
Acts 5:27-32  

27 The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be 

questioned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he 

said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us 

guilty of this man’s blood.” 

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human 

beings! 30 The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by 

hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that 

he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these 

things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

You can’t handle the truth! 

I love a courtroom drama, don’t you? Inherit the Wind, or A Few Good Men, To Kill a 

Mockingbird or the Trial of the Chicago Seven — there is something exciting about battling for 

truth and justice. ‘You can’t handle the truth!’ the famous line from A Few Good Men, 

describes Peter’s (and later Paul’s) clashes with the Sanhedrin or the Roman leaders very well. 

Here in Acts 5 Peter comes before the Sanhedrin a second time. They’ve already told him to 

stop preaching once. They have the power to make Peter’s life difficult, but Peter has the truth 

on his side and the flaky friend of the gospels has become the Rock of Acts. And he lets them 

know that — embarrassing the Sanhedrin in the battle for truth and justice. 

In his earlier clash Peter and John had just healed someone in the name of Jesus. The 

Sanhedrin don’t think this is right — but there’s a guy walking around who used to be 

crippled and begging outside the temple, and they need to deal with that truth — and they 

can’t handle it. 

They also can’t handle Peter’s accusation that they killed Jesus. They try to brush past it — it is 

very awkward that a man was healed in the name of someone they deemed a blasphemer, and 

persuaded the Romans to crucify as a rebel.  

This is the wonderful thing about the whole book of Acts — suddenly it is not just Jesus going 

around healing and spreading awkward truths — it is Peter, John, Stephen, then Paul 

spreading the news like wildfire. They cannot be contained because they are fearless, 

empowered and have truth on their side. 

Jesus described himself as the way, the truth and the life. Jesus’s life was irrepressible, and so 

is his truth. And that is very good news, when there is so much darkness and violence in the 

world — because we can be sure that the light of truth cannot be put out — and that violence 

and darkness will be. 

Blessings, Tim. 

 

 


