the way of the wicked’ begins the 
second line. This cross-shaped device (or chiasmus), is really common in the Psalms 
and other Old Testament poetry. 

Another device Hebrew poetry sometimes employs which is then entirely lost in 
translation, is acrostic — making the first letter of each line follow a plan. The best 
known acrostic is Psalm 119. This incredibly long psalm has stanzas of eight verses, 
each of which begins with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in turn. So the first 
eight verses begin with aleph (א) then beth (ב) and so on… 

Most modern Bibles set out poetry in its lines, so you can see that it is not prose. If 
you rifle through a Bible quickly you will see that a very large proportion of the text 
is written out as poetry — indeed 35% of the Old Testament is poetry. Psalms and 
Song of Songs, but also Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and much of the prophets. It’s 
important that we recognise this, because observing that a passage is poetry can 
change how we read it. When we are unsure of how to read Biblical passages we can 
default to reading the text at its most literal. If a prophet talks about a swarm of 
locusts, is he actually talking about insects? Or a vision of how the armies Babylon 
will invade? Isn’t that more likely, particularly if we’re in the time period leading up 
to the exile? 

Amongst all Biblical poetry, the psalms are the most read. Psalms give us patterns 
for expressing ourselves to God. They can be praise, lament, trust, liturgical, 
confessional and more. But the most common forms are praise and lament, each of 
which has a typical structure. 

Praise usually begins with a call to praise — e.g. ‘Praise the Lord!’ Then come 
reasons to praise God: either because of God’s good character, or because He has 
done marvellous things. These psalms usually finish with a renewed call to praise. 

Lament is a little more complex. A lament addresses God directly, and usually starts 
with a complaint — e.g. ’my enemies surround me’. But at some point this gives way 
to trust, because we wouldn’t be making the complaint unless we a) believed that 
God cared and b) believed that God could do something about it! At some point the 
lament will move on to a suggested solution — how should God deliver me from my 
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we can default to reading the text at its most literal. If a prophet talks about a 
swarm of locusts, is he actually talking about insects? Or a vision of how the 
armies Babylon will invade? Isn’t that more likely, particularly if we’re in the time 
period leading up to the exile?
Amongst all Biblical poetry, the Psalms are the most read. Psalms give us patterns 
for expressing ourselves to God. They can be praise, lament, trust, liturgical, 
confessional and more. But the most common forms are praise and lament, each of 
which has a typical structure.
Praise usually begins with a call to praise — e.g. ‘Praise the Lord!’ Then come 
reasons to praise God: either because of God’s good character, or because He has 
done marvellous things. These psalms usually finish with a renewed call to praise.
Lament is a little more complex. A lament addresses God directly, and usually 
starts with a complaint — e.g. ’my enemies surround me’. But at some point this 
gives way to trust, because we wouldn’t be making the complaint unless we a) 
believed that God cared and b) believed that God could do something about it! At 
some point the lament will move on to a suggested solution — how should God 
deliver me from my trouble? Often (but not always) laments finish with praise. 
God is so trustworthy that we count our complaint as answered!
A lament therefore takes you through an emotional journey from loss or despair, 
to comfort and hope.
The Psalms are important because they give examples of ways you might talk to 
God. In particular, they permit complaint — their presence in the Bible admits 
that the world is not perfect, and we are not always happy. It’s OK to tell God what 
you really feel. Psalms invite honesty, and even rudeness towards God, or sinful 
desires. As a body, the message is that it is better to say it. God won’t be affronted 
by what we say.
So Biblical poetry has to be read differently, and it is used in prayer, prophecy and 
wisdom writing. Understanding what it’s trying to do is essential to reading the 
Bible well.                                                                                                      Blessings, Tim.

