
  
Rev Susan Warne’s reflection for Epiphany 2 
  
1 Sam 3:1-10, Rev 5:1-10; John 1:43-51 
  
In the beginning of 1 Samuel 3 it says matter-of-factly, ‘the word of the Lord was rare in those 
days’! Does this strike a chord with us in 2021? Have we, like Eli tried to tame God, to give him a 
‘house’ and confine him to an hour a day at most? All our readings for today remind us that our 
God will not be so confined. That whether we know it or not he is at work in our world, sometimes 
in the most unexpected places and using surprising people and methods. 
  
We, like Eli, may suspect we hear God speaking, but do we then go farther and listen, and act on 
what we hear? Or do we say effectively, ‘let them get on with it’, just as Eli sent Samuel to go and 
listen without listening with him? It would have been at best uncomfortable for Eli to change his 
way of life to more actively do God’s work: he was not himself a bad man, but he had forgotten his 
duty to the Lord, and had settled for a comfortable life; and was allowing his sons to use their 
largely inherited position for criminal purposes. 
  
We must be aware that we also live with prejudice and preconceived ideas which are very much 
part of our everyday thought. In the Gospel reading Nathaniel says of Jesus ‘can anything good 
come from Nazareth?’ When I was teaching we had problems integrating anyone who was seen 
as ‘different’ — whether because of the way they spoke, their dress, or because they were 
enthusiastic about learning! Children are usually honestly blunt about their likes and dislikes, while 
adults —us— are more subtle, ‘guileful’ or even deceitful about our relationships. Either way the 
result is the same: some are included and some excluded. Nathaniel was disposed to reject Jesus 
because of where he lived; Philip’s answer, as ours must be, is not to argue but just to say, ‘come 
and see’. We cannot talk or argue others into the Christian way of love and sacrifice — it is caught 
not taught. Only by meeting with our God can life be changed for the better and hope born and 
sustained. 
 
Thank God that the disciples were not ‘good and holy’ people but ordinary folk of their time, with all 
the hopes, fears, joys, sorrows, prejudices and aspirations that we have too. So what changed 
Nathaniel’s mind about Jesus? Not just his second sight, I think it was the realisation that he 
understood Jesus’s reading his mind; that here was the one who could answer his need for God. 
He stands for all of us if we can cleanse our hearts of pride and prejudice and allow Jesus to 
satisfy our longing for true peace in our hearts. 
  
If we respond as Nathaniel did to Jesus: ‘You are the Son of God, you are the Messiah’, we too 
will need to accept that ‘his ways are not our ways’ and to be his follower is not a guarantee of 
ease or success in life. We cannot bend him to our will, we can only put our lives in his hands and 
trust him to bring order out of the chaos mankind has made of God’s created world. Perhaps we 
have needed the recent lockdowns to remind us that we are not in charge of our lives, and to 
remind us that we were created to be social beings; to respond to the hopes and fears of one 
another. God has given us free will and we must use that gift wisely for the benefit, not just of 
those we know and love, but rather have a wider vision and remember God also created those we 
do not know. He has made us stewards of all we have, and one day we will need to be prepared to 
answer for our stewardship. We like Nathaniel have much to learn about what it really means to 
acknowledge Jesus Christ is Lord and Son of God. Meanwhile, we are called to live by faith and to 
trust our God when we do not understand why our life is as it is. 
 

 


