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How beautiful and clear is the bird song at the moment, the 

lack of distracting ambient sounds is a rare benefit of this 

awful pandemic. 

The Blackbird’s songs resound in loud conversations, but 

it’s the ‘Little Brown Jobs’ that perform a chorus for us. 

Take the common House Sparrow, once a pest that 

swarmed into farmers’ barns consuming their share of the 

harvested grain, so much so that church wardens rewarded 

local lads with coin, when they bought him evidence of 

their victims. 

Today, although having declined by as much as 70%, 

House Sparrows who live for about three years colonise 

most of the world. They are monogamous typically mating 

for life with occasional second broods fathered by passing 

males who might already have other mates; you’ve probably seen the males drooping their wings and 

trembling in attempts to woo a mate. Although their diet is mainly seeds they are adaptable and 

opportunistic scavengers often congregating around outside eating establishments picking up crumbs. 

We are fortunate that in many parts of our village Sparrows gather in flocks fanatically busy and chattering 

away together as they flit in and out of our ivy clad hedges. 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of 

your Father…. So don’t be afraid: you are worth more than many sparrows             Matthew 10:29 & 31 

Please Pray for Tim at 10am on Wednesday 24th when he will be ‘Licenced’ as our new Rector 

by Bishop Mike via Zoom 

Sunday 21st    

Radio Suffolk 8am Sunday Morning Service 

Radio 4 8.10am Images of fatherhood 

Join Bishops Martin and Mike 10am  Sunday Service   

www.facebook.com/stedscathedral  or  www.facebook.com/BishopsCofEsuffolk/     

BBC1 10.45am Second Sunday after Trinity from Holy Trinity Platt Church Manchester 

BBC1 TV, 1.15pm  Songs of Praise for Father’s Day with Sean Fletcher 

Anything to share in our next Newsletter, a birthday or anniversary?  Call 648140  jbranch563@gmail.com 

 

Keep well, God bless Sue and Jeremy  

 

http://www.facebook.com/stedscathedral
http://www.facebook.com/BishopsCofEsuffolk/
mailto:jbranch563@gmail.com


Reflection from Brian 

 

Matthew 10: 24-39 
24 ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple 
to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26 ‘So have no fear of them; 
for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 
known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one 
of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
32 ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven. 
Reflection  
Today’s reading is one of hope and comes at a time when hope is essential for all of us, we are 
come out of lockdown and we all face dangers and challenges in doing so. But for us in Yoxmere 
we have been blessed by a sign of hope for the future, next week Rev. Tim will be licensed as our 
Rector at a time when our churches are working to be open and begin to work together to proclaim 
the Gospel a sign of hope indeed. In every sense we will not be returning to how things were in the 
before, we have changed, and our communities have changed so we should look forward in hope 
not fear “28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;”  We may change in some 
ways but our faith in the love and compassion of God has not. For me? Well I am looking forward 
to the time we can gather as a Benefice to give thanks to God and welcome Rev. Tim and his 
family at the start of their ministry, I am filled with hope and not fear knowing that God has blessed 
us all by watching over us.                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                               
Prayers 
Lord, you have taught us  
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,  
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
.  

Blessing 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
Israelites: You shall say to them, 
The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  (numbers 6: 22-26) 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father Son and Holy Spirit be among us , and remain with us always.  Amen 
 


