
Easter Sunday 

John 20:1-18 

The Empty Tomb 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 

tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 

Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, 

who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not 

understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to 

where they were staying. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 

other at the foot. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 He 

asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the 

gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 

get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 
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Which moment is more important in the Lion, the Witch and the wardrobe? Is it the moment 

in which Aslan takes Edmund’s place, submitting to all the shame that the Witch, Jadis can 

throw at him, and dying on the stone table? Or is it dawn the next day, when the stone table 

cracks and Lucy and Susan rushing back see that Aslan has gone, only to hear his voice again 

behind them, and he is there, more alive, larger, his mane restored and full of joy? 

The first moment tells us of the extraordinary depth of Aslan’s love. Edmund is not very nice, 

but Aslan loves him, suffers in his place, redeems him, wins him to his side with the most 

costly thing he can give — his own life. But the second tells of Aslan’s power, his victory over 

the Witch, and the defeat of evil. The second moment is the happy ending we crave, and it 

enables the rest of the stories to continue. Without that dawn moment the Lion the Witch and 

the Wardrobe is a forgotten gloomy children’s story — but with it, it is six more volumes and 

beloved of children the world over. 

So, rather obviously, without either moment it is no longer the Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe — they are equal in importance. And so it is with Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

God became man and knew that mankind would reject God: Good Friday. But he triumphed 

over death and this gives us hope for the ongoing story: Easter Sunday. 

If we skip past Good Friday, we may fail to take sin seriously. But Easter is the victory, Easter 

is the ray of hope, Easter is the strength to change, and the promise of grace.  

Ultimately we cannot, and should not prise them apart — they are the opposite sides of the 

same coin, they come as a single unit. We have to enter the sober reflection of Good Friday to 

feel the elation of Easter morning; we need the victory of Easter to reveal our complicity in the 

human darkness that led to the cross. 

Easter blessings, 

 

Tim. 

 


