
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 
  
Malachi 3:1-5 Hebrews 2:14-18 Luke 2:22-40 
  
 At the end of the Epiphany season the church traditionally celebrates Candlemas, when children 
are encouraged to make ‘Christingles’ to demonstrate our belief that Jesus is the light of the world 
 

The gospel reading tells of Mary and Joseph bringing the infant Jesus to the temple for the first 
time. His parents are performing the traditional rite for all firstborn male children — important for 
them, but they do not expect it to be momentous to anyone else. Luke reminds us that Jesus was 
born into an ordinary, simple family (they bring the poor man’s offering of two pigeons). They do 
not realise that this ritual of belonging is to become a symbol of God’s belonging with and 
commitment to his people, and to any who would acknowledge him, and to those who would not. 
  
Luke tells us of two elderly people who were in the temple waiting for the promise of God’s 
salvation. Simeon recognised this in the young baby of this poor couple. While he rejoiced to have 
lived to see this child, he also recognised that his coming to earth would not be universally 
recognised, or be  a cause for continual joy to those who would love him. Indeed the ‘Light of the 
world’ would prove a costly gift. Costly to God, costly to Jesus, costly to all who would try to follow 
him. For himself Simeon took the child in his arms and gave us the wonderful words of the Nunc 
Dimittis: 
   
“Lord now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word: for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  

Simeon’s vision was not limited by the traditions of his Jewish faith — he could see the wider 
picture. He recognised the worldwide nature of God’s love and care for all peoples, and was happy 
that it should be so. 
 

So what of us today? In many ways our life is difficult and restricted; but we too must cling to the 
certainty that our God is present amid all the pain and heartbreak of our present situation. William 
Barclay in his commentary on this passage reminds us that: ‘Jesus is the pioneer who has blazed 
a trail for us to follow.’ Hebrews tells us that: ‘God made him perfect’ — but the word for perfect 
also means ‘fit for the purpose for which it was designed.’ Jesus paid the price to make and keep 
us fit for the purpose God intends. We each have something given by God which he intends us to 
share with the whole community. 
  

A home-based life gives many of us an opportunity to have more time; especially for those of us 
who are older this can give us the opportunity to ensure that we devote time to study and pray, to 
have God-centred lives making use of the talents he has given us, and not allowing them to wither 
and die. 
 

Remember: God calls us, but he does not insist that we respond; rather, he stands at the door and 
knocks. It is up to us whether we open that door and face the possibility that he has new tasks for 
us to do in his name. So I hope that in the coming weeks we as church will pray for a greater 
discernment of God’s will for his church locally. Remember that without our cooperation his plan 
will be delay 
  
A prayer for the coming days: 
Father, here we bring to an end our celebration  of the saviour’s birth. Help us, in whom he has 
been born, to live his life that has no end. 
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. Help us to trust in your eternal 
promises.  Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. Help us, for whom Lent is near, to enter 
deeply into the Easter mystery. Help us now to go in peace, to shine with your light in the world. 
Amen.                                                            Rev Susan. 


