
Mark 4:26-34 

The Parable of the Growing Seed 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 

ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 

does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest 

has come.” 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 

describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when 

planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the 

birds can perch in its shade.” 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could 

understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone 

with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

 

Growth in the kingdom of God. 

I am not much of a gardener. And I’m very bad at noticing things. Sarah has to point out to me 
that the daffodils, or the tulips or the hollyhocks are in bloom — I wouldn’t notice. It happens 
without my doing anything. God makes it happen! 

Jesus talks a lot about the kingdom of God. The people of the time expected a messiah to take 
charge of an army and liberate them from their enemy, which they assumed was the Romans. 
The disciples seem to have thought the same, and to have constantly misunderstood. And the 
Old Testament prophets talked about the Day of the Lord — when God would really take 
charge — what a great and terrible day that will be, depending on whose side you’re on. But 
Jesus’s Kingdom teaching is much less 'conquest and awe', and his imagery scandalously 
commonplace — the kingdom is like seeds scattered on the ground! How ordinary! What 
humble beginnings!  

But Jesus wants us to trust God and trust that outrageous growth comes from humble 
beginnings — even Jesus’s walking and talking, sharing and caring. Of course there was a 
‘day of the Lord’ moment, a decisive victory over an enemy — Easter Day. And there is a 
coming day when the kingdom will be so much bigger than we see it now (more growth, and 
we don’t know how!) So we have a ‘now and a not yet’. But don’t give up on the growth of the 
Kingdom. 

Are you worried about faith in this country? Trust God! The church goes through phases of 
growth and decline, and sometimes there is unseen growth, in which people are being shaped 
by God even though they don’t know it themselves. You’ll see nothing happening, and then 
all of a sudden, you will realise that God has been doing quiet good, all along, through good 
souls such as yourself, and sometimes even in spite of us. So do not worry for the church or 
the Kingdom (is there is difference?!) — trust God, trust that there is very much growth to 
come, which we cannot yet imagine. 

All blessings, Tim. 

 