Bereavement Support Group
Monday 5th June, 2pm, Westleton Village Hall foyer.
Have you lost someone close in the last few years? This group is a safe space for 
those who have been bereaved to be as open as you wish about your experiences, 
both emotional and practical, following loss.
Tea, coffee and biscuits supplied and no charge.
More information from Revd Tim.
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Westleton Bookshops!
Barnabees Books

Yoxford Rd: we take cards
Th-Sun 11-5   07456 609790

Chapel Books
opposite P.O.: we take cards too

usually open 7 days a week
at least 2pm - 4pm (often longer)
chapelbooks.com 01728-648616

Tel/Fax: (01728) 660117
Mob: 07885 796445

catscaffolding@btconnect.com

MCKENZIE JOINERY
Est 1993

Expertise • Integrity

Sensible Prices

Repairs & New Projects Undertaken

01728 638709 • 07583 118027
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Re-Imagining Mothers’ Union Discovery Day:
Friday June 23rd 10am to 3pm

Venue: Shepherd Drive Baptist Church, Ipswich IP8 3SL

Shepherd Drive Baptist Church is a new location for our events. It was 
chosen because of its central location on the Ipswich Pinewood estate 
just off the A12/A14 Copdock intersection. There is also good bus route 
from central Ipswich and the railway station. The venue is a modern, 
fully accessible building with a large car park. We have also been given 
the use of this venue for a donation and not a fixed hourly rate. 

We look forward to having Mothers’ Union members from branches 
across the diocese come together, to share ideas and address the 
challenges of running branch accounts, maintaining branch leadership 
roles and growing branch membership. As well as developing new 
projects and outreach programmes.

To book your free place, please phone: 07768 418942 or 
email Jeanette.Appleton@mothersunion.org 

 

 
 

Mon 26th June 2023 
Quiet Day 

St. Peter’s Church, Holton 
10am – 3pm 

Led by Revd Margaret King 
Tea/Coffee provided – Bring your own packed lunch. 

To book a place phone Sue Norrington 01728 660280. 
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J ALEXANDER
Local reliable building service
Kitchen Fitting Refurbishment
Carpentry and Joinery Minor Repairs
Fencing & Garden Work Renovations

07980 382365 
or 01728 648116

info@jon-alexander.co.uk
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1115 

bookings@westletonvh.co.uk 

A gem of an 
unspoilt  

16th-century 
Suffolk  

country pub 

 

OPEN FOR BOOKINGS 

Halesworth Road,  
Sibton, Suffolk. IP17 2JJ 
Telephone: 01728 660337 

www.sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk  
email: info@sibtonwhitehorseinn.co.uk 

The perfect place for a light lunch or a  
three course mea 

bookings@westletonvillagehall.co.uk

    
JOHN BLADES  

Local and friendly Carpenter and Joiner 
with 35 years experience.  

All forms of Carpentry undertaken.  
Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting, 

 Wardrobe Design and Bespoke Joinery. 
Mob: 07813964568 

Email: bladeslj@gmail.com 
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DARSHAM

Response to Suffolk County Council Request for Suggested 
Mitigation Measures for Proposed Sizewell C Infrastructure 
Projects (Summary of the Parish Council’s Reponse)
Darsham Parish Council (Darsham PC) continues to oppose the proposed 
location of the Northern Park and Ride (NPR).  We believe that its location on an 
already busy single carriageway section of the A12 just north of the level crossing 
at Darsham Station, coupled with proposed roundabouts at Willow Marsh 
Lane and the A1120 junction in Yoxford, are a recipe for traffic chaos extending 
northwards up the A12.  We have no confidence in the traffic estimates submitted 
by EDF, which we believe underestimate the amount of local, through, agricultural 
and tourist traffic. This will be exacerbated by the proposed motel and further 
proposed development south of the station. We believe that traffic congestion on 
this main artery into Suffolk will adversely impact tourism throughout the AONB, 
which generates more than £360 million p.a. to the local economy (2018 figure). 
Further, we believe these volumes of traffic will generate excessive noise, vibration 
and pollution with serious negative impacts on those living alongside or close to 
the A12. Most significantly, Darsham PC has been advised that location of the 
NPR on this site could pose a significant flood risk to the railway.
Conclusion
While we have concentrated on the impacts of Sizewell C construction on this 
Parish, other local Parishes and the wider AONB will see serious impacts on their 
environment and way of life. Darsham PC remains convinced that Sizewell C is 
the wrong project in the wrong place.  After an 18-month inquiry, the Planning 
Inspector agreed and recommended refusal of the planning application, only 
for the Secretary of State to immediately approve it.  We are now relying on our 
locally elected County Council to consider mitigation measures to minimise these 
impacts on our treasured Suffolk environment and way of life.

