
Sunday's Reflection from Revd Tim.  
 

Mark 9.30-37 Humility 

30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where 

they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is 

going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 

rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you 

arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about 

who was the greatest. 

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the 

very last, and the servant of all.” 

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to 

them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 

whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

 

It’s said that humility is one of those things that just as soon as you think you’ve got it, 

you’ve lost it again. 

Jesus’s disciples have been arguing on the road. It’s so human! Young men tend to be list 

makers and categorisers. They probably had their top ten songs and top three foods too, so 

ranking themselves was inevitable. 

You can see Jesus’s perspective, too though — his was hardly a movement that was going to 

encourage that sort of ambition. They still hadn’t got what he was about, and humility was 

one of the harder lessons. 

What is humility? I don’t think it has anything to do with belittling yourself, or putting 

yourself down, do you? 

Jesus had complete humility, but had no discomfort announcing that he was the son of God, 

nor that he could teach everyone a thing or two! 

I’ve heard it said that humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less. 

I think humility has to do with being clear sighted and then acting in accordance with this. 

Humility must recognise that we are special, and loved by God — but no more than anyone 

else — and that it is better to act according to God’s care than our own. 

That was the point of Jesus putting a child in their midst. The disciples paid no mind to this 

child, but Jesus did. 

I’m sure you have many thoughts on this passage in specific regard to children in church. 

The reasons there are few children in church are complex, and it’s not your fault! But 

humility will require collective imagination and some degree of sacrifice of expectations if 

we wish genuinely to connect new generations with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

This is something I must reflect on plenty myself! 

Blessings, Tim. 


