
St Peter’s Church Westleton  

GOOD NEWS 

         28th June 2020 

ZOOM…… 

 

So Reverend Tim Rogers is now our Rector, licenced by Bishop Mike on the 24th of June via Zoom! 

Yes, the Church of England has gone all tech, whilst we can’t yet meet together Bishop Mike officiated a 

virtual Licencing so that Tim can join us and start his ministry amoung us here in the Yoxmere benefice.  

Representatives from each parish, members of the Clergy, a Patron and our previous Minister Richard Ginn, 

Tim’s father in law, listened as Bishop Mike expanded on the Bible reading of 1 John 4, when he explained 

that Tim may love chocolate cake because he would want to devour it, but the love that God has for Tim, for 

us and we have for God, is a different kind of love, “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 

God in him.”  

Bishop Mike read out the legal necessities and completed the Licencing but assured us that we will meet 

again and hold a proper service when we can all welcome and celebrate Tim’s new ministry.  



In the meantime we look forward to how God will use Tim and prosper the work of our church here in 

Westleton and in our Benefice. 

And there’s more Good News  

The Church will be Open for Private Prayer, Wednesday Mornings 10am till 12noon from the 1st July 

 

Tim’s first message to us here in Westleton 

   “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes 

a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And if anyone gives even 

a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly 

not lose their reward.” Matt 10, 40-42 

 

Well, I couldn’t ask for a better passage to reflect on as my first sermon/reflection/homily in a new benefice, 

all on a theme of welcome. It’s a good moment to say, ‘thank you!’ because Sarah, the family and I have felt 

welcomed through the gifts we found in the house when we arrived, through the cards, and emails and 

knocks on the door. To the same extent, you are welcome here, too. Coronavirus measures stop us from 

immediately opening our home to you, but this, too, shall pass, and then you are most welcome — our house 

is your house! 

The passage from Matthew that we have just read is one in which the lectionary can do us a disservice. 

These few verses are the end of a chapter in which Jesus chooses his disciples and then sends them out to 

proclaim the kingdom of God, and gives dense, solid advice on the mission work they are about to do. I 

recommend reading the whole of Matthew chapter 10, to get a better sense of what these particular verses 

are saying. 

‘Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.’ 

This idea was well understood in Jewish thought of the time. The ambassador goes with the full authority of 

the king, because he is carrying the king’s message and instructions and acts in accordance with the king’s 

will. He is an extension of the king, and therefore must be treated as the king would be treated. 

Think what an awesome responsibility that is! When we speak for Jesus we are his representatives or 

ambassadors in the world. Think what a privilege that is! Jesus calls us to a high office! 

As I was discerning my vocation to ministry, I sensed for a long time that it was coming, but I had a decisive 

moment: I was asked to give a talk in church on Epiphany Sunday. I did my preparation. I wasn’t nervous 

about public speaking. But as I delivered this talk I almost trembled with excitement: excited about the 

privilege of communicating something of God. My mind was made up at that moment, and the rest as they 

say… 

I, and the rest of the ministry team wear that ‘ambassadorship’ particularly obviously, but it isn’t exclusive. 

If you follow Jesus you are a disciple, if you are a disciple you have a calling (in some form or other) to 

communicate something of God’s love. What a responsibility, what a privilege, but what a joy! 

Jesus talks about rewards — rewards to those who welcome that missionary disciple in Jesus’s name. But if 

they are getting the rewards, then the disciple — the ambassador, you! — certainly get these rewards. 



This theme of ambassadorship, this understanding of the messenger as an extension of the king, helps us to 

understand some other things that we find in the gospels, too. In John’s gospel we find Jesus talked of as the 

word. Jesus is from God, and carries God’s word to such an extent that he is The Word. How does this shape 

our understanding of Jesus’s relation to the Father, and of his mission?  

A final thought on welcome. Welcome is a fundamental characteristic of God. As one of the lines of the 

communion services puts it, ‘Jesus opened wide his arms for us on the cross.’ And his welcome was for all: 

into his kingdom and into relationship. I know already how welcoming you are — fantastic! What more can 

we do to communicate and extend that welcome to those who don’t yet know how welcome they really are? 

God bless you, Tim. 

 

 

Sunday 28th    

Radio Suffolk 8am Sunday Morning Service 

Radio 4 8.10am Looking to the future hopefully with John Bell of the Iona Community 

Join Bishops Martin and Mike 10am  Sunday Service from the Cathedral  

www.facebook.com/stedscathedral  or  www.facebook.com/BishopsCofEsuffolk/     

BBC1 10.45am Sunday Morning Live, exploring the ethical and religious issues of the day 

           11.45am Sunday Morning Stories, Revd Kate Bottley on Sharing and Giving 

BBC1 TV, 1.15pm  Songs of Praise Claire McCollum looks back on faith stories of Northern Ireland 
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