
Luke 6:17-26  

 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was 

there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the 

coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of 

their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to 

touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. 
20 Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom 

of God. 
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject 

your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is 

how their ancestors treated the prophets. 
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the 

false prophets. 
 

Luke’s beatitudes 

If you wanted evidence for the divine, and you weren’t willing to believe in Jesus’s 

resurrection, where else might you look? I’ve heard it said that the whole sermon on 

the Mount in Matthew 5-7 might be all the proof you require! Listen to what Jesus says: 

had anything like this ever been heard before? You know human nature — is it 

possible that mere human thought could have dreamt up this insightful, inspiring new 

vision? 

Luke’s version is similar but different. He locates it on the coastal plain near Tyre, and 

Luke allows Jesus to make slightly different points — including the woes, which 

Matthew does not have. 

Here, Jesus blesses the poor, but pronounces a woe to the rich. This was very much 

contrary to the obvious perception of things, then and now (and contrary to ‘prosperity 

gospel’ preaching too). Two things should be said here: firstly ‘woe’ perhaps don’t 

translate well. The commentary I read suggests ‘Alas!’ might be better, or perhaps the 

Good News Bible’s ‘how terrible! It is not that God curses the rich, but that in their 

wealth it is so easy to be proud, so easy to become self-sufficient. The wealthy can be 

lured away from their relationship with God, and that is tragic. The corollary is that 

poverty is not in itself a blessing, but that the poor can know the consolations, activity 

and love of God that the wealthy may never see. So God does not privilege one class 

over another — God loves all — but Jesus here recognises, to the surprise of his 

listeners, that wealth is not an unmitigated blessing, as the world thinks. 



Here there is also a contrast between those who weep and those who laugh. Again, I 

think this has been misunderstood. I think Jesus liked fun and told jokes — but humour 

is hard to translate, and we have tended to prefer a serious image of Jesus. Perhaps to 

our detriment? What then does he mean here? Well imagine the contrast between a 

human rights campaigner and someone who cared only for themselves, who was 

frivolous or flippant? One may laugh more than the other, but who leads a richer life? 

Now, what do you think about the contrasts made between those who are cursed and 

rejected in Jesus’s name, and those who are otherwise generally praised? Being well 

thought of is still good (1 Tim 3:7) — you’re not supposed to be obnoxious! But you are 

supposed to be distinctive enough to make some people uncomfortable with 

themselves because of who you are and that may provoke their dislike, or even hatred. 

Read this passage again. Do you see what Jesus is saying? Do you feel uncomfortable 

reading this, do you feel challenged? 

Blessings, Tim. 
 


