
Luke 14:1, 7-14  

14 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 

carefully watched. 
7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this 

parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a 

person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of 

you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 

the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the 

presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 

your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back 

and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the 

resurrection of the righteous.” 

How to do dinner parties! 

First century Palestine, shaped by centuries of Greek and Roman rule, was very class 

conscious. Meanwhile the pharisees were very self-confident of their worth in God’s eyes. This 

the context for Jesus’s comments at dinner with a pharisee. 

In a world shaped by social status, what was a guest to do? Head for the top table and hope 

you would find favour and glory?… And risk humiliation when you are asked to move? A 

first century rabbi, Akiva, suggested reclining three places lower than you thought you should 

be — a tactic. Jesus says head to the bottom, put others first — dare to have the humility to go 

last, and perhaps even subvert the whole pecking order. 

Prove that greatness is measured by servant-heartedness, not your place at table. 

Hosting a dinner party in the first century was not just about fun, but social climbing. Invite 

the people in whose reflected glory you might bask! Invite lowlier souls to prove what a 

patron you are! 

‘No!’ Jesus says — be far more radical. Invite those who actually need a dinner! Invite those 

who cannot pay you back. Use your power, gifts and influence, whatever they may be — to 

make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate. 

Empower them, bless them, prove that greatness is measured by servant-heartedness, not the 

number of dinner invitations you receive. 

The film Pay it Forward plays with this idea. Don’t pay back. Pay it forward! Widen the circle 

of blessing. For each favour you receive, do three good things for three further people and 

oblige them to do the same with further acts of kindness. 

This film is riffing on Jesus’s dinner party kingdom-of-God building. Respond to love with 

love; goodness with goodness, but pay it forward and create cascades of grace. A ripple can 

become a wave. A subversion of social status can free people! By playful, servant-hearted 

creativity and the Holy Spirit’s power the love that God has for you — which you feel and 

reflect — can be transformative. 

Blessings, Tim. 


