
John 12:1-8 Judas and Mary 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised 

from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was 

among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house 

was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this 

perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.[b]” 6 He did not say this 

because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used 

to help himself to what was put into it. 

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of 

my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you,[c] but you will not always have me.” 

 

Those of us who have been working through Embracing Justice have been struck many times 

by the contrast made between God’s economy of abundance, and our economy of scarcity. 

God’s economy is generous and free-flowing. There is enough for all  — shown over and 

again through manna in the desert, the feeding of the five thousand, the wine at the Cana 

wedding and even the coin in the fish’s mouth (Mt 17:27)! Contrast this with Pharaoh’s 

enslavement of the Hebrews, and all the jealousy, murder and manipulation that goes on 

throughout the Bible (and in the modern day). Love gives; fearfulness grasps. 

The contrast is there in this story — Mary responds to Jesus with a lavish abundance. Judas 

counts the cost. 

What about you? I admit that I’ve tended to see Judas’s point of view — it’s hard to argue 

against helping the poor, although Judas does meet Oscar Wilde’s classic definition of a cynic 

— one who know the cost of everything and the value of nothing! 

But if we look with Judas’s eyes, however compelling the argument, we’re seeing it wrong. 

Mary’s lavishness is a genuine response to Jesus’s love and generosity. If we were to respond 

to Jesus in this way, and never in Judas’s I’m sure we would see God’s abundance more fully, 

and life would be (ironically?) richer. Trusting God looks risky, but don’t you think it might be 

the best bet you could ever make?  

Blessings, Tim. 
 

Don’t forget croissants@church this Sunday 9.30am with Worship starting at 10am 

Our Lent Lunch, everyone is very welcome, a time of food and fellowship, donations to the Ukraine 

Appeal.  

And then our 10am Benefice Service on the 10th Palm Sunday here in Westleton starting Easter week,  

Good Friday Reflection 10am till 11am and Easter Sunday Service at 9.30am 

Do join us as we remember and celebrate this special time of our year 
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