
Mark 3: 20-35 

Jesus Accused by His Family and by Teachers of the Law 

20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not 

even able to eat. 21 When his family[a] heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they 

said, “He is out of his mind.” 

22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by 

Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 

23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive 

out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is 

divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he 

cannot stand; his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without first 

tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong man’s house.  

28 Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, 29 but whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 He 

said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.”  

31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A 

crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking 

for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in 

a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is 

my brother and sister and mother.” 

 

How can Satan drive out Satan? 

We are used to thinking of Satan as the devil, and certainly in the New Testament this name is 
used as the personified adversary of Jesus, but it was not always so. This Hebrew word is used 
rarely in the Old Testament, mostly in Job, it means accuser or adversary, and it could be 
applied to anyone, not the devil alone. The teachers of the law heinously accuse Jesus, but he 
does not reply ‘call me Beelzebub?! You’re Satan-ing (i.e. accusing) me, you hypocrites!!’ — 
because this, while true, is also an accusation. 

Rather, he responds with the more considered question ‘How can Satan drive out Satan?’ How 
can confrontation drive out the ‘adversary-ness’ of the other? No, we know what happens in 
real life — warring factions get entrenched in the bitterness of their feud, trade blows and 
bombs… and there is no peace. 

What if Jesus is not only pronouncing that good must win over evil, God over the devil (which 
he clearly is!), but also teaching us how to accomplish this victory? What if he is here turning the 
other cheek, gently shaming his accusers, if they stop to think enough about what he’s really 
said. 

The implication for us is clear. We all of us have the tendency to do as we have been done by, 
rather than as we would be done by. Jesus begs us to nip it in the bud. To re-programme our 
reactions, to retrain our attitude to confrontation and to defeat adversary-ness with the only 
thing that can defeat it — love. This is a mesmerizingly deep response of Jesus — do read it 
through again, slowly, and chew it over! 

All blessings, Tim. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A+20-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24310a

