
Reflection for Sunday July 18th 2021  The Davidic covenant: 2 Samuel 7:1-14 

After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while 

the ark of God remains in a tent.” 3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go 

ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” 4 But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 

saying: 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a 

house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of 

Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I 

have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 
8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the 

pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with 

you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make 

your name great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my 

people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be 

disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have 

done ever since the time I appointed leaders[a] over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from 

all your enemies. “‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for 

you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to 

succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will 

build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his 

father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, 

with floggings inflicted by human hands. 

2 Samuel 7 is one of the most important passages in all the Old Testament for understanding 
the New. If you were to remember only a handful of Old Testament references that were just 
plain helpful to know, I think 2 Samuel 7 is one of them (along with Daniel 7, Deuteronomy 
6:4, Isaiah 53, and perhaps Exodus 20) — it’s that important. 

God promises that one of David’s descendants would be on the throne and his kingdom 
established forever. This reads like the establishment of a dynasty of lots of kings — and that 
was certainly true for four hundred years. But after the Babylonians ended that dynasty it 
became clear that God would establish one descendant with an everlasting throne and 
kingdom. So this hope for a future king, an anointed one or messiah grew to fever pitch 
through hundreds of years of control by other, larger states. It is this passage from which grew 
all the first century Jewish hope of a messiah — this passage defines the course of the rest of 
the Old Testament, and Jesus was the fulfilment of that hope. 

For us monarchy is a nice tradition, no more, but that is a privilege of recent history. In all 
other ages the relative merit of your king decided so much! Did you live in times of peace or 
war? Were you protected from enemies and invaders? Was there justice? Was there good law? 
How was that enforced? Your faith, your values and principles were more or less decided by 
the king, and you had to get in line. The king’s leadership shaped who you were, and what 
kind of life you led to a far greater extent than now. The fate of a country was very obviously 
in their hands. 

In Christian faith we engage in some element of rebellion against our own culture and state to 
choose another king and role model — someone else to define our values and shape our life. 
Each of us follows someone or something, copies one or more role-models, takes their values 
in the main from somewhere. Everyone has some king or other. It is worthwhile reflecting 
occasionally who shapes us most profoundly, and if we reflect that. 

Blessings, Tim. 
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