
Lent 3 — law and temple 

The Old Testament reading for today gives the ten commandments, which were the 
centrepiece of the law and the covenant God made with Moses. The Pharisees were 
really into the law as a guide to righteous living. They were enthusiastic and 
progressive, pioneering synagogues and believing in life after death. But they loved 
the law so much that they multiplied the law with their own commentary, teaching, 
and legal tradition that became burdensome on normal people. It didn’t really make 
things better. 

In the New Testament reading, Jesus goes to the temple and drives out the 
moneychangers and animal sellers. This puts him at odds with the priesthood, 
levites and sadducees, who are ‘old school’ and heavily invested in the temple as the 
place of reconciliation with God, and as the touching place of heaven and earth, the 
house of God. 

There was a third sect of Judaism — the Essenes. These lived apart from the rest of 
the world, much like a monastic community, with a strict rule. Jesus never confronts 
them, nor they him. And perhaps that was part of their issue — they were sincere, 
but perhaps a sideshow in Judaism and just as opinionated and judgemental as 
anyone else. 

Elsewhere Jesus meets a Samaritan woman. The Samaritans were another sect. They 
accepted only the first five books of the Bible and insisted God could only be 
worshiped properly on Mount Gerizim in Samaria. Jesus replies to this woman’s 
questions that in the future people will worship God neither there, nor in Jerusalem 
but in Spirit and Truth — and of course the rest of the Bible is valid! 

There were more shades of Judaism than this too — and within some of these there 
were different schools of thought. Jesus was a surprising answer to them all. Jesus 
fulfilled but replaced the law — better than a code is relationship and a role model. 
He replaced the temple — he was where heaven touched earth, he was the true 
source of reconciliation. He didn’t live like a hermit like the Essenes (though he did 
frequently seek solitude with his Father) — he lived in the world and changed it by 
his encounters. He gave us the Spirit and truth that he told the Samaritan woman 
about. 

This diversity in faith reminds me of Christianity. There are so many variations in 
theology and practice. What does Jesus think? It is so hard to not to think he would 
approve of us Anglicans best!! And if you don’t think so, what should we change to 
be more Christlike, and how do we change? 

Take some time to reflect on the Jesus you encounter in the pages of the gospel, and 
what you think he might praise in your life, and what you might be keen to hide 
from him! 

All Blessings, 

Tim. 

 


