
Luke 4:1-13 Power temptation 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where 

for forty days he was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of 

them he was hungry. 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’[b]” 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to 

me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’[c]” 
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are 

the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]” 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[e]” 
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
 

Imbalances of power can do very strange things to relationships. Like the way iron filings line 

up around a magnet, people can sort of magically aline with the powerful, or alternatively be 

completely repelled. It’s something vicars have to be careful of in a small way, because there is 

still some sense of their having a standing in the community because of their position, and not 

because of their character. It is something that politicians, lawyers, doctors, and celebrities 

become aware of, and should be circumspect about. And that we should be aware of when 

dealing with those who are obviously more powerful than us. 

In the same way, we need to think carefully about our disposable income — the stuff left over 

after we’ve paid for the basics. That disposable income is our power to bless others and to 

treat ourselves. If we have more disposable income, do we increase our charity by as much or 

more as our spending on ourselves? And what should that balance be? 

Jesus, son of God and self aware of his power and privilege, goes into the desert and is 

tempted. How does he use the power which is, as it were, at his disposal? Could he use just a 

bit of that power to care for himself? In the wilderness, no one would know! But his Father in 

heaven would know, and he would know. It doesn’t seem like a great sin for Jesus to turn 

stones to bread, but it is not what his power is for — it is purely to serve, with love.  

The second temptation is political power — simply to be acknowledged widely for who he 

really was? Not so very wrong — and yet it was using power to direct attention to himself. 

Jesus, in loving relationship within the Trinity, and loving humanity, seeks to direct attention 

to the Father, and share the Father’s love for us. Self-privilege would distort the Trinity, and 

God’s relationship with humankind. 

And what of the showy stunt? Wouldn’t it be nice to have visible, public vindication of his 

status, now. Then everyone would pay attention, and listen. He might not need even to die 

painfully on the cross, if everyone listened in the first place! But that early vindication would 

also collapse Jesus’s radical empathy with those who suffer, and who suffer especially because 

of injustice and sin. How can he be at one with us, if he does not experience the fullness of 

what evil can do, including murder, in order to redeem and restore all of humanity? 
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Of course Jesus resisted temptation, countering each misused biblical quotation with another. 

This Lent, as we contemplate our relationship with God, contemplate what power you have, 

or otherwise. Is power affecting any of your relationships? Can that be redressed in any way? 

Blessings, 

Tim. 

 

 

 

Please feel free to sit quietly in church to pray or just to 

contemplate the awful situation in Ukraine 


