
Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10 
1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the 

teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for 

Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read 

it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of 

the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 

Book of the Law. 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as 

he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people 

lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped 

the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear[a] and giving the meaning so that the 

people understood what was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and 

teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is 

holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 

listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, 

and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, 

for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[a] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 

slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one 

part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 

it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 

an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the 

whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where 

would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, 

just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 

many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot 

say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker 

are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 

parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no 

special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked 

it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 

each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 

with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in 

the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of 

helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues[b]? Do all 

interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8.8-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12502a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12.12-31a&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28648a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12.12-31a&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28665b


Luke 4:14-21 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 

whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went 

to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on 

me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant 

and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by 

saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

Building the Kingdom of God 

Ezra and Nehemiah are two books that can easily be lost amidst the 39 books of the Old 

Testament. However there is a great summary of these two books,  in story and theological 

themes, in this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkETkRv9tG8&t=2s 

In short, after the Babylonian exile the people returned home in different groups to rebuild their 

kingdom — a fresh start. They rebuilt the temple, they re-educated the people in the law, and 

rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem — but on each occasion the ideal restart was marred by exclusion — the 

Israelites who remained were pushed out from this new start, or told to divorce their non-Jewish 

spouses. Though good people sought God’s will, they fell short, and it becomes clear that God 

does not fully bless their enterprise.  

In 1 Corinthians we encounter a diverse church, filled with rich and poor, slave and free, from 

varied backgrounds. But there is no unity. The wealthy are slighting the poorer members, acting 

as a class apart. Even acting as if they were ashamed of their brothers and sisters in Christ. Again 

there is exclusion, not unity and welcome at the heart of the church — and Paul tells them how 

unacceptable that is. 

In Luke 4 Jesus goes to the synagogue on a Sabbath morning and reads from Isaiah. He is not set 

to read from this, but he seems to find the specific passage he wants — which means that he must 

have put the large scroll on the floor and unrolled it — what a palaver! And what he reads is that 

the Spirit of the Lord is upon him, and he is to proclaim good news to the blind, the prisoner, and the 

poor and the oppressed. This offends his hearers for two reasons — he is claiming that the 

prophecy has come true, in him, that day — he claims the full authority of God! And secondly, 

however good the people thought they were, he is implying that the people he will proclaim good 

news to are still very much marginalized by the rest of the Jewish people!   

There is a tension deep inside the human heart. We know it is right to love our neighbour and to 

love God. But like Ezra and Nehemiah, like some in the church in Corinth, it is easy to put 

boundaries on that love. To decide that some people need not be our neighbour. 

How can we ‘un-boundary’ that love? How can we be ‘walls-down’ people? How can we be a 

‘walls-down’ church? 

God had a vision far beyond that of Nehemiah. It is our privilege to start every day afresh, seeking 

to work with that vision. 

Blessings,                   Tim 
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