
This week's Reflection from Revd Tim 

Luke 1:46-55 The Magnificat 

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he 

has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me 

blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their 

inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his 

descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

Reflection 

Sarah read recently the interesting observation that where Biblical men frequently meet 

with God on a mountain (Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Jesus); God more normally speaks to 

women in their home. Cultural expectations of home-making and child-rearing falling 

chiefly on women does not stop them relating to God, nor God to them. God can and does 

meet you where you are at. 

Mary’s song is one of the most said and sung pieces of Biblical text —it is part of  daily 

evening prayer, and there have been many musical magnificats, from Bach to Thomas 

Tallis to Stanford, who wrote mags in every key. 

Apparently it is a favourite prayer of poor campesinos in Nicaragua. When you look at the 

revolutionary aspects of the song, you can see why! 

It reminds me of a verse from Bob Dylan’s Idiot Wind “Now everything’s a little upside 

down| As a matter of fact, the wheels have stopped| What’s good is bad, what’s bad is 

good| You’ll find out when you reach the top| You’re on the bottom…” But then Dylan 

has a way of making his songs political, revolutionary and allusive. 

The song echoes Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2 (seriously, look it up!) and parts of Isaiah, 

and the Psalms. It is steeped in Biblical tradition. God has saved his people in the past, is 

doing something about their salvation now, and has their ultimate salvation in hand — let 

no one doubt! God is not interested only in the rich, the famous or the powerful, but in 

simple humble hearts — even me! God will redress injustice. 

The tone is not especially punitive towards the privileged so much as hopeful to the rest of 

us — God is on the side of the little people, the underpaid, the under-represented, the 

oppressed.  

It is easy for us to look at people a little more privileged than ourselves and blame them — 

while defending our own relative wealth. Looking at our power or privilege on a global 

scale puts most (or all?) of us above average. Mary’s song calls us to reflect on ourselves. 

Of course the song is hopeful, and of course we hope for peace, and equality and good for 

all. But do you feel even slightly defensive after reading this? I know I do! 

Blessings, Tim 


