
John 3.16-17 
16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 
 

Reflection 

When I hear and read this passage from John’s gospel my mind goes back to an 
ascension service years ago where a friend was preaching where he posed the 
question, “would I do that?” and followed it up by saying “I am not sure that I could do”. 
This has stuck with me over the years, a deeply personal reaction to a question that 
could be so easily accepted. I am aware that many learned observers will explain that it 
will fit in with customs and beliefs of the time and in Old Testament references. But I can 
never move away from the deeply personal response to how much God loves us by 
taking this step. 
This is mirrored by Jesus’s sacrifice recorded in John 15: 13 “No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Again, an action deeply personal and 
reflecting a deep. deep love for us all. 
Last week we celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit which Jesus sent to us that by 
accepting the Spirit we will be saved from our sins.  A Spirit sent to us by God’s 
amazing love for us. 
There has been much written and explanations given to the mystical nature of the Holy 
Trinity and I suggest that we should enjoy and celebrate this mystery and reflect on 
what is behind this. The great love that God, in all his forms love us and wants us to be 
saved. Looking forward to the future, using the times we have experienced can be 
challenging and we need to have strength that we can get from the Trinity, all we have 
to do is to accept God’s love and enter into the mystery that is God, openly and with 
love.  
We are fortunate that this love inspires a confidence in Christians that God loves us so 
much we never need to fear for the future, for whatever is before us leads to joy, peace 
and love. 
 

Prayer 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 

defend you on every side and guide you in truth and peace.        

 

Revd Brian 


