
Where heaven touches earth —  

Isaiah 25:6-9  

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine—  the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 

the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; 

he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. 

The LORD has spoken. 
9 In that day they will say, 

“Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 

Revelation 21:1-6 

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy 

City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 

will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 

and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 

more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water 

of life. 

This passage from Isaiah is talking about Jerusalem and the temple, but also about 

heaven! Because for Jews Jerusalem (and the temple specifically) was the place 

where heaven touched earth — it was the throne of God. And so, at that place, said 

Isaiah, God would spread a feast — that’s a heavenly thing! And Isaiah said that 

God would destroy the shroud cast over all peoples — what a promise! — and God 

would wipe every eye and disgrace would be wiped away. What a vision of hope! 

This vision of hope was for people in very hard times, offering the comfort of an 

absolute hope and expectation  that God would make good all the pain and darkness 

of this world, healing and restoring his people and his creation. 

It is a hope that is expanded, broadened and re-echoed into a greater hope yet in 

Revelation 21, which points to the new Jerusalem, when sin and death have been 

vanquished once and for all, after Christ’s return. After all the tribulation of 

Revelation we must remember that this is a book of hope — victory, peace and joy 

are assured. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31055a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A1-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31058b


As an aside, I like the reassurance that if God created all things from nothing he also 

created space and time, the dimensions that hold all things, and so, being outside 

time, could see its end as clearly as its beginning. Neither creation nor the cross were 

gambles — God knew what he was doing, and the goodness of the outcome is 

assured! 

Meanwhile, however, we have another hope in person and place. For Jesus took the 

place of the Jerusalem temple — by being a more literal dwelling of God. He was the 

place where heaven touched earth, and he took the place of the sacrifice to reconcile 

us to God. Remember all those gospel allusions to ‘tearing down this temple and I 

will rebuild it in three days?’ That’s part of Jesus’s assertion of his superiority over 

the temple and his replacement of the temple. 

And then, after Jesus’s resurrection and ascension, we received the Holy Spirit so 

that we became the meeting place of heaven and earth. We are in Christ, and Christ 

in us! So Christians should be little outbreaks of God’s kingdom — thin places, 

touching points between heaven and earth. You are where the feast is, and where 

peace and grace reside. You are bearers of hope and wipers of tears because you 

know that God’s love is greater, and mercy wider, and we will see God’s kingdom, 

and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well. As the faith spreads 

(and it really is spreading) the world is increasingly lit by the light of Christ, 

through you and in you. As Isaiah 11 says, ‘for the earth shall be filled with the glory 

of God, as the waters cover the sea.’ 

Amen. SDG. 
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