
Luke 5:1-11 —  The miraculous catch 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a] the people were crowding around 

him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people 

from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the 

nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 

anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 

break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they 

came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell 

at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his 

companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11 So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

‘Religious teacher hijacks boat for lakeside rally, then schools fishermen on their job!’ screams 

the Galilee Gazette! 

Of course the presumptuous advice proves useful — the fishers catch a lot of fish. Think about 

Peter’s perspective. He’s probably a teenager, as are James and John and the others, going into 

his father’s business because that was the usual expectation. Jesus borrows the boat, and who 

is Simon Peter to stand in the way of this rabbi drawing a crowd? But Jesus’s teaching is 

radical and exciting and piques his interest! 

The rally ends, the people disperse. ‘Put down your nets’, says Jesus. ‘You know we fish at 

night, right?’ replies Peter. But he has second thoughts now — Jesus has impressed him. ‘But 

whatever you say, I’ll give it a go!’ Simon Peter now looks like an idiot in the eyes of every 

other fisher. But he is all right with this. And then, when the haul comes in… 

‘Go away from me! I’m sinful!’ Peter cries. Peter was a fisherman and so both literally dirty 

and also inevitably ‘ritually unclean’ according to Jewish laws. But Jesus shouldn’t be thinks 

Peter. Jesus’s choice of disciples shows scant regard for conventions of holiness. Just by getting 

in the boat with Simon Peter Jesus shakes up religious teaching. God is not aloof from the 

‘unclean’ or from sinners. 

Jesus offers to mentor Simon Peter. ‘Follow me and you will fish for people!’ This invitation 

honours who Simon, Andrew, James and John are — they are fishers. They are hard working, 

practical people. Jesus does not tell them their skills are useless. No one’s skills are useless to 

God. 

In Peter’s ‘job interview’ he shows insight into Jesus’s special nature, humility, courage in 

many ways (he talks back to Jesus, he is willing to look like a fool in front of other fishers) and 

leadership. Jesus did not call him for his Oxbridge education, his social influence or his good 

looks. Jesus wanted him. And Peter became one of the most influential people in the whole of 

history. 

Blessings, Tim. 
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