
Mothering Sunday 

1 Samuel 1:20-28  

20 So in the course of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him 

Samuel,[a] saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 

21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 

the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy is 

weaned, I will take him and present him before the LORD, and he will live there always.”[b] 

23 “Do what seems best to you,” her husband Elkanah told her. “Stay here until you have weaned 

him; only may the LORD make good his[c] word.” So the woman stayed at home and nursed her son 

until she had weaned him. 

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old 

bull,[d] an ephah[e] of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD at 

Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, 

“Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to 

the LORD. 27 I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I 

give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped 

the LORD there. 

Luke 2:33-35 

33 The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

 

Did you know that in Biblical times infant mortality was so high that every woman had to 

bear five children for the population to stay roughly static? The more you think about that, the 

more shocking it is — the amount of grief every parent had to endure in the course of raising 

two or three children to adulthood. In 1 Samuel we read about Hannah who dedicated Samuel 

to the Lord, and gave him up to serve God. That was an extraordinary sacrifice — perhaps 

unimaginable to us. And the gospel is very brief — Simeon’s words to Mary after his short 

song (often called the nunc dimittis): Jesus would cause the falling and rising of many, and a 

sword would pierce her own heart, too. 

Parenthood these days is different. But it is still hard in many ways. The average parent is 

sleep deprived for at least six years — and mothers usually have it worse. Parenthood in this 

country can be very lonely — it is behind closed doors, it can be hard to know other mothers 

at a similar stage, and harder to get together meaningfully. If your kids are grown up, or you 

don’t have any, it is hard to remember or imagine what it is like not to be able to go out easily 

with your spouse or partner — can you find a babysitter? Can you afford the expense? 

Probably you’ve given up a salary when you became a parent, and money is short. 

Covid has made all this harder still, of course. Isolation has been hard for everyone — but for 

new mums I think it has been harder than for many. 
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The old testament laws enshrine care for the most vulnerable: characterised as widows, 

orphans and foreigners. But these laws are intended as examples. The lack of Biblical laws 

about caring for new mothers does not mean that it is not necessary — perhaps it was obvious 

then? 

What can we do to show we care, both individually, and as a community? 

It takes a village to raise a child — let’s pray for all the parents we know, especially the sleep-

deprived mothers of young children, and then think what we can do to live the kingdom of 

God where we are by being richly caring communities — caring of all ages. 

Blessings, Tim. 

 


