
Christmas Reflection      

 

John 1:1-14 

Christmas 

Now, more than at any point in most of our lifetimes do we need to hold on to 

the light shining in the darkness. How ‘in the dark’ do we feel at the moment? We 

are in the dark because it is hard to see what is going on. Because it is hard to see 

what the future holds and what the world will look like in a month or two, let alone a 

year. Because the ordinary and the everyday has taken on a fearful aspect, and because 

good and loving actions, like a compassionate hug, have taken on a threatening aspect. 

During the shortest days of the year how will loneliness affect some? Who will slip into 

depression? 

We need light, and we are people of light. John tells us that: ‘the light shines in the darkness and the darkness 

has not comprehended it.’ Different translations of the Bible say different things for that last bit: the original 

word that John uses for ‘comprehended’ could mean understood, but it could also mean ‘overcome’ or 

‘defeated’. We might find a way of hinting at both: the darkness didn’t grasp it, didn’t master it, didn’t get it. 

Both translations are true — evil cannot understand the good of Jesus nor understand how he is so good, 

because in the darkness you cannot see the difference between black and white, good and bad. But also, the 

darkness couldn’t stamp out the light — darkness is an absence of light and is defined by its relationship to 

light, not the other way around. Light is always superior to darkness. The darkness tried to murder the light on 

the cross, but the light rose from the dead. 

This dual understanding is insightful and beautiful. It is also hopeful. Dark days happen, but the light will never 

be extinguished. 

So John illuminates for us the equivalence, in Jesus, of the word, the light, the life — and in 1 John 4 — the love. 

The light shines in the darkness, and… perfect love drives out all fear (1 John 4:18). I think that means, too, that 

if we have grasped this fearless Love, we have real hope. Hope not in the brilliance of molecular biologists 

engineering vaccines, nor in the wisdom of government to impose the necessary rules to control the spread of a 

disease, nor in human nature — that with our backs against the wall we can put aside selfish interest and make 

personal sacrifices for the greater good. No: hope in God. 

We may hope in these other things, of course, but our ultimate rock of hope is God’s unwavering, unshakeable, 

constant love. 

Jesus was born into a broken world, not because he thought it would be fun (of course, it was fun at times) but 

to begin the process of fixing the brokenness, shining light in the darkness, hope in the gloom and despair. That 

light never went away. 

Parents don’t love their children equally (hear me out on this). Of course, good, loving parents love and hope for 

their children beyond words — but when your boy or girl falls and scrapes their knee you run to comfort that 

one first, you give more of your love in that moment. Parents pour their love on the child in pain. Just like the 

shepherd of Luke 15, who seeks out the lost sheep, while leaving the 99. Perhaps you might say it’s not more 

love, but focussed love. Now, more than ever, God wants you to know and feel that love. We are the 1 in 100 

sheep, and he the infinitely available shepherd. 

There is so much fear, so much sadness, so much loss. Now is our time. As we are Christians, filled with the 

spirit, we are also filled with hope, with light, and with love. Please: pray that you may be filled more fully with 

that hopeful, loving light of Christ — and spend that in compassionate prayer for those who are struggling this 

Christmas. And then… maybe phone one or two of the ones you thought of? 

The light shines in the darkness… and this is cause for hope and joy. 

I wish you all a blessed, peaceful and safe Christmas. 

Tim. 

 