Darsham Parish Council
A full and unedited version of the Council’s response is available to access on 
Darsham Website.

100 Club Winners for April
1st  Prize:  £100  Mrs P. Brabbin;     2nd Prize:  £50  Mrs S. Bloomfield;     
3rd Prize:  £25  Mr E. Ferreira
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Darsham Walking Market
Sunday 11th June 2023, starts 10am

Pitches cost £5 - either on a driveway or in the Village Hall.
Book via email at info@darshamvillagehall.net 
or contact Heather Ballantine on 07860 278955.

A map showing the location of all the pitches around the village 
will be available on the day (£1) from the Village Hall.

The Village Hall will be open with many stalls inside offering 
“craft” type goods as well as bric-a-brac.

• Refreshments and toilets will be available from 10am onwards.
• Free parking at the Village Hall. 

• The Fox public house is also open from 10am. 
Full details: http://darsham.onesuffolk.net/village-hall/whats-on-in-the-village-hall/

What’s on at Darsham Village Hall - June 2023
Classes & Clubs
Sequence Dancing – every Tues. & Thurs. from 1pm (contact Carol 01986 784642)
Pilates – every Thurs. 9.30 to 10.30am (contact Maria 07999 848655)
Seated Exercise – every Thurs. 11am to 12pm (contact Maria 07999 848655)
Yoga – every Fri 10.30 to 11.30am (contact Debbie on 07906 346545)
Table Tennis – every Thurs. 7pm to 9pm (contact Alan Holland on 01728 668451) 
Carpet Bowls – Tues. 7pm and every Friday 2.30pm (contact Heather Shipp on 
01728 668251) 
Crafty Club – Mon. 5th June - 9.30am (contact Heather Ballantine on 07860 
278955)
Patchwork and Quilting – Wed. 7th June 9am 
Darsham Dames – Thurs. 8th June 2pm, Trip to Henstead Exotic Gardens (contact 
Heather Meggison on 07516 540638) 
Pétanque – every Tues. 6pm (contact Ron Clark on 07423 399406) 

Events and Meetings
• Coffee Morning – Sat. 10th June 10am
• Walking Market – Sun. 11th June 10am
• Parish Council Meeting – Tues. 13th June 7pm
• Earthdance - Soulful Sunday – Sun. 25th June 10am

Future date for your diaries
• Darsham Village Fete – Sat. 5th August
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News from Dunwich Heath
Summer is well and truly here, and the sun is bringing out the wildlife 
wonderfully. The heath is full of the scratchy song of dartford warblers, or the click 
of the stonechats. With almost every step you can hear lizards scurrying for cover 
in the vegetation, and there are hobbies and kestrels soaring overhead. There are 
patches of green growth amongst the heather, so it looks as if at least parts of the 
heath have recovered and, weather permitting, we’ll get a reasonable display this 
year… Fingers crossed!
This month we’ve got a few things on before the holidays starting next month. The 
pond dipping and bug basement sessions are continuing at weekends, in which 
you can discover the smaller wildlife that lives on site. Our ranger is leading a 
tour of the heath on 13th June, showing participants the species on site or offering 
more information on how we look after the heath. On the 22nd our ranger is also 
leading a Nightjar Walk, searching for those fascinating birds in the twilight on the 
heath. If you’re keen for your little ones to learn more about the wildlife that calls 
the heath home, we also have the Mini-Ranger Walk on the 18th. All the events are 
bookable through our website, so do give them a look. The last thing to mention is 
really exciting: building on last year’s dog show, this year we are running a dog fair! 
Come along on Sunday 25th June, 10:00-16:00, and meet stallholders to do with all 
things dogs and nature - from the RSPB to wildlife crimes police, and Wangford 
Vets to a pet portrait artist. There will be a fun informal dog show during the day, 
and the usual dog-friendly walks are there for a picturesque walk if you want to 
avoid the crowds. It promises to be a day full of fur and fun for all the family, so 
bring your dog along and get involved!

