
Below is this Sunday's Reflection from Revd Tim. (Sunday 7 February 2021) 

 

 

Christ as the Wisdom of God, and the Image of God. 

  

Proverbs 8.1,22-31; Colossians 1.15-20; John 1.1-14 

  

What do we think of as the essence of Wisdom? If you were asked to share the saying, adage or apophthegm 

that means most to you, what would that be? 

  

The Old Testament has a strong wisdom tradition. Proverbs is largely… assorted proverbs, Ecclesiastes 

offers a reductio ad absurdam of worldly goals that don’t involve God; Song of Songs is the diametric 

opposite — a passionately sexual love song, which is ussually also read as an allegory for God and his 

people, and God’s wisdom seeking his people! Because, in these books, wisdom is a lady (and I’m sure this 

is no surprise to you). So these books also urge men to pursue ‘Lady wisdom’, and that she passionately 

wants relationship with you. 

  

Look again at Proverbs 8, and we also find wisdom commended. She was born even before creation, the first 

and chief of God’s works, and constantly at God’s side… 

  

Does that last bit sound familiar? We know John’s prologue so well: 

  

‘In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and was God. He was with God in the 

beginning.’ 

  

John is brilliant, original and poetic, but I hope you can hear that John had Proverbs 8 in mind when he 

wrote this. He is saying ‘you don’t know wisdom until you know Jesus. He is wisdom personified!’ John 

wrote for Jewish and Greek Christians. The Jewish Christians would recognise the Proverbs 8 reference, 

while the Greeks would hear all the thought sequence bound up in Word, logos, logic — rationale, wisdom! 

John addresses two radically different cultures equally in the same lines — if you want this world to make 

sense, to have meaning, to work — the absolute starting place is the Word, Jesus. 

  

Colossians, in its different way, says the same thing! Through him everything was made, and in him 

everything coheres. This passage might have been the blueprint for John! 

  

But Paul says too that Jesus was ‘the image of the invisible Father’. I think this is supposed to remind us of 

Genesis — ‘Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness so that they may rule…’ 

  

Think of image like the word ‘model’. Jesus is the model as in ‘ideal’, not as in ‘non-functioning replica’. 

Jesus does what we were supposed to do, but could not. He is the image of God, where we failed to maintain 

that image. Jesus’s self-designation ‘Son of Man’ implies this too. 

  

Now, of whom, or what are you the image? A few film references for you: have you seen Woody Allen’s 

Zelig, or The Talented Mr Ripley? The protagonists of these films too readily imitate others, to comic or 

sinister effect. They’re great films because they hint at something we know to be true — built into human 

nature is the tendency to copy ‘successes’ — their actions, words and thoughts — even their desires. Let the 

one who has never kept up with the Joneses, followed the crowd or succumbed to peer pressure cast the first 

stone at those who have! 

  

Why does this matter? Because it is the great hope of God’s salvation through Jesus! That’s why! Desire as 

the world desires, imitate other (flawed) people, and our flaws will also be replicated, generation after 

generation. But: love, honour and respect Christ, the perfect image of God, and we can be transformed into 

better images, and in turn be better ‘Joneses’ for others to keep up with! 

  



Again, what is the wisest course for our lives? If human nature makes us bound to imitate others (please 

think this through, with an open mind!) then we should imitate the best of people, and their desires. Be 

Christlike and you will also be known as the soul of wisdom. It will just happen. 

  

A final thought. The wise man builds his house on the rock, and the foolish on the sand. Could this simple 

parable apply to imitation? Could it be that the desires and opinions of others are so much ‘sand’ simply 

because these are founded on the desires and opinions of others, and so on? Is it because these desires and 

opinions are as shifty and fluid as, say, fashion? Whereas, God is our rock, and the same, yesterday, today 

and forever. 

  

So, we should love wisdom, and wisdom loves us. Wisdom is Christ, the image of the Father, the imitable 

image of how life is best lived. 

  

Amen. SDG. 

                                                             Revd Tim. 

 


