
Luke 2: 33-35 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so 
that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’ 

Reflection 
This passage has always been a difficult one for me on many 
levels. Firstly, as a man to know the invisible bond between mother 
and child, that special feeling of having raised a child for nine 
months before birth, secondly how must Mary have felt hearing 
Simeon’s words, a sword will pierce your own soul too, it must 
have caused her heart to miss a beat. Also, for Mary to hear that 
her baby son was destined for a great future role, I can imagine 
that Mary and Joseph had settled into a regular steady life and that 
the events at his birth had receded into the past and was becoming 

a distant memory, it must have become a shock to be reminded that their son was 
destined for greatness. These feelings are understood by mothers of all race, creed and 
nationality, particularly at this time of lockdown where we have been deprived of that 
close contact that mothers crave with their offspring and their children.  
This Mother’s Day especially is a day of hope and excited expectation as we look for the 
easing of the restriction, a time of prayer and thanksgiving, a time of looking to the 
future. This especially fitting for Christians as we take a break from the usual Lenten 
practices, a time when children in past times returned to the visit Mothers at home, and 
to visit their Mother churches. It is wonderful that we can see God working around us as 
we are preparing to return to our Mother Churches in our Benefice. 
So, this Mother’s Day is a day of celebration of hope, joy and love. An expectation of 
being able to share in the family of Christ. Just as Jesus said to the disciple that he 
loved in John 19: 25-27 “here is your mother”, is he saying to us that our time of waiting 
is drawing to and end and we can look forward with hope, love and most of all joy? 

Prayer and Blessing. 

Loving Lord we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus who knew the love of a child for a 
mother, that you watch over mothers all over the world. 
We give thanks for their selfless sacrifices on our behalf, the love they have felt for us. 
Watch over them so that they will not experience the pain that Mary encountered. 
Give us strength to look forward and share that love that you have given us with all we 
meet. Amen 
 
Loving Lord watch over our mothers, 
Watch over their children, Give them health, strength and joy, 
But most of all Lord give them peace and love. 
May the blessing of God Almighty be with us now and for ever more. Amen 
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