
Genesis 9: 8-17 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9‘As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is 
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many 

as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 

be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring 

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that 

is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never 
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that 

is on the earth.’ 17God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’ 

Reflection 

As many will imagine it is hard for me not to regard this reading from last week’s lectionary as very 

prophetic, and ultimately gives great hope and comfort for the future. It doesn’t escape me that the 

NHS has adopted the symbol of the rainbow as a symbol of hope and promise for our future. Just as God 

promised Noah that the devastation of the Great Flood would not be repeated, God promises that he is 

with us to give us hope for the future. For me it is comforting in this increasingly secular world the Bible 

is so deep in our present psyche that the rainbow still brings comfort and hope. 

The story of Noah has always been an inspiration that through great faith God responds with great love 

not only for those involved but for future generations, “15I will remember my covenant that is 

between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;” That covenant remains with us 

to this day and this is the foundation of the New Covenant that Jesus gave us in the two 

commandments, to love God with all your heart and to love one another. Again, there has 

been so much to remind us that we do love one another by performing acts of selfless love 

in helping those in need around us. So, for me the symbol of the rainbow is a reminder that 

God is with us all the time, working through those we least expect him to.  

As we come out of this lockdown I for one will be looking around and outward for signs of 

God’s presence and look for ways to take the Gospel message to those who have never 

realised that God is with us all the time. There is hope that we can hold on to this feeling of 

community and with the Holy Spirit inspire a realisation of the presence of God. 

Prayer 

Loving Lord we thank you for generous love and for the world you have created for us. Help 

us to take the love and faith we have in you to those who have not found the comfort and 

strength that you have shown us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, your son our 

saviour. Amen 

Blessing 

The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to himself, 

The power of the Lord Jesus strengthen you in his service. 

The joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts and the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you this day and for always. Amen 

 

      


