
Palm Sunday 2022 

Palm Sunday and the week that follows are a dramatic playing out of the encounter between 

humankind and God — on a personal and a social level. How did they encounter God actually 

in the midst of them? Did they recognise him? Were they transformed, or disappointed? And 

what about us? This encounter is about perception and power, judgement and response. 

History is filled with empires and battles — power strutting its stuff, seeking more power and 

more control. The harder empires fight, the less grip they have on the hearts or minds of their 

subjects. 

Jesus, at any point in his ministry, was the most powerful person in the room — because he 

was God. Did he strut that power? No — he used it with extraordinary care. Indeed, he could 

not use that power in any manner that would intimidate or compel — because Jesus desired 

his people to encounter God, and respond to his love freely with love in return. He could not 

strut that power, because that is not in his loving nature.Those who encountered Jesus met a 

loving, truthful, humble man. And saw God. Only after a response of faith did any see 

compelling evidence of his power. 

Palm Sunday and holy week is a story of judgements. How do you judge Jesus? Is he true, or 

is he a liar? But really the encounter tests you more than Jesus. How the Jerusalem crowds 

reacted to Jesus says more about them than him. Did they pay attention? Were they so 

challenged by the truth that to condone it was unacceptable? 

Everyone in the Holy week narrative sees their judgement swayed by power. Enthusiastic 

crowds draw observers into the moment, be it to the triumph of Palm Sunday, or the 

condemnation of Good Friday. We all of us run with the foxes and hunt with the hounds to 

some extent. That is our nature. Holy week exposes the fragility of our convictions and of our 

grasp on truth. Holy week illuminates the solid depth of Jesus’s truth. But crucially Jesus did 

not flash his power to sway judgement — he only ever invited us to trust him, never 

compelled our obedience. 

Holy week invites us to consider our own encounter with God. What sways you? In the end, it 

is our encounter, not with God’s power, but with his loving and true character that wins us. 

Blessings, Tim. 

 

Please join us for our Benefice Palm Sunday Service at 9.30am this Sunday 10th 

Good Friday 15th for a Meditation Service between 10am and 11am 

Easter Sunday 17th Holy Communion Service followed by an Easter Egg Hunt! 


