
Epiphany 2021 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:10-15; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12  

For a long time, Sarah told me I would be a vicar — God told her this when she first 
clapped eyes on me. Eight years ago, on Epiphany Sunday I had an epiphany. I wanted to 
do it! God had given me the desire to do what he wanted of me. A few years later when I 
was in a sex offenders’ prison (yes, I know how that sounds, but I was on a short 
chaplaincy placement) I had this confirmed to me again, through a word God gave to an 
inmate. 

It makes a good story, doesn’t it? Sometimes God makes you an offer you can’t refuse — 
not so much in the Don Corleone way, but by enabling you to see his loving will for you. I 
want to reassure you that if God has big ideas for you, you shouldn’t be anxious about 
misreading the signs or getting it wrong. He knows how to get his message across to you 
— just as he knew to talk to Judean shepherds through angels, and Eastern magi through 
stars. 

But — think about this: the magi picked up God’s message to the wider world because 
they were looking for a sign in the stars. Presumably others saw a star in the sky, but only 
these magi came! Further, think about Moses’s epiphany: he sees a burning bush. But it 
takes attention and curiosity to notice that it is not being consumed by the flames, and to 
turn aside. Moses was unmistakably called to be the great prophet he became, but he still 
needed to begin by noticing God’s activity, and respond to it. 

So God lets us know things unmistakably on occasions, while at other times it takes some 
deliberate attention. By way of illustration, sometimes Sarah is thirsty but too busy to do 
anything about it. Shouting ‘Tim, get me a cup of coffee!’ would certainly encourage me to 
do something. But it’s better all round if I am attentive enough to notice that she could 
probably do with a coffee and get one before she asks! So, God occasionally shouts at us, 
but it’s better that we pay attention before he has to! Better for us, better for our 
relationship. 

How? Archbishop Stephen Cottrell wrote a book called ‘do nothing to change your life’. I 
love the title! What does he mean? How about taking ten minutes a day to stop. Do 
nothing. Pay attention to God’s activity. What happened yesterday, or in the past week? 
Where have you seen God at work? Pay attention to God’s presence? Don’t talk. This isn’t 
the moment for your shopping list prayers. Find peace in the presence of a Father who 
loves you beyond words. This attention, this peace is the space in which we are expressing 
our openness to God’s ongoing ‘epiphanies’ to us. If you then add reading and reflecting 
on a Bible passage and intercessions, then you have the solid foundations for a fulfilling 
relationship with God in which you talk to God, and in which you know God’s presence 
and his will with increasing assurance. 

The Epiphany was God’s revelation that God loved everyone, not just the Jews, a 
revelation that they were part of the plan. The magi had their eyes open, looking for a 
sign, and their response was dramatic and sacrificial. We too can look for signs of God’s 
activity, look for him to talk to us, whether it be to grand or apparently trivial effect. Let 
us pray for clear vision this year, and the perseverance of the magi to respond in the right 
way. 

New Years blessings, 

Tim. 