Daniel Payne
Visitor Experience Officer, National Trust, Dunwich Heath

DUNWICH

Darsham Village Hall Playground Project Update (June 2023)
Tender documents have been created, agreed and sent out to three companies, one 
of which is in the process of replying to us. Unfortunately, one company has not 
answered and one has declined. A further four requests have been subsequently 
sent out to different contractors for quotation. We asked for feedback by 12th May 
from these companies as to whether they will quote with a request for bids on 
26th May by the latest. Site visits will be required as soon as possible by all bidders. 
Please address any queries to darshamweb@gmail.com
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Summer Events at Dunwich Museum 

July 1st
The Dunwich Summer Sale at the Dunwich Reading Room and Field
With local crafts, collectables, and bric-a-brac,  something for everyone! Tables are 
still available. The sale runs from 10-5pm. Do come and browse! 

August 4th-7th
Summer Art Show at Dunwich Reading Room 
Exhibition in the Dunwich Reading Room of artworks for sale or for exhibition. 
A small fee will be charged per painting and commission on sales. Please submit 
sample jpgs of your work to Sarah by June 30th.

Applications for both events to Sarah at:
chronicles@dunwichmuseum.org.uk 

Saturday June 3rd
The Stones of Dunwich, for GeoWeek2023
the Geological Society of Norfolk will explore the fascinating geology in the 
walls of Dunwich Greyfriars, the Leper Chapel, and St James’s Church, with an 
introduction to the geology of rocks and an outing to the sites themselves. The 
event is free of charge, but please book a place at: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-stones-of-dunwich-tickets-565436805707 

Saturday June 10th
Chronicles of Greyfriars Environmental Art Workshops  
Our National Heritage Lottery funded partnership continues this summer with a 
series of Environmental Art Workshops in the Reading Room, at Greyfriars and 
the Leper Chapel.  
Join us to learn more about the local geology, biodiversity, and learn to look at 
the world around you in a different way through art and nature. Free, all ages 
welcome. To find out more and book a place on one of these workshops please 
email artbranches@icloud.com
Dunwich Museum is open daily between 11.30am and 4.30pm. Come visit us 
and learn more about the story of the lost city. See if you would like to join us as a 
volunteer, manager@dunwichmuseum.org.uk
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A Caroline Gay Way Play 

THE BARD OF DUNWICH 
with   

THE DUNWICH DRIFTERS  
folk group 

 
Saturday — JUNE 10th — 7.30pm 
DUNWICH MUSEUM READING ROOM 

donation of £10 cash or card reader 
includes a drink 

Card bookings 01728 648796 or on the door  
proceeds in aid of Dunwich Museum 

 
A time travel play with songs linking our climate change future 

with the city that drowned a thousand years ago  
Britain’s own Atlantis 
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SOUTHWOLD ARTS SOCIETY 
PRESENTS A TALK

LONDON’S LOST DEPARTMENT 
STORES - A VANISHED WORLD OF 

DAZZLE & DREAMS

WENHASTON VILLAGE HALL
IP19 9EP

TUESDAY 16TH MAY 11 AM

TICKETS £6 ON DOOR - £5 IN 
ADVANCE (TEL 07752227248 TO 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT) 

  

 

 

 

                          Middleton Village Hall  

                          Mill Street, Middleton  

             Need a venue?  Why not give us a look?  

