
 

Reading 
Matthew 2: 1-2 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
2:1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and 
have come to pay him homage. 
 

Reflection 

Mystery 
29 December by Bishop Rachel Treweek 

As a child I loved waking on Christmas morning to find the tatty, bulging 

green stocking which had mysteriously appeared on my bed. With the 

Satsuma in the toe, I knew I would find the treasure of chocolate golden 

coins. But apart from that I had no idea of what else lay within the misshapen 

fabric. How it looked and felt on the outside rarely revealed what was inside, 

despite my excited guesses. Things are not always what they seem. 
  

For me this explains what motivated the three wise men to leave their homes and travel many miles 

following a star. For many Christians isn’t this what we do? This is a time of reflection and in our 

country with its climate there is little to do but spend time in reflection on what God is wanting us to 

do. The period between the joy and celebration of Christmas day is giving way to New Year's 

uncertainty with its good intentions and plans for a chance of a making our lives better. Isn’t that what 

the wise experienced but in reality, what they found was not what they expected and as we know they 

went home by an unplanned route because of what they found, they were not what they seemed?  

This is the challenge we all meet is that we start with clear thoughts, intentions and expectations, sure 

of the way ahead and as we journey following our star we find that things are not what they seem. 

What drove the Wise Men forward was faith in the wisdom and love of God, and as Christians that is 

what drives us forwards and comforts us as we meet those things that are not what we expected. The 

challenge for us is what drove the Wise Men on their journey, to persevere when things turn out to be 

not what we thought they would.        Brian Jolley 

Prayer 

 

Loving Lord let us pray that we might meet God’s transforming love in mysterious and 

unexpected ways. 

Give us strength when things challenge us when things are not what they seem. 

As we follow our star let the light of your redeeming love shine on us and watch over us . We 

ask this in Jesus Name . Amen 

            

 


