
Luke 13:1-9 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 

way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 

will all perish.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, 

and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who 

took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this 

fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 8 “‘Sir,’ the 

man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it 

bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 

Why does God not stop Putin? 

In the gospel passage, the people talking with Jesus could equally have asked Jesus 

why God did not stop the tower of Siloam falling on those people, or stop Pilate in his 

contemptuous actions. And this leads us to ask a series of very difficult questions. 

Do bad things happen to bad people? Yes they do. 

Do bad things happen to good people? Yes they do. 

And where is God when bad things happen? 

Throughout history we have found it too easy mistakenly to align God’s will with 

power or violence. If a terrible thing happened, people have thought that God must 

have willed it — it must be a punishment! Duels were fought in mediaeval times on the 

basis that God would give victory to the one in the right! 

Jesus’s comments tell the lie to this way of thinking, as does his crucifixion and 

resurrection. God is not violent. God is compassionate. God is always on the side of the 

victim. The cross was the ultimate expression of solidarity with victims. It turns out 

that while God alone has the right to judge, we never see God in judgement, while we 

are constantly judging. 

But why does God not stop Putin? 

There is no very satisfying answer to that — not for Ukrainians who have lost friends, 

homes and livelihoods. Thousands of times through history we have wanted God to 

intervene and stop evil. God never does it very conspicuously. But I’m sure he does. 

I’m sure that the poor planning of Russian forces was an answer to prayer. I’m sure 

that their running short of fuel, their reportedly low morale, the quick surrender of 

many Russian soldiers, and their abandonment of tanks are all answers to prayers that 

have saved thousands of lives as civilians fled. I’m sure that God is there, in a thousand 

minor miracles. And our role is to partner with God — to pray constantly, to care for 

refugees in all the ways we can, and to spread peace in all the ways we can, in the 

power the Prince of Peace.    Blessings, Tim. 

This week’s Church Collection will be ‘A Gift for Ukraine’ 