           Hall and small commi<ee room available                                                        
N                 New fully equipped kitchen, WiFi,                                                                                                     
m         Ample parking including 2 disabled bays 

Enquiries to: jenricht@bInternet.com     01728 648345 

A G R I C U L T U R A L ,  E Q U I N E  &  D O M E S T I C  F E N C I N G
H A R D  A N D  S O F T  L A N D S C A P I N G

A G R I F E N C E  ( S U F F O L K )  L T D

07818568435  harry@agrifencesuffolk.co.uk
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Need a venue? Why not give us a look?
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New fully equipped kitchen, WiFi
Ample parking including 2 disabled bays
Enquiries to: jenricht@btinternet.com

01728 648345

13

12 

SOUTHWOLD ARTS SOCIETY 
PRESENTS A TALK

LONDON’S LOST DEPARTMENT 
STORES - A VANISHED WORLD OF 

DAZZLE & DREAMS

WENHASTON VILLAGE HALL
IP19 9EP

TUESDAY 16TH MAY 11 AM

TICKETS £6 ON DOOR - £5 IN 
ADVANCE (TEL 07752227248 TO 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT) 

  

 

 

 

                          Middleton Village Hall  

                          Mill Street, Middleton  

             Need a venue?  Why not give us a look?  

           Hall and small commi<ee room available                                                        
N                 New fully equipped kitchen, WiFi,                                                                                                     
m         Ample parking including 2 disabled bays 

Enquiries to: jenricht@bInternet.com     01728 648345 

A G R I C U L T U R A L ,  E Q U I N E  &  D O M E S T I C  F E N C I N G
H A R D  A N D  S O F T  L A N D S C A P I N G

A G R I F E N C E  ( S U F F O L K )  L T D

07818568435  harry@agrifencesuffolk.co.uk

13

12 

SOUTHWOLD ARTS SOCIETY 
PRESENTS A TALK

LONDON’S LOST DEPARTMENT 
STORES - A VANISHED WORLD OF 

DAZZLE & DREAMS

WENHASTON VILLAGE HALL
IP19 9EP

TUESDAY 16TH MAY 11 AM

TICKETS £6 ON DOOR - £5 IN 
ADVANCE (TEL 07752227248 TO 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT) 

  

 

 

 

                          Middleton Village Hall  

                          Mill Street, Middleton  

             Need a venue?  Why not give us a look?  

           Hall and small commi<ee room available                                                        
N                 New fully equipped kitchen, WiFi,                                                                                                     
m         Ample parking including 2 disabled bays 

Enquiries to: jenricht@bInternet.com     01728 648345 

A G R I C U L T U R A L ,  E Q U I N E  &  D O M E S T I C  F E N C I N G
H A R D  A N D  S O F T  L A N D S C A P I N G

A G R I F E N C E  ( S U F F O L K )  L T D

07818568435  harry@agrifencesuffolk.co.uk
Ever fancied having a go at

Tai Chi

Positive Peasenhall will be
holding a taster session 
on Saturday 20th May

at Peasenhall Assembly Hall 
at 2.30pm

Free to all residents of
Peasenhall and Sibton

Just turn up in comfortable 
clothing and flat shoes
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Middleton WI News
At our April meeting we had to renew our memberships and pay our yearly 
subscriptions. President Lynda then invited us to enjoy a jacket potato buffet 
supper which the committee had prepared. The various fillings and salads were 
delicious and of course the supper was followed by a cup of tea!
After the refreshments we moved on to discussing the 2023 WI Resolution “Clean 
Rivers for People and Wildlife”. Jenny had volunteered to look into the resolution 
information provided by the WI so she could lead the discussion. The NFWI 
would campaign for better water quality in our rivers which are contaminated by 
sewage runoffs and intensive farming. Jenny pointed out that what the resolution 
seemed to focus on was more the concern of water quality for river swimming 
than the benefit for saving wildlife. The WI would work with other organizations 
such as the Rivers Trust to stop this pollution of river water. At the moment the 
government says it has a plan to tackle storm overflow (pollution) from water 
companies, but the deadline for ending all overflows isn’t until 2050! After some 
discussion of members’ thoughts and opinions, many agreed that this resolution 
was dealing with too narrow an aspect of water pollution (official designated 
bathing sites in rivers) but that it was a start. Our vote for this resolution to be 

MIDDLETON

Middleton Open Gardens
3rd and 4th June

Looking forward to welcoming new and returning visitors to our annual open 
gardens in Middleton: natural, formal, cottage, wildlife, courtyard and gardens 
in progress, with people coming back time and again to see the development 

through to completion.
http://www.middletoncumfordley.org.uk/

Major fundraiser for Holy Trinity church and donations this year to FIND 
(Families in Need), who offer a lifeline to people in East Suffolk who are 

experiencing poverty and despair and to the Middleton village green project.

