
 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 : Mary 

2 Samuel 7 is where we find the Davidic covenant: the promise that God makes to David. 

God tells David that he isn’t the right person to build him a house (meaning the temple), 

and then punningly tells him that he will build David’s house (meaning his dynasty, his 

household).  

God will establish David’s descendants’ throne forever, and ‘I will be his father, and he 

will be my son.’ Now, David’s descendants carried on ruling Judah for centuries after his 

death, until the Babylonian exile, at which point the Davidic succession got lost. When the 

Greeks were the overlords of the eastern mediterranean Judas Maccabaeus and his 

brothers led a revolt that resulted in their family being the new kings — but they weren’t 

of the line of David. When the Romans came along, they put Herod the Great in charge, 

but he was only a Jewish convert from Idumea… 

But: During the hiatus brought by the Babylonian exile people thought about what 2 

Samuel 7 could mean. God could not be a liar, and so from these lines grew the hope for a 

future king, a messiah, who would overthrow the ruling power of the time, and establish 

his kingdom for all time. The terms ‘son of David’ and ‘son of God’ became synonymous 

with this anticipated messiah. And to be clear, in their understanding, Son of God did not 

mean what we hear, it was just a title, never heard literally. 

Now Look at what Gabriel says to Mary, and what it signifies: 

What Gabriel Says What it means 

You will conceive and give birth to a son There are many miraculous births in the 

Bible, to older or to barren women, but this 

virgin birth is in a higher category. 

you are to call him Jesus Jesus is the Roman transliteration of the 

Greek Ἰησους, which is the transliteration 

of יהשא which is Yeshua or Joshua, and 

means ‘The Lord Saves’ 

The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 

will never end 

See 2 Sam 7:16 “Your house and your 

kingdom will endure forever before me; 

your throne will be established forever” — 

which means that Jesus will be the messiah. 

The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be 

called the Son of God. 

2 Sam 7:14 “I will be his father, and he will 

be my son.” ‘Son of God’ was another title 

for the messiah — but Gabriel now implies 

a far more literal understanding than 

previously understood. 

 



 

 

There is no doubt that Mary understood what she was being told. Imagine  how Mary 

heard the responsibility God was entrusting to her, and also the impact on her life. She 

would be pregnant out of wedlock. What would Joseph think? Would he believe her? And 

even if he did, what would others say and think? If she says that God gave her the baby, 

that just makes her a crazy loose woman, or a liar. And raising the Messiah? Hers was not 

that ordinary happiness of motherhood — he would be greater, but there would be 

conflict. The privilege was great, but the responsibility greater. 

Acceptance. 

A number of people in the Bible have responsibility thrust on them. Sarah was told that 

she would have a baby in her old age, and she laughed in disbelief. Moses was 

commissioned at the burning bush, but argued that he was the wrong person for the job. 

Gideon was visited by an angel, but still asked for several proofs that God was behind 

him. 

Mary’s simple acceptance of the enormity of Gabriel’s message now strikes me as 

astonishing. There was all that doubt, all that scandal to face and all of the responsibility 

and she simply says “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.” 

Mary knew exactly what she was being told, she fully understood the consequences of the 

message and the responsibility with which she was being entrusted, and she said “Ok, if 

God is with me, it’s all going to be all right.” And it was. 

Blessings, Tim. 


