
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is 

what the ancients were commended for. 
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was 

not made out of what was visible. 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed 

and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the 

promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 

were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past 

childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she[a] considered him faithful who had 

made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 

foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a 

country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly 

one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

 
There’s a quote sometimes attributed to someone called D Elton Trueblood — I’m convinced 

he’s a character in the Harry Potter books — that goes “A man has made at least a start on 

discovering the meaning of human life when he plants shady trees under which he knows full 

well he will never sit”. 

In the first verse of our passage from Hebrews 11 today the writers says, “Now faith is 

confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” What do you hope 

for? What do you hope because you are a Christian and have faith? What does God hope for? 

Context 

Faith and Hope are really the whole subject of the book of Hebrews. The Christian Jews of 

Rome are suffering persecution under Nero and are on the brink of giving up, reverting to the 

their Jewish identity, under which they wouldn’t be persecuted. They are suffering, and feel 

the absence of God — ‘where is he in our pain?’ — The whole letter puts the foundations of its 

argument into the Old Testament (because his readers are ethnically Jewish), reminding them 

that Jesus is the expected king and the new covenant incomparable better than the old. In 

Chapter 11 the writer builds a pastiche of Old Testament characters. They were heroes because 

they trusted that God was doing something greater than they would see, so that if they didn’t 

see the benefit, their descendants would. In short, the writer commends the faith of these 

people because it caused them to leave a legacy of faith. 

Faith 

You see, the people with the greatest trust in God went on to be the most generous, the most 

visionary, the most daring. It was the faithful who did amazing exploits, because they trusted 

God. Specifically, they trusted that if they served God it would be of benefit. It wouldn’t be a 

waste of time. They would leave a legacy of faith, of justice, of mercy. They would nudge the 

world a bit more towards the ideal, the beautiful, the heavenly. 



Trusting God leads to our being more trustworthy, and God entrusting us with his vision. 

Trusting God looks like risk taking on the outside. The exercise of trusting God means that we 

don’t see risk in the same way, because we trust that God has got our backs. So the people 

named in Hebrews are also characterised as risk takers. Are you a risk taker? 

Hope 

Hope is the direction of travel, and it is the gravity that pulls us in that direction. We are not 

aimless — we have a goal, a dream! Do you remember Martin Luther King’s speech ‘I have a 

dream?’ That was the vision of a man propelled by a future he would not see! 

The writer to the Hebrews wants us to be future focussed in this way — dreaming of what we 

do not yet see, leaving a legacy of the qualities of Christ, a pattern of faith, hope and love that 

rubs off on all around us. 

Action! 

What legacy can you and I give? We are so small in the grand trajectory of the gospel! What 

can we give? But we can, because your faith and action shapes people in ways you may not 

know. You are shaping friends and family. Even more so if you pray regularly! What is the 

next step towards the dream? Let us pray for that together, and watch the dream unfold. 

With many blessings, 

 
Tim. 
 

 