MIDDLETON OPEN GARDENS



19

passed at the Annual NFWI meeting: 15 yes 1 no. We would give our instructions 
to the local representative who is going to the National Federation of WI annual 
meeting this year.
The meeting in June will be on Wednesday the 21st at 7.15pm in Middleton 
Village Hall. Our speaker will be Sylvia Hawes on “Guide Dogs”. All are welcome 
to attend.

Lynne Venn

Upcoming Events at St Peter’s Church, Sibton
June 18 at 3.30pm 
The Suffolk Strings Annual Concert at Sibton Church 
Tickets will be on sale from The Weavers Tea Room and Peasenhall General Store 
before the event, and online at Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk. A limited number 
of tickets may be available at the door. 
This informal occasion, with tea to follow, has become a very popular and 
enjoyable annual event, filling the church and showcasing interesting music in a 
variety of styles, with music often arranged specially by Peter Bumstead who is the 
orchestra’s conductor.

July 8 & 9: 10.30am – 4.00pm - Heritage Weekend at Sibton Church 
with tours of Sibton Abbey: New Discoveries
Begin your visit at Sibton Church with a demonstration of the heritage of the 
surrounding area in part of the Yox valley. The church building, partly built with 
material from the former Sibton Abbey, has a history and extant remains dating 
back to the twelfth century. 
By kind permission of Nicholas Levett-Scrivener, the event will also include guided 
tours of the Sibton Abbey ruin - the only Cistercian foundation in Suffolk and a 
well documented ancient monument site. The remains have been consolidated 
recently and new information has been established through geophysical survey. 
The recent discoveries will be demonstrated by Historic England. Refreshments 
will be available at the church.
Tickets are on sale from The Weavers Tea Room and Peasenhall General Store 
before the event, and online at Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk also available at 
the church during the event. 

SIBTON
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www.mow4you.co.uk
Providing

GRASS CUTTING
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

HEDGE CUTTING
LAWN SCARIFICATION

ALL JOBS CONSIDERED

Andrew: 07850 583093
mow4yousuffolk@gmail.com
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For PEST CONTROL of

MICE/RATS/WASPS/MOLES etc

Also WOODWORM/DEATH WATCH BEETLE

Contact: Gary
Your Local Expert on

07967 671882
SUFFOLK ANTI-PEST SERVICES

WESTLETON
www.suffolkpestcontrol.com

Providing comprehensive landscaping
services to Westleton and surrrounding
villages since 1997.

NICE TOUCH LANDSCAPES

We pride ourselves on completing your
project to the highests of standars.
Driveways, Patios, Paths,
Groundwork and Excavation.
Fencings
Grassland and Woodland Management.
Fully insured.
Contact Chris or Emma King
Mob: 07775 663262 / 07796 172813
Tel: 01728 648533
Email: nicetouchlandscapes@gmail.com
www.nicetouchlandscapes.com
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THEBERTON
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Raising Funds for Westleton Gardeners’ Meetings
Jean and Ivor Murrell will be holding a sale of plants and a coffee morning at their 
home at Windmill Hill, The Hill, Westleton, IP17 3AW on Saturday June 10th, 
from 10.30am to 1.00pm.  All will be most welcome!
The costs involving hiring speakers and the village hall have increased and the 
Westleton Gardeners’ Group needs to raise some funds to continue offering its 
excellent events, so please come and support us.

