
Colossians 2:6-15 
 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and 

built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 

on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces[a] of this world rather than on Christ. 
9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been 

brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 

circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self-ruled by the 

flesh[b] was put off when you were circumcised by[c] Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 

baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 

raised him from the dead. 
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

you[d] alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having cancelled the charge of our legal 

indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the 

cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross. 

 
When we read a novel, watch a film, or look at a piece of art an enormous amount of 

simplification has taken place, in order to clarify for us the important points of the story, or the 

important lines of the image. This is part of the art of art — helping us to see the complexity of 

a person, or of a form, with as few lines as possible.  

Preachers do it too. We cut through the context to find the most helpful way of scene-setting. 

We generalise our conclusions — ‘we must love God through more diligence in prayer!’, ‘we 

must reflect on how we love our neighbour as ourselves!’ There is nothing wrong with this 

exactly — the simplification can help us compare the shape of our lives with this ideal shape, 

and the difference creates the longing and the urgency to change — right? 

But on the other hand, you are not simple. You are shaped by some critical moments and 

thousands of relationships, some pivotal — parents, siblings, spouse, children — and some 

marginal. It is too easy to absorb the idealisations of saints and feel irredeemably inadequate 

by comparison. It is too easy to find that what I preach, or what you understand of faith is a 

world away from where you are right now… 

In the opening of his letter to the Colossian Christians Paul sounds pretty happy with them — 

he’s heard great stuff from Epaphras about their love and faithfulness — Great job! But he’s 

also heard that they’re in danger of their faith going adrift, and we learn how in this passage 

from Colossians 2. 

Briefly, they live in a complicated world. They are followers of a new faith, but they live in a 

multicultural, multi-religious world in which ‘the gods’ were not exclusive. The cultural 

pressure to concede that Jesus was only a god beside other gods must have been immense. 

Further — Christianity existed as a radical new offshoot of Judaism. The core of Judaism was 

expressing loyalty and trust in the covenant God through the keeping of the law of Moses. 

Obedience leading to relationship with an unseen God. 

Obedience  Relationship 



But Christianity flipped that round. God was not unseen, nor remote. God had been with us in 

flesh and blood, and was still with us through the Spirit. The new covenant was now about 

Relationship leading to Obedience. 

Relationship  Obedience 

(But of course this is a simplification!). 

The struggle for Colossian Christians was to hold on to the uniqueness of Jesus, but also to 

hold on to that faith as relationship, and not skip (and simplify) that relationship into obeying 

rules — be they commandments or rules of thumb. 

And I think that struggle bears great relevance for us. There are endless pressures on our time, 

energy and commitment. To let other stuff compete with Christ in our lives. I am no less 

susceptible than you.  

There is endless scope for us to simplify the messy indistinctness of relationship with God into 

an easy formula. I am no less susceptible — I like a neat aphorism or three point formula quite 

as much as you. 

The truth Paul wants his Colossian friends to know is that there is a middle way between the 

dangers of a kindly relativism and the sort of discipline that loses its discipleship along the 

way. 

What I want you to know is that sometimes it is hard to pray. Sometimes you do feel far from 

God. Sometimes it just isn’t that easy. The simple bit is that God loves the complicated, messy, 

sometimes confused you — the real you —  not the ideal you you sometimes wish you were, 

nor that you sometimes think God wishes you were. 

Blessings, 

Tim. 
 


