
Trinity 14 — James 2:1-10, 14-17 

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 

favouritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 

poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine 

clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on 

the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 

thoughts? 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 

world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have 

dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are 

dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to 

whom you belong? 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour as yourself,”[a] you are 

doing right. 9 But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 

lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 

breaking all of it. 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can 

such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead 

Unconscious Bias 

What James describes in the first few verses of his letter is a classic case of unconscious bias, that is 

to say: treating people differently based on how we perceive them, but being unaware of it and 

therefore unable to fix the wrongful discrimination in yourself. 

Unconscious bias is an aspect of psychology that people are slowly becoming more aware of. Even 

Prince Harry has spoken about living with unconscious racial bias, which he is now aware of, 

through marriage to Meghan. 

The kicker here is that James expects us to fix the bias we don’t know we’re doing! 

How can you fix what you don’t know about? 

Even if the terminology is new or unfamiliar the answer is the same as we’ve heard before: you 

know what goodness is by looking at Jesus’s behaviour and seeing what you look like in the light 

and truth of Jesus. And then, rather than beating yourself up about it, accepting God’s grace in you 

to transform even those aspects of you you didn’t know needed changing. 

The salvation that Jesus brings is not simply salvation out of this world (life after death) but also 

salvation of the world (a full and good life before death)! This requires the ‘reprogramming’ of 

humanity towards goodness, and away from those things that are damaging to ourselves and each 

other, whether we know and understand this or not. 

You are probably not the worst offender — but it is the nature of faith to keep turning up in us 

unredeemed parts of our character for God’s loving, healing scrutiny. We become more and more 

like the art experts on Fake or Fortune — able to discern between real Godliness and fake! And it is 

God’s calling on the church not only to enjoy salvation, but also, in the privilege of that redemption, 

to lead by example and take part in the gentle reprogramming of humanity — one unconscious fault 

at a time. 

Blessings, Tim. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30302a