Westleton Wellbeing Womblers
Wednesday 7th June 4.30pm, Middleton Footpaths. Meet at the Middleton Bell.
2.8-mile walk on quiet lanes and footpaths, 75 minutes.
Wednesday 21st June 7pm, Dunwich Greyfriars Wood. Meet at the beach car park.
3-mile walk lasting 90 minutes.
For more information go to www.onelifesuffolk.co.uk

Westleton Village Hall
The film for Saturday 3rd June’s Film Night is Living; an inspiring film starring 
Bill Nighy about a civil servant’s medical diagnosis, leading him to create a legacy 
for the next generation.  July’s film (1st) is A Man called Otto.  Tickets are £5 and 
available from the Hall’s Foyer, the Westleton Stores or on the door on the night.  
Refreshments will be available from 7pm and in the interval.    
We are continuing to have fun Bingo monthly in the Foyer!  The next session will 
be 2.30-4.30pm Thursday 15th June.  All welcome, no experience or booking in 
advance required.  £5 each to play for small cash prizes, all equipment provided.  
Refreshments will be available.
On Saturday 17th June 6-7pm the Sound Bath returns to Westleton.  An hour 
of unique and blissful relaxation for only £16 – it’s well worth it!  Sound baths 
can help you to reduce anxiety and stress, reduce muscle pain, improve sleep and 
support positive health and wellbeing.  To book please contact Sarah:  
https://www.sarahlousolutions.co.uk/soundmeditations or call 07737 026052.  
Saturday 24th June sees another interesting evening – this time of music and 
food.  All are welcome to a fun night of fish and chips (thanks to Amy at the White 
Horse!) with a local acoustic band.  Tickets will be available from the Westleton 

WESTLETON
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Stores and the Hall’s Foyer.  Booking is essential in advance and more information 
will be available soon.  We look forward to seeing you!  
Consultation Room: Monday 12th June we have Linda Freeman hairdressing 
10am–12noon.  Contact her to book on 07765 971774.   Thursday 29th June 
9am-4.30pm we have Footcare with Susan from No Bad Feet. To book call her on 
07497 371073.   We also have a pet and human registered Physiotherapist Emma 
Strachan fortnightly (variable days).  For further information contact her on 07821 
055404.  Reflexology is back on Saturday 24th June 9.30am – 1.30pm.  Contact 
Juliet Overton: 07930 341901 www.julietoverton.co.uk   
To see our latest timetable of activities, events and groups please see our website: 
www.westletonvillagehall.co.uk and do join us on Facebook and Instagram.  You 
can also pick up a copy of the monthly “What’s On” in the Foyer.  The Foyer is 
open 10am-12noon every weekday for light refreshments, information and chat 
with our friendly volunteers.  
Throughout June, Stephen Podgorney will be exhibiting his colourful reflections 
on iconic Suffolk sights in the foyer.  Called “First Impressions”, his work is 
delightfully unusual and bright.  Pop in to view weekday mornings 10am-12noon.  
All for sale at reasonable prices.

Westleton WI
Time for resolutions has come around once more. The winning resolution, 
unanimously accepted by all, is “Clean Rivers for People and Wild Life”. So - some 
hope for the wild swimmers in the local puddles!
We were also graced by a visit from Cindy Lawes, our WI Advisor. She is on a tour 
to meet the various branches in her area and we sincerely hoped she enjoyed the 
wine tasting and quiz that followed, and that we will welcome her again in the near 
future.
The wine tasting took place with great enthusiasm, but I am afraid this was not 
matched by the knowledge in the quiz that followed! Great entertainment value 
though.
Next month on the 6th June it will be the turn of Harris & James with a talk on 
“The History and Ethos of Chocolate Production”. I wonder if they will do a 
chocolate tasting?

Susanne Bennell

Westleton 100 Club
Winners for May: 1st Margaret Branton;  2nd Mrs Jane Collins
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YOXFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Invitation 
 
 

The next meeting of Yoxford Parish Council will be its Annual Parish Meeting. 
 

Thursday June 1st  2023  

at 7pm  

at  

Yoxford Village Hall 

 
This year, the Parish Council will be taking a more informal approach to the meeting with 

its sole focus as a public celebration of the work of the many community groups in the 
village. 

