
Mark 8: 31- end. Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.’ 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.’ 
Reflection 
This passage is central to our belief as Christians. Just imagine the shock and very real 

fear that the disciples must have felt when Jesus taught them that he was going to be 

put to death by those who were the real leaders of the Jewish race. Then for poor Peter 

to be rebuked so sternly by Jesus. Jesus then goes on to describe the challenges that 

being a Christian involves. These challenges are as demanding today as it was in those 

ancient and violent times 

The message today is as strong today as it was then. We live in a world that values 

possessions and a person’s worth is marked by the money they have. But we must 

remember that Jesus came for us all, the poor and the wealthy, those that have little as 

well as those who have much. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  This puts things into 

a true perspective, that as a Christian we have no fear for the future as faith in Jesus 

Christ allows us not to fear death and to look to the future, he goes on to say that this 

cannot be bought in worldly goods but by faith. Here we have Jesus offering us a future 

of hope free from fear, and all we have to do is be proud to be a Christian. Sounds 

easy? Remember it was the hapless Peter that denied Jesus three times before the 

crucifixion, this is the challenge we all face. 

Prayer 

Almighty God, 

whose only Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence: 

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 


