
Genesis 2: 4-9, 15-25 Creationtide 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when 

the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the 

earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and 

there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams[b] came up from the earth and watered the 

whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed a man[c] from the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he 

had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 

it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 

for him.” 
19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in 

the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man 

called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, 

the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 

But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into 

a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up 

the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of 

the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and 

flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves his 

father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

 

In our upcoming Lent course we will study Biblical understandings of justice through 

‘Embracing Justice’ by Isabelle Hamley. She notes that justice is a wider issue than criminal 

justice and also that justice and equality are importantly different (you may want to think 

how!). 

For Hamley justice begins in these chapters of Genesis where God founds his idea of right 

and good. Firstly we need to hear the tacit reproach of Genesis against other contemporary 

religions and societies. It was commonly believed across the ancient world that a king was 

godlike (while we normal folk were distinctly not!). And a woman was further removed from 

the divine! But Genesis dramatically corrects this — in chapter 1 vs 26 and 27, we hear the 

emphasis that God made humankind (not just kings) in his image — male and female he 

created them. Justice begins with this deep respect for the goodness of humankind, and 

equality in respect. 

Genesis’s lines about man having dominion over creation have often been read in the worst 

light. ‘Creation is ours to do as we please’! But if we are made God-like, God calls us to 
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behave like God! God does not do with us merely as he pleases, but it pleases God to treat us 

with love, and in the end, through Christ, to dwell with us and to suffer because of us — to 

make clear his love. God relentlessly seeks relationship with us, and in these early lines of 

Genesis we see that God intends us to have relationship with his creation — we are not 

independent, but interdependent, and always were supposed to be. 

Hamley makes the point that by seizing the forbidden fruit Adam and Eve were seeking to 

grasp, to possess for themselves and manipulate what they were supposed to learn and know 

through relationship. What happens after the first bite? The breakdown of relationships — 

‘that snake tempted me!’ ‘She tempted me!’ 

We rapidly need to relearn ‘creational justice’, and that this must begin with our really 

loving creation, just as God loves us, whom God created. 

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                 Revd Tim 
 
Our March Benefice service will be held in Theberton Church on Sunday 6th at 10am.  We 
are looking forward to Reverend Nic Stuchfield speaking about the work he does with 
CAP (Christians Against Poverty).  Do please join us to find out more from Reverend Nic. 
 
Shrove Tuesday 
Come and join us in Westleton Church on Tuesday 1st March between 2.30 and 4.30pm for 
Tea and Cakes, and Scotch Pancakes…. Everyone is very welcome 
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