
Sunday reflection. 
 
So, we are now well into the Easter season and maybe it is a good time to ask ourselves how 
does our knowledge and experience of Easter change our day to day lives? 

Those first disciples of Jesus had responded to his call to follow him, they had done so with 
varying success and failures- none more so than Peter. They had experienced the horrors of 

Good Friday and the confusion of finding the empty tomb.  
Then the Lord had risen and appeared to them, including an appearance to Peter. But what for 

them now? 

It is interesting that they had gone back to their home territory and gone back to their old work. 
“I’m going fishing”, Simon Peter had said and some of the others had followed his lead. It was 

familiar territory, and also as had happened before it was fruitless expedition, they toiled all 

night and caught nothing.  
When the mysterious figure on the shore called to them, they realised that it was Jesus himself. 

Not only did they haul in a great shoal of fish, but breakfast was provided for them. When Jesus 
broke the bread and gave it and the fish to them, then their understanding of what was 

happening began to grow 

As with so much in St. John’s gospel, narrative has different layers. 
There is God’s provision - his abundant provision - not just with the breakfast but also with the 

fish - large fish - no mediocre provision but as at the wedding in Cana when there was an 

abundance of wine, God amply and generously provides. 
The breakfast was provided - a charcoal fire was burning - did this remind Peter of the charcoal 

fire which had been burning on the evening when he had denied knowing Jesus? The familiar 
gesture of Jesus breaking bread would bring back memories too, as it does for us as we come 

together for a belated breakfast and Jesus is here with us in bread and wine. 

There is also the conversation between Peter and Jesus with Jesus three questions “Do you love 
me?” giving Peter the opportunity to affirm his love for Jesus and the commission to feed and 

tend his sheep, and to care for the lambs. If prior to this incident, he had been wondering what 
life would hold for him, it was clear it would no longer be fishing on the sea of Galilee. The 

fisherman called to fish for men now becomes the shepherd; forgiven and restored Peter has a 

vital role to carry out in the Christian Community. He will not always have a choice and indeed 
ultimately, he will face death, but still Peter must follow him. 

So for us in these days of Easter, the excitement of the actual festival is over, but we too hear 

again the command to follow Jesus and to be involved in his service. We find that even in the 
days of doubt and the experience of darkness, Jesus is still there in risen power. God still 

provided in abundance and as that is shown in the gospel today so it will be shown in our lives 
too. 

When Peter the fisherman was first called to follow Jesus, he had no idea where that would lead 

him during the next three years. He had no idea of where Peter the shepherd would go and what 

he would be asked to do, but he knew he could rely on the one who had called him. 
We too can have the same confidence that God will provide for and care for us as we walk and 

follow him. 

The service this Sunday is a Benefice Holy Communion in the Holy Trinity 
Church, Middleton at 10am. 
 
Warmest wishes, Christine 


