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Not since the Second World War has there been anything like this awful disruption to our lives. We will 

never forget this most strange period when so many of our ‘normalities’ were thrown asunder.  

What a difficult time, what a challenging time, what a growing time.  

As much as we have learnt restraint, we have also learnt to revalue so much that we would have previously 

deemed as essential, even thought of as our right. My father would have been in his element with this forced 

austerity, his principle was: Do you want it? Do you need it? Can you afford it? One at least would have 

been NO so we simply didn’t get it – shall we say, he was careful! 

The point is, that during this time of austerity we have had to learn to question our wants, our needs, and the 

reality of actually being able to get whatever it was that we really needed, a real challenge for our younger 

generation. With the help of the internet, online shopping and our extremely helpful local shop and the 

volunteers, we’ve all managed, and we are really grateful. Yes, the whole country has realised just how 

much we depend on the NHS, the nurses and the care workers, and all those who kept going through all 

these months, bus drivers, supermarket workers, the police and ambulance drivers, so many; will we ever 

pay them more or will we just let it slip by again?  

Then there’s our freedom, the ‘normality’ of going for a walk, popping to the shops and seeing friends, even 

those awful relatives, going on holiday… now we have Social Distancing and Masks, the ‘New Normal’. 

As a church we have missed so much, singing, sharing the peace, and taking communion together. But 

Zoom meetings and the internet have brought a completely new dimension to our services and our prayers. 

Some have enjoyed sharing their mornings with the Bishop, listening to the radio, or watching on TV, others 

have valued Tim’s reflection and Brian’s Home Worship Services, (both of which are continuing).  

Now the Church is back on Sundays and Wednesdays, our congregations are growing as many more begin 

to feel comfortable meeting together, as Covid safe as we can make it. We may have to sit two metres apart, 

sanitise our hands as we come in and go out, but now we have a full Ministry Team who are taking services 

in all our Benefice churches. We are weathering the storm, we will one day return to normality when we can 

all meet together, raise the roof and have a Great Big Hug. Praise the Lord. 

So, as we get back to normal, sorry ‘near normal’, and the Fisherman is once more being delivered to your 

door with all our Benefice information, the Good News, which has upheld us through lockdown is to step 

back, it will continue to keep you informed about what is happening in your church, but only as and when 

needed.  

So, it’s a Big Thank You for being part of our church family here in Westleton and for keeping in touch 

throughout this difficult time.         

Sue and Jeremy 

 

 



Tim’s reflection 

Exodus 17:1-7 Thirsting for Jesus 

I think we can use Exodus as a sort of ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ for our own spiritual journey. If we say 

that we begin our journey at baptism, then this is passing through the waters of the Red Sea — 

and our goal is the promised land, while the bit in between is the journey of faith. 

The Israelites witnessed countless miracles before even reaching the other side of the Red Sea but 

still their faith was weak, and still God patiently sustained them, with manna, quail, and now in 

Exodus 17, water from a rock at Mount Horeb, or Mount Sinai (which is the same). 

But before Moses struck that rock, the Israelites again fell out of trust with God, and the many 

miracles. Their faith was weak, as ours can so easily be. 

Elsewhere in the Bible God is described as being a spring of living water. Two examples: 

1. Paul (in 1 Corinthians 10) identifies Jesus with the rock in Exodus 17: the spring of life in the 

desert. 

2. During a faithless period in Judah’s history Jeremiah reported God saying to the people: “My 

people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have 

dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.” 

This latter is a stinging critique — everyone knew that spring water was the best, and that cisterns 

were used only to store water for cattle, crops or washing. But Jeremiah also strikes a chord with 

modern consumerism. People hate to depend on others, or on God. We are prone to seeking safety 

in ownership, not relationship. These are our broken cisterns. We have heard the stories of the 

emptiness of wealth. And sometimes we have felt it for ourselves. 

Jesus says those who come to him will never hunger or thirst (clearly referencing these few 

chapters of Exodus). Of course I know this — but still I keep trying to store the water in broken 

cisterns— as it were. Yet on the other hand I have felt extraordinarily excited by the call to come, 

afresh each day to draw from the living water — the best water — and depend daily, and see 

where that takes my pilgrimage. 

Daily dependence on God doesn’t reduce us or belittle us, but strengthen us. I can think of a 

number of extraordinary role models, including our bishops and archbishop, and these are 

wonderfully capable people who also have a wellspring of spiritual joy and humility inside — 

because they are deeply prayerful. I am in awe of them — and they fill me with hope and I want 

to be like them — and I want you to be like me in wanting to be like them — people who do not 

quarrel, but trust in the Lord when we are parched and do not make for ourselves broken cisterns 

to prop up our spiritual self-identity, but who daily come to the living water and find life and 

hope and joy. 

With blessings, 

Tim. 

 


