
Below you can read Revd Tim's reflection for this Sunday and news from Sibton Abbey. 

Sunday 3rd July 

We have a guest speaker this week, speaking about how we can love our neighbour through 

care of the world we all live in. Since this gives me a week off Sunday sermons, here are some 

thoughts from the gospel from Wednesday’s lectionary — which is the feast of St Peter and St 

Paul… 

Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?” 
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 

blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[a] and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades[b] will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[c] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be[d] loosed in heaven.” 
 

In this passage Jesus asks, ‘who do people say the Son of Man is?’ and the disciples give their 

replies, from the barmy — John the Baptist — (how on earth?) to the more significant — Elijah 

(whom Malachi foretold would return as the forerunner of the Messiah). 

‘But who do you say I am?’ Jesus asks again. ‘You are the Messiah, the son of the Living God,’ 

replies Peter. 

Peter’s character in the gospels leaps out in three dimensions. He surfs the wave of whatever 

is going on: 

• When Jesus walks on water Peter jumps right in, because he wants to do this too! 

• When he sees Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration he wants to put up 

tents for them! 

• And in that violently charged moment when Jesus is arrested, some gospels say it was 

he who took a sword and struck someone. 

If anyone was going to go with the crowd, it was Peter. If anyone was going to vacillate or 

change his mind, it was Peter. 

But in a moment of sublime clarity he knows exactly who Jesus is. He is the Messiah, the son 

of God, the anointed son of David, the son of man. And this is not from within him, it is a 

revelation from God. 

And then, once he has correctly identified Jesus, Jesus tells him who he is. He is not Simon the 

chaser of whatever prevailing mood. He is Peter, the rock. He is the foundation of the 

fellowship of Christian believers. 

The whole of the gospel, and of our Christian faith is about change. Growth. Improvement. 

Hope. God doesn’t simply accept the best at interview, he takes all comers and nurtures 

change within them. The church, through the spirit of Christ, is in the business of behavioural 

alteration (to quote J John). Peter was still human but he moved to a new level. However great 



(or not so great) you think you are, this is for us too. In Christ we can move to a new level. 

This is what it’s all about. 

Many blessings, 

Tim. 

 
                                                                          ***********************************************************
******************************************************************* 
 
Sibton Abbey 
 
'A BENEFICE ‘FAMILY@CHURCH’ - Sunday 17th July at 10.00am. 
An exuberant, welcoming, all age service with lively music themed on 
the feeding of the five thousand, followed (after a short break) by Holy 
Communion. 
Both services will be at THE SIBTON ABBEY RUINS with a 
MEDIEVAL PAGEANT following later in the day at 1.00pm; all this by 
kind permission of the Levett-Scrivener Family. 
  
A MEDIEVAL PAGEANT?! ‘Family fun and frolics medieval style!’ A 
day full of medieval flavour, Morris Dancers and music, medieval life with 
Norfolk &amp; Norwich Medieval Association, and plenty to eat and drink. 
Come and celebrate with us! It’s a Big 25 th Birthday Party for the Friends 
of Sibton Church. There are tours of the Abbey Ruins site and the fun 
ends with a performance of a Suffolk Medieval Mystery Play by Circle 67 
at 6.00pm - ‘The Conversion of St Paul’ directed by Peter Hamilton Dyer. 
 
Tickets are available at Peasenhall General Store and Post Office, and 
at The Weavers Tearooms, and also online at Eventbrite.uk' 
 
 
 
 
 
 