 
Please join your Parish Council at the meeting 

 
Come and talk with members of our community groups 

See the work they do for the village 

 
Refreshments provided 

Annual Parish Meeting

Invitation

The next meeting of Yoxford Parish Council will be its 
Annual Parish Meeting.

Thursday June 1st 2023 
at 7pm 

at 
Yoxford Village Hall

This year, the Parish Council will be taking a more informal 
approach to the meeting with its sole focus as a public celebration 

of the work of the many community groups in the village.

Please join your Parish Council at the meeting
Come and talk with members of our community groups

See the work they do for the village

Refreshments provided
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Yoxford History Group Exhibition
Do you remember the village shop when it was run by the HORNER family? 
Three generations were here from 1906-1994. Do you have any memories or 
photos you would like to share with us? What did your mother buy there? Do you 
remember the difficulties of rationing? What were your favourite treats as a child? 
Who worked there in your time? 
The History Group is holding an EXHIBITION in the Village Hall 1st-2nd JULY, 
11-4. Refreshments will be available for a small charge towards our funds.
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Caedmon Evening at Wrentham Chapel
Wrentham Chapel’s next Caedmon Evening will be held on Friday June 23rd at 
7pm.  “Songs, Sonnets and Such for a Suffolk Summer Solstice” is the theme of this 
seasonal celebration in music, word and song. As usual, the programme will be 
assembled from items brought and performed by some of those attending. There 
will also be a light buffet with wine, fruit juice and time to chat.
There is no charge for this event but any donations towards the upkeep of this 
historical chapel will be very much appreciated.

Alde Valley Suffolk Family History Group
The group’s free research sessions, held on the 1st and 3rd Saturday mornings 
every month at our Help Centre in Leiston’s Old Council Chamber (Main Street, 
Leiston) will be by appointment only from 3rd June and should be arranged at 
least a week in advance at https://avsfhg.org.uk/help-centre/  or email Nigel Turner 
on rotas@avsfhg.org.uk  
There is still no need to make an appointment for the separate Drop-In sessions at 
Leiston Library from 2-4pm on the first Tuesday of the month, and Saxmundham 
Library from 2.30-4.30pm on the 2nd Tuesday.
Monday 19th June at 2.30pm
‘MAPS FOR THE FAMILY HISTORIAN’ – Alan Ruston, in person and on Zoom, 
at the Fromus Centre, Street Farm Road, Saxmundham, IP17 1AL. The talk will 
cover the importance of maps for research; a history of their scope and range and 
their development since the 18th century; maps available online will be outlined.
Non members can no longer take part in our meetings on Zoom. In-person 
attendees can just turn up — at £1.00 for members, £3.00 for visitors.
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Rector Revd Tim Rogers 668951
 rector.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com
 The Rectory, The Street, Darsham, Suffolk IP17 3QA

Assistant Priests Revd Susan Warne 668410
 Revd Christine Brooks 688972

Lay Elders Roger Coates-Smith  667037
 Lesley Davies  561934
 Tina Neal 830237
 Michael Trovell  660218

Benefice Administrator Lisa Eveleigh 
 lisaeveleigh.yoxmereclergy@gmail.com

Methodist Minister Revd Saul Tadzaushe 01394 383674

Roman Catholic Priests Mgr Tony Rogers 07778 221509 
 Revd Christopher Smith 01502 723207 

Church Wardens
Darsham  Shirley Field  668371
Dunwich Secretary: Angela Abell  648107
Middleton Rita Pateman  648377
Peasenhall Michael Thickitt 660549 
 Michael Trovell 660218
Sibton Jan Belton 660111 
Theberton Nicholas Cooper 635736 
 Simon Ilett 833364 
Westleton Jeremy Branch 648140 
Yoxford Barrie Davis 668477 

Church Contact List

FREE DEBT ADVICE & SUPPORT
Call free on 0800 328 0006 or visit capdebthelp.org

Christians Against Poverty
Printed by Southwold Press Ltd.  T: 01502 723361  E: info@southwoldpress.co.uk

www.southwoldpress.co.uk  
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