
John 15: 1-8 
Jesus the True Vine 

15‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, 
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. 

Reflection 

As every gardener knows that a plant may thrive on delicate attention most flowering 
plants thrive on being dead-headed and pruned. Fruit plants likewise produce a 
better crop by the careful and skilful care given it by the gardener. In the passage 
above we have Jesus using this as an example of God’s love for us. Something that 
gives us hope and strength for whatever each of us have ahead of us. All he asks is 
that we open ourselves to Him and God, to let Jesus live in us as we already live in 
Him. It sounds easy and it is for those who truly want to do this. We live in a world 
that is focused on the self, and this is the biggest barrier for faith and hope. 

In our secular world it is easy to see example of lives lived without that vital spark 
that letting Jesus into our lives brings. Like the gardener we have to work on letting 
Jesus transform us. Small but regular attention brings forward great rewards that 
money cannot buy, the laughter of a small child, that look of companionship from a 
loved one and the peace that comes from being at one with yourself, all being 
examples of the priceless fruits that allowing Jesus into us brings. We are at a time 
of our lives when we have a unique opportunity to make changes in our lives. I would 
like to suggest that we start regarding ourselves as branches of the true vine. Go on 
take a chance, I think that you will me amazed at the fruit that will be produced. 

Prayers 
Loving Jesus you are our true vine, 

Help us to abide in you as you abide in us. 

Help our lives to grow in love and peace, 

Help us to love one another as you taught us. 

Help us to love and care for your creation that you have given 

us. 

Help us to grow in faith that we may not fear what is ahead. 

    Amen 
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