
Trinity 3  

1 Sam 17 David and Goliath; Mark 4 Jesus calms the storm Reflection 

 

Last week I wrote about the parable of the mustard seed — God could grow a huge shrub 
(and the kingdom of God, of course!) from a minuscule seed, and we only needed to trust him. 
In Mark 4 Jesus calms a storm on the sea of Galilee. The disciples couldn’t do it, they just had 
to trust him. 

But in 1 Samuel 17, David trusts God, and his actions are entirely changed because of that 
trust. He doesn’t say, ‘Victory is the Lord’s! I don’t need to do a thing!’ Rather, his attitude is 
‘victory is the Lord’s — so I can’ fail!’ and his willingness to face Goliath is really the most 
powerful form of humility — a servanthood that puts no consideration on personal safety or 
reputation, and therefore wins despite the contagious fear of the Israelite army, or the odds. 

What would it look like for us to have that David-like trust? What would you do differently? 
Would you do different work, or do it in a different way? Would this change your 
relationships? Are there things you might do, now that you trusted in God more deeply? Are 
there things you would stop doing? How might your priorities change? How might your 
attitudes change? How would you use your money now? Would it change your prayer life? 
What would you do with all that time you spend worrying? 

I don’t know what your answers might be, they are likely to be different to mine, because you 
are you, and I am me, and our relationship with God is different. 

Faith is supposed to change us in every way — but it can take years and years for that change 
to happen. In fact, we should never stop changing, because we are never the finished article. 
The disciples of Acts are very different people to the disciples of Mark 4, and better for it. 

Finally — how is God trusting you? 

Blessings, Tim. 

 


