
Christmas reflection 

John 1:1-14 

Here we are again. Here we are celebrating Christmas. Here we are again in the 

confusion of a new wave of covid, just as, last year, we were seeing the rising tide of the 

second wave casting doubt over whether we should meet to celebrate Christmas, and 

how we should celebrate Christmas. We encountered a painful tension in our hearts — 

our instincts to gather together to drink, to sing and to celebrate now vied with fear for 

our health and fear that we might harm others by being the unwitting vectors of an 

unseen ill. And we are experiencing the same tension again — because of the unknown, 

and the fear, and the love and the consideration for others. 

Many of us have already come close to despair at various points during the last year 

and three quarters. When will it all be over? Some have, owing to their circumstances 

or disposition, found this all so much harder. My heart and my prayers go out to you. 

In the year Jesus was born I think the Roman rule of Israel might have been 

experienced in similar terms to our recent experience. The Romans were unwanted, 

and were a dangerous ‘contaminant’ for Israel. The reactions to this were various — 

Pharisees responded to Roman rule with a sort of especial purity obsession. Sadducees 

placed all their spiritual hope in the worship in the Jerusalem temple. Essenes 

withdrew into remote communities in the Judaean wilderness making believe the 

Romans weren’t there. 

Into this despair the Word plunged, offering the love of God (even for Romans, too!) 

and offering hope to the hopeless who accepted that hope. He didn’t offer optimism  — 

‘chin up, it’ll soon be over!’ — but he offered hope — ‘God knows, God cares, God is 

bringing his kingdom — come and join him!’ 

I hope that hope resonates for you, too, this year. We need Christmas — we need God 

with us in the biggest way possible. We need God guiding us, protecting us, forgiving 

us(!), with us. 

Some of our plans have changed over the last few days, as we have adapted locally to 

the situations we face. If you ‘do church’ with us over the next few days — thank you! 

If you don’t, that’s ok, I understand. I hope and pray that you know God’s hopeful 

presence with you, wherever you are, whatever your plans. God doesn’t sit only in a 

church, but goes with you — and is perhaps especially present to you when you take a 

moment amidst the sprouts and the presents to look up and find him. 

Happy Christmas from Tim and family, and all the ministry team. 

                                                                                                                  Blessings, 

Tim. 
 
May I add to Tim's message, St Peter's at Westleton is holding two services 
over the Christmas weekend, Christmas Day Celebration and Sunday Boxing 
Day Benefice Communion both at 10am. Do come if you feel comfortable; 
social distancing every other pew, face masks and hand sanitizer, 
negative lateral flow test even better still.  
Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year 
In the Hope of Christ 
Jeremy 


