
Reflection for 21 3 2021 

Passiontide  

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

 

There are three kinds of people in this world. 

Adam Grant talks here about givers, takers and matchers. He sets this in the workplace, but it applies to all 

aspects of life, really. There are laws that try to set a limit on takers’ ability to take — we have prisons for those 

who take a life, take your stuff etc. But there are plenty of takers who make life miserable for others without 

getting caught, or without crossing those lines. They still make life worse. 

What group are you in? Have you always been in that group? Perhaps you were selfish when you were 

younger, but have got kinder? Perhaps life dealt you a blow and now you’re bitter? Most of us, honestly are 

somewhere in the middle, just about giving as good as we get. 

What about Jesus? 

Are the takers just born bad? 

Are the givers just born good? 

And are people stuck in their categories? And if not, what is it that moves us? Grant seems to take these 

categories as given, and reacts to these by simply advising people to avoid hiring takers. I like his discerning 

question — ‘name four people whom you have significantly helped’. This is a great question for us to ask 

ourselves, too! 

Jeremiah prophesied during a time of great ungodliness. Not only was God’s law broken as a matter of course, 

but hearts were far from God too. Yet God gives him hope for a better future. There would be a new 

relationship. There would be a day in which the law wasn’t necessary, because everyone would know God well, 

and everyone would be a giver. I love what Jeremiah says — this fills me with hope and joy. 

Revelation 21 echoes Jeremiah, as it talks of a renewed heaven and earth. Then — there will no more tears or 

pain, and they will be his people, and God will be with them and be their God.  

We’re far from this now. But it will happen. And it was the events of Good Friday and Easter that did it, that 

began the ‘heart transplant’ of the human race. That began the shift. 

One day there will not be takers, serving only themselves. There will not be matchers. One day God’s love will 

have so soaked into the fabric of humankind that we will be wholly loving and kind. And God’s love will be 

written on our hearts, and we will be his people, and he will be our God. It’s a good hope, isn’t it? 

Revd Tim 

  
 


