
Luke 13:31-35 

31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go 

somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on 

driving out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will 

reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for 

surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often 

I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 

wings, and you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you 

will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’[a]” 

In this short passage, pharisees warn Jesus that Herod is after him and wants to kill him. 

Jesus’s words ‘that fox’ are his only real words of contempt in the gospels. A fox is destructive, 

sly, worthless in first century Jewish parlance. But his reply goes on — not with a violent 

retort, but by proclaiming that he will ignore the violence and continue to do good. 

Jesus could so easily have retorted ‘go tell that fox that he underestimates my power’ or that 

‘God’s wrath is great’, or ‘The Almighty is on my side’. All ways of saying, ‘think where the 

power really is, before you strike’. But instead he simply says that he will go on doing good 

things — ‘driving out demons and healing people.’ Does Herod want to kill him for this? 

Really? His violence only condemns him more. 

No doubt you remember in the sermon on the mount Jesus tells us to turn the other cheek, go 

the extra mile, and give our shirt as well as our cloak. These are ways of responding to 

violence, coercion and injustice with ways that highlight the sin more starkly. Here, Jesus 

promises to practice what he preaches — he’s not going to run, he’s going to stay and carry on 

doing good. 

I am conflict-averse. That is a good thing — so is Jesus! But Jesus was conflict-averse whilst 

remaining unswayed in his mission, his proclamation and the truth. That is so much harder. 

Let us pray for all Christians today that we grow in Christlike courage to do good, to be good 

and speak good. 

Blessings, Tim. 
 

 

As last week,  please continue to think of and pray for Ukraine and take what action you 
can, such as those below: 
. 
1. We can give to the Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine appeal. www.dec.org.uk 
2. Could you host a refugee? Tell suffolkrefugee.org.uk 
3. You could donate specific products to help — there is a collection point at Fishers in 
Saxmundham. See their facebook page for what they are collecting 
— https://www.facebook.com/groups/1612058399044027/user/100077737080962/  
4. We can pray. 
Sadly, we are aware that in the midst of a terrible story, there are still evil people who may try to 
exploit your kindness and generosity. Please be cautious of scams and ‘phishing’ emails that 
purport to be from a recognised organisation, but are not. If you look at the actual email address of 
the sender, this can give it away. If you have any doubt — do not respond, but go instead through 
a recognised, widely known channel. 
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Last Sunday we held a well attended Following this success we will do this again this Sunday 13th 
March at 3pm — again in Darsham. I’ve heard from many people about the anxiety they feel about 
the war. The best cure for anxiety I know is to share that anxiety with God in prayer, and then to 
trust in him. 
 
Again, this is for open prayer about the current situation. It is open to anyone, of any church, of 
any denomination — all are welcome. You don’t have to come for the start, you may leave at any 
point. You don’t have to pray out loud. If you do pray out loud, you don’t have to sound eloquent or 
polished. But in our helplessness it is good to pray, and to tell God what we think! 
  
Please do share this notice with people who might not be on this email group. Please share this on 
village whatsapp or email groups. Share by word of mouth. And come if you can. 
All blessings,Tim 
 


